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If there are any concerns or queries regarding a subject, please speak to the named 
contact for the subject or directly with your child’s teacher.  
If your concerns persist or issues are unresolved please speak to your Childs director of 
learning 
 
Year 8 Director of Learning: 
Name: Giovanna Emile  
Email: g.emile@goffschurchgate.herts.sch.uk 
 
Year 8 Senior Leadership Link 
Name: Cheryl Goodchild – Associate Assistant Principal 
Email: c.goodchild@goffschurchgate.herts.sch.uk 
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Your Guide to Year 8 Art 
 
Assessment Criteria: 
Students will be assessed using GCSE style assessments using the Steps to Success 1-9 system 
 

Expectations of Students:  
Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate art materials and sketchbooks 
 

Term Topic, title and unit What students will be 
learning 

How can you specifically help 
your child 

 

Autumn 1 Observed Landscape  
 
 

Observation drawings of 
landscape, using variety of 
media. 

Encouraging observational 
drawing and experimenting with 
art and design materials at 
home.  

Autumn 2 Colour Theory Consolidation of 
understanding of the colour 
wheel and colour mixing.  
Refine brushwork skills. 

Using a camera as a sketchbook 
on a regular basis and recording 
items of interest is a brilliant way 
to get your child to see and 
reflect on a wide range of visual 
ideas. 

Spring 1 Impressionist 
Landscape 
 
  

Analysis of Impressionist 
paintings and students’ 
painted interpretations. 

Visiting galleries and museums 
on a regular basis will also 
develop your child’s awareness 
and understanding of art and 
design in context.  

Spring 2 Portrait  
 

Further exploration of the 
structure and proportion of 
the face. 

Visiting galleries and museums 
on a regular basis will also 
develop your child’s awareness 
and understanding of art and 
design in context. 

Summer 1 Developing the 
Portrait 
 
 

Investigation of the portrait 
as expression of identity 
and feeling. Special 
reference to Picasso’s Blue 
Period  

Visiting galleries and museums 
on a regular basis will also 
develop your child’s awareness 
and understanding of art and 
design in context. 

Summer 2 Developing the 
Portrait  
 

Introduction to studio and 
process of developing an 
idea. Exploring artists’ 
portraits to inform and 
inspire students own digital 
outcome. 

Visiting galleries and museums 
on a regular basis will also 
develop your child’s awareness 
and understanding of art and 
design in context. 

Useful information: 
Each half term the students have 7-8 lessons where they learn the techniques or topic, then near the 
end of the half term they begin their 3 week test- this includes creating their piece of art work using 
the artist technique.  

 
Contact Details:  
Name: Mr S Keever - Art Teacher  
Email: s.keever@goffschurchgate.herts.sch.uk 
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Your Guide to Year 8 Citizenship 
 
Assessment Criteria: 
Students will have a one-hour lesson once a fortnight. Students will be assessed in lessons to check 
understanding. However, there is no formal style of assessment. 
 

Expectations of Students: 
Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate stationary. They also need to read their 
teacher’s comments in their books and act on the feedback given.  
All independent learning must be completed on time and brought to the next lesson. 
 

Term Topic Title and 
unit 

 

What students will be 
learning 

How you can specifically help 
your child 

 

Autumn What is Citizenship? 
 
 

An introduction to what it 
means to be a citizen living 
in the UK. 
This also covers what we 
mean by the term 
‘Britishness’ 

Encourage your child to ask 
questions and suggest answers 
about current news stories and 
have regular discussions with 
your child to encourage them to 
provide a balanced opinion on 
areas of Political interest. It 
would also be helpful to keep up 
to date with current changes in 
the law 
 
Useful websites:  
http://www.citizen.org.uk/ 
http://www.ukyouthparliament.
org.uk/ 
https://www.broxbourne.gov.uk 
 

Spring 1 Democracy and 
Government 
 

An Introduction to how the 
Government is run and the 
Democratic process of 
voting. 

Spring 2 Crime and 
Punishment 
 

A unit that considers how 
young people are punished 
in the UK, from A.S.B.O’s to 
the Youth Offending Team. 
This unit also considers why 
we punish people and if we 
should re-introduce Capital 
Punishment. 

Summer Street Children  
 

This unit of work looks at 
the rights and 
responsibilities of children, 
through street children. 
Students will identify their 
own entitlement and 
compare what they have 
with what street children 
do not. This will also 
encourage them to be 
active citizens. 

 
Contact Details: 
Name: Mrs E Powell – Head of Humanities and M.F.L 
Email: e.powell@goffschurchgate.herts.sch.uk 
 

 
 

http://www.citizen.org.uk/
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http://www.ukyouthparliament.org.uk/


 

 

 

Your Guide to Year 8 Computing 
 

Assessment Criteria: 
Students will be assessed using GCSE style assessments using the Steps to Success 1-9 system 
 

Expectations of students : 
Students should be able to gain an understanding on how to stay safe when using the internet. 
Students will learn to use the micro:bit and see how python coding works. They will then move onto 
the 3rd Unit where they will create a program for an interactive quiz. Students will be able to use a 
spreadsheet model to look at diet and exercise. The extension unit will allow students to find out 
about what happens under the hood of a computer looking at hardware, binary, logic circuits, 
algorithms and much more. 
 

Term Topic Title and unit What students will be 
learning 

How you can specifically help 
your child 

 

Autumn 1 Unit 1- 
Staying Safe 
 

Students will start the year 
by learning about how to 
stay safe when using online 
or mobile devices. 
 
 

Discuss with your child some of 
the issues related to e-safety 
and how to deal with situations 
where they may be at risk when 
using the internet or their 
mobile devices e.g. 
cyberbullying. 
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ 
http://www.swgfl.org.uk/Online
Safety  

Autumn 2 Unit 2- 
Micro:bit 
  
 

Students will use the BBC 
micro:bit to learn how to 
program using python 
programming language. In 
this half term, students will 
learn about sequencing, 
variables, iteration and 
selection. Students will use 
the micro:bit to carry out 
programming tasks to help 
them understand what 
happens when you code. 

Discuss with your child some 
key terms related to computing 
such as algorithm, abstraction, 
variables, network etc. 

Spring 1 Unit 3- Python Quiz  This term students will start 
unit 3 and create a quiz 
using a text based 
programming language 
called Python. This is linked 
with the previous unit and 
will help consolidate as well 
as further develop their 
programming skills. 

You can sit with your child and 
look at how programming is all 
around us and used to helps us 
in  our everyday life such as the 
electronic signs in bus stops and 
underground stations telling the 
public about the time left for 
their bus/train to arrive etc. 

Spring 2 Unit 3- Python Quiz 
 

Students will continue with 
unit 3 and complete making 

Look at an example of an 
interactive quiz online and 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
http://www.swgfl.org.uk/OnlineSafety
http://www.swgfl.org.uk/OnlineSafety


 

 

 
 
 

their quiz. 
 
 
 

break down the steps to find 
out how it works. You can work 
with your child to draw a 
flowchart or write a sequence of 
steps used to make that 
particular quiz work. 

Summer 1 Unit 4- Exercise and 
Wellbeing Model 
 

Students will learn the 
basics of spreadsheets such 
as formulas and functions. 
They will also learn about 
models and simulations in 
this short unit. 
Students will use a 
spreadsheet model to look 
at diet and exercise levels. 
Students will learn to use 
gaol seek to investigate 
what if scenarios. 

Discuss models and simulations 
used by people in various 
situations such as to predict the 
weather. 
You can try and create with your 
child a simple spreadsheet 
model of your own and change 
the data to see how it affects 
the outcome. 
  

Summer 2 Extension Unit: 
Under the hood 

In this half term, students 
will look at the hardware 
and software components 
that make up a computer. 
They will learn about binary 
representation, logic gates 
and algorithms for sorting 
and searching. 

You can help your child to 
research and find out about 
binary and algorithms. You can 
discuss with your child some key 
terms related to computing 
such as algorithm, abstraction, 
etc. 

Assessment: 
At the end of each unit (end of every term) there will be an assessment lesson in which students 
must complete a one hour assessment task related to the unit they have just covered. It will cover all 
the skills and knowledge they have learnt over the term.  

 
Contact Details: 
Name: Miss A Camacho – ICT Teacher 
Email: aca@goffs.herts.sch.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:aca@goffs.herts.sch.uk


 

 

Your Guide to Year 8 Design and Technology 
 
Assessment Criteria: 
Students will be assessed using GCSE style assessments using the Steps to Success 1-9 system 
 

Expectations of Students:  
Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate DT materials and equipment. Long hair 
must be tied back for practical sessions 
 

Term Topic, title and unit What students will be 
learning 

How can you specifically help 
your child 

Autumn 1 
 

Design Movement 
CAD CAM Clock 

History of Design, Pop Art 
and De Stijl. Use of CAD 
CAM for designing. Acrylic 
and Tensol Cement to 
construct a clock 

You can encourage your child to 
help with everyday applications 
of Design and Technology at 
home; Sawing, putting up 
shelves and house decoration 

Autumn 2 Batch Production 
Christmas Project 

Design of a product and its 
packaging for a chosen 
market for batch 
production using vacuum 
forming 

Look at products that are 
available specifically for 
Christmas. How do they appeal 
to a target market? 

Spring  
 

“light” MDF, ply, Pine, some pallet 
wood and acrylic. Use of 
machines and hand tools to 
manipulate and shape, 
finishes, laser cutter, 
assembly, pillar drill, 
doweling. 

Allow the disassembly of old 
and broken products to see how 
they work will help your child’s 
understanding of technological 
and mechanical processes 
(please cut the plug off if they 
are electrical before giving it to 
them).  

Summer Day of the Dead 
Project 
 

Create a textile product to 
solve an everyday problem 
with the theme of the Day 
of the Dead. 
Use of the sewing machine 
and a wide variety of 
textiles decorative 
techniques. Use of 
components and fitting zips 

take children shopping and 
point out names of fabrics to 
increase their confidence and 
ability to apply the subject, 
Practice threading a needle, 
sewing on buttons and helping 
with the ironing, and washing of 
clothes 

Useful information: 
Each half term the students have 7-8 where they learn the techniques or topic, then near the end of 
the half term begin their 3 week test- this includes creating their piece of D/T work using the 
techniques taught in class. 

 
Contact Details:  
Name: Miss G Dane - Design and Technology Teacher   
Email: g.dane@goffschurchgate.herts.sch.uk 
 
 
 

mailto:g.dane@goffschurchgate.herts.sch.uk


 

 

Your Guide to Year 8 Drama  
 
Assessment Criteria: 
Creating, Performing and Evaluating. Students will be assessed using GCSE style assessments using 
the Steps to Success 1-9 system 
 

Expectations of Students:  
Excellent attendance. Full commitment to rehearsals in and out of lessons 
 

Term Topic, title and unit What students will be 
learning 

How can you specifically help 
your child 

Autumn 1 What is a stimulus Learners will understand 
different stimuli and how 
drama is created around 
it. 

Write a story about something 
meaningful to them.  
Put lots of different objects in 
front of them and they have to 
write a story that involves all of 
them. 

Autumn 2 Drama Styles Learners will understand 
different practitioner 
methods and created 
styles. Soap opera, 
melodrama etc… 

Research different styles of 
theatre. 
Take them to see a musical or 
pantomime. 
Role on the wall of the character 
they are playing in lesson. 

Spring 1 Identification 
 

To understand the poem 
stimulus and different 
techniques. 

Writing a monologue from any 
character’s POV.  

Write a script about anything- 
using the correct form and 
structure of a script.  

Create a circle diagram on a key 
theme and involve the types of 
characters you could find in the 
theme.  

Spring 2 Music, Drama and 
Atmosphere 

Understanding drama 
mediums in the studio 
and theatre. 
 

Create a PPT on all the different 
types of stage lanterns and their 
job roles on the west end stage. 
To design their own stage 
lighting for their own chosen 
atmosphere, whether angry, 
sad, happy, jealous. 

Summer 1 The boy in the 
striped PJs 

Understanding themes, 
forms and structures of 
BITSP. 

 Writing a monologue from any 
character’s POV.  
Write a script about anything- 
using the correct form and 
structure of a script.  

Create a circle diagram on a key 
theme and involve the types of 
characters you could find in the 
theme.  

Summer 2 The influence of TV Understanding TV drama. Watch Britain’s got talent. 
Caricature research. 



 

 

Watch a pastiche actor in a film. 
E.g- The kings speech 

Useful information: 
The students per half term have around 7-8 lessons being taught the techniques or topic, then near 
the end of the half term begin their 3 week test- this includes being recorded during the ‘creating’ 
stage, the recorded during the ‘performing’ stage- then we watch it as a class and they write 
strengths and improvements in their ‘evaluating’ stage. 
 

 
Contact Details: 
Name: Miss G Joyce - Head of Creative Arts 
Email: g.joyce@goffschurchgate.herts.sch.uk 
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Your Guide to Year 8 English 
 
Assessment Criteria: 
Students will be assessed using GCSE style assessments using the Steps to Success 1-9 system. Each 
assessment is marked using this criteria which outlines the differences between each level. This is 
given to students at the beginning of the school year. 
 

Expectations of Students 
Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate stationery. They also need to read their 
teachers’ comments in their books and act on the feedback given. Students are expected to 
complete their progress tracking in the front of their books after every assessment. 
 

Term Topic Title and 
unit 

What students will be 
learning 

How you can specifically help 
your child 

 

Autumn 1 John Boyce’s “The 
Boy in the Striped 
Pyjamas” 
 

Students will look at John 
Boyne’s work in depth 
analysing theme, 
character and language. 
Students will be 
encouraged to explore 
alternative viewpoints, 
memorise and summarise 
events and quotes. We are 
linking this SOW with skills 
needed for GCSE Language 
Paper 1. 
Students will be marked 
on: 
1. Their ability to answer 
questions on how the 
writer uses language to 
engage and audience, 
using PETE chain 
paragraphs. Mid-term 
assessment. 
2. Their ability to write a 
short story based on 
themes relevant to John 
Boyne’s novel. End of unit 
assessment. 

You can help support your child 
by researching concentration 
camps in World War 2, as well as 
hearing them read for 15 minutes 
every night to help them look for 
interesting adjectives, adverbs 
and vocabulary. This will help 
them to write more creatively 
and skilfully. 
 
You can also help by testing them 
on their spelling words and 
checking they have used a variety 
of sentences in their homework 
In addition, encouraging them to 
write descriptive pieces around 
images will also help boost their 
confidence with creative writing. 

Autumn 2 Romeo and Juliet 
 

Students will learn about 
the life and times of 
William Shakespeare and 
the set text. They will also 
study the language, 
structure and context of 
the play in depth. This 
SOW is tailored around 
GCSE Literature paper 1. 

You can encourage your child to 
independently research William 
Shakespeare. Useful website: 
http://www.shakespeare.org.uk/
home.html 
 
You can also help by testing them 
on their spelling words and 
checking they have used a variety 

http://www.shakespeare.org.uk/home.html
http://www.shakespeare.org.uk/home.html


 

 

 
They will be marked on: 
1. Their ability to analyse 
an extract from the play 
using a PEAR paragraph. 
Mid-term assessment. 
2. Their ability to answer a 
question based on the 
entire Shakespeare text 
using PEAR paragraphs.  
End of unit assessment. 

of sentences in their homework 
Listen to their monologues and 
help them to make sure they are 
able to speak for around 3 
minutes for this task. 
 

Spring 1 Short Stories 
 

Students will learn how to 
analyse and read short 
stories. They will learn the 
conventions of story 
writing and analyse the 
key features in a number 
of existing texts. As a 
class, they will then 
produce their own short 
story anthology and 
donate it to a primary 
school. 
 
They will be marked on: 
1. Their ability to respond 
to short stories. Mid-term 
assessment. 
2. Their ability to create an 
imaginative and 
interesting book for a local 
primary school child that 
includes the conventions 
of children’s story books.  
End of unit assessment. 

You can help your child by 
encouraging them to re-visit 
some of their favourite primary 
school books and ask them what 
they liked and why. You can also 
encourage them to work on their 
stories at home and help them 
with getting pictures and other 
things they might want to include 
in their story 
 
You can also help by testing them 
on their spelling words and 
checking they have used a variety 
of sentences in their homework 
 

Spring 2 Sherlock Holes and 
other 19th Century 
Literature 

Students will start to 
familiarise themselves 
with 19th century 
literature and the style of 
language of the period. 
They will analyse 
characters and themes 
from “The Speckled Band” 
using analytical PEAR 
paragraphs. This unit links 
to GCSE Literature paper  
 
Students will be marked 
on: 
1. A creative and 

Encourage your child read other 
19th century literature will help 
them adjust and become more 
comfortable with the complex 
use of language. 
 
Novels your child might enjoy 
include: 

- The Jungle Book 

- The Water Babies 

- Black Beauty 

- Treasure Island 



 

 

imaginative writing piece 
based around the scene of 
a crime. Mid-term 
assessment 
2. A character analysis of 
the antagonist from 
Arthur Conan’s Doyle’s 
novel “The Speckled 
band” End of unit 
assessment 

Summer 1 Travel writing: 
“Wish you were 
here” 
 
Reading and 
writing non-fiction. 
 
 

Students will learn about 
the different types of 
writing involved the travel 
industry including, writing 
reviews, leaflets, 
brochures, and travel 
writing. Students will also 
be learning how to 
analyse media articles and 
explain how language and 
presentational devices are 
used to create an impact. 
This SOW is based on the 
GCSE Language Paper 2 
marking criteria. 
 
Students will be marked 
on: 
1. Their ability to write a 
review on a hotel 
experience. Writing 
Assessment. 
2. Their ability to respond 
analytically to piece of 
travel writing End of Unit 
assessment. 

You can help your child by 
encouraging them to read a 
variety of pieces with different 
purposes, from a range of 
magazines or the internet. You 
could also encourage them to 
watch travel documentary clips 
on TV or YouTube. 
 
You can also help by testing them 
on their spelling words and 
checking they have used a variety 
of sentences in their homework. 
 
You can also help them by 
reading the same articles and 
then talking about the content, 
who it is aimed at, and what the 
author’s purpose is. 

Summer 2 Other cultures 
poetry and fantasy 
poetry 

Students will be learning 
the key skills required to 
analyse poetry. They will 
also be revising key poetry 
terms, taught how to 
compare poems and how 
to memorise keys quotes. 
This SOW will be modelled 
around GCSE Literature 
Paper 2. 
Students will be marked 
on: 
 
1. Descriptive task- using 

You can help by asking your child 
to research a culture that is 
completely different to their own 
and find out how it differ in terms 
of : dress, foods they eat, what 
they celebrate, what religion they 
practice etc. 
You can also help by testing them 
on their spelling words and 
checking they have used a variety 
of sentences in their homework. 



 

 

poem title as a stimulus. 
Writing Assessment 
2. Write a comparative 
essay using- PEECEE 
paragraphs. Reading 
Assessment 

Useful information: 
Term 2a – Students will be producing their own short stories for primary school pupils. 
Term 3b – Students will be produce their own poems as part of a school’s poetry competition. 

 
Contact Details: 
Name: Mr A Nichola – Head of English 
Email: a.nichola@goffschurchgate.herts.sch.uk 
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Your Guide to Year 8 Geography  
 
Assessment Criteria: 
Students will have a one-hour lesson three times a fortnight. Students will be assessed using GCSE 
style assessments using the Steps to Success 1-9 system 
 

Expectations of Students: 
Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate stationary. They also need to read their 
teacher’s comments in their books and act on the feedback given.  
All independent learning must be completed on time and brought to the next lesson. 
 

Term Topic Title and 
unit 

 

What students will be 
learning 

How you can specifically help 
your child 

 

Autumn 1 Rivers and flooding  
 

Key river features; 
processes, including 
erosion transportation 
and deposition and 
flooding . 

By encouraging students to ask 
questions about the news and 
relate what they see and hear to 
a Geographical context.   
 
There are a number of television 
programmes, BBC news and 
films available and they are a 
brilliant way to build an 
understanding of different 
places and locations.   
 
Visiting different places and 
museums on a regular basis will 
also develop your child’s 
awareness and understanding of 
Geography in the world around 
them, particularly if you 
encourage them to build up 
their fieldwork sketches and 
map reading skills. 
 
You could subscribe to monthly 
geographical magazines such as 
“Global Eye and “National 
Geographic” 
 
Useful websites:  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/educatio
n/subjects/zrw76sg 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/
websites/11_16/site/geography.
shtml 
 
http://world-geography-

Autumn 2 Plate tectonics   
 
 
 

The structure of the earth; 
plate tectonic theory;  
effects of volcanoes and 
earthquakes and  case 
studies – Japan/Haiti 
Tsunamis: causes and 
location. 

Spring 1 Resource 
management 
(food/energy) 
 

Farming and ; types of 
energy resources; 
renewable and non 
renewable energy; 
consumption and 
demand; causes and 
impact of climate change. 

Spring 2 Eco systems 
 

Extreme climates; tropical 
rainforests, desert and 
tundra biome, including 
the factors that affect the 
3 biome’s and possible 
solutions 

Summer 1 Urban areas 

 

Urban and rural areas; 
causes and distribution of 
urbanised countries ; land 
use; problems in the inner 
city (housing) and 
solutions; sustainable 
cities - Masdar  
 

Summer 2 Rivers and flooding  
 

Key river features; 
processes, including 
erosion transportation 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zrw76sg
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zrw76sg
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites/11_16/site/geography.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites/11_16/site/geography.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites/11_16/site/geography.shtml
http://world-geography-games.com/


 

 

and deposition and 
flooding . 

games.com/ 
 
http://www.geography.org.uk/r
esources 

 
Contact Details: 
Name: Mrs E Powell – Head of Humanities and M.F.L 
Email: e.powell@goffschurchgate.herts.sch.uk 
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Your Guide to Year 8 German 
 
Assessment Criteria: 
At the end of every unit students are assessed in four key skill areas: Listening, Reading, Speaking and 
Writing, using GCSE style assessments using the Steps to Success 1-9 system 
 

Expectations of Students: 
Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate stationary. They also need to read their 
teacher’s comments in their books and respond to the feedback given.  
All independent learning must be completed on time and brought to the next lesson. 
Students are also expected to complete ongoing revision of content and key vocabulary. 
 

Term Topic Title and 
unit 

 

What students will be 
learning 

How you can specifically help 
your child 

 

Autumn Healthy lifestyle - 

Sport 

 

 

Described sporting habits 
& preferences  with 
reasons – using present, 
past & future tenses; 
sporting injuries and 
illnesses and plans for a 
healthier lifestyle 

You can assist your child by 
supporting them with learning 
key vocabulary, phrases and 
grammatical points. 
 
Please ensure that your child 
completes all independent 
learning tasks - all homework is 
issued in class and logged on 
‘Show my homework’. 
 
Online resources: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/educatio
n/subjects/zcj2tfr 
- listening and speaking practice 
http://www.memrise.com  
https://www.duolingo.com/cou
rse/de/en/Learn-German-Online 
– vocabulary learning 
http://www.voki.com/- create 
your own “voki avatar” to assist 
pronunciation through “text to 
speech” facilities 
 

Spring  
 

Healthy lifestyle - 

Food and drink 

Describe meals, eating 
habits & preferences -  
with reasons; at the 
market; eating out; 
restaurant trips - present, 
past & future; 
traditional dishes of the 
target language speaking 
country 

Summer  Holidays Describe holidays , using 
the past tense and future 
tense and dream 
destinations, using the 
conditional tense 
 

 
Contact Details: 
Name: Mrs E Powell - Head of Humanities and MFL 
Email: e.powell@goffschurchgate.herts.sch.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zcj2tfr
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zcj2tfr
http://www.memrise.com/
https://www.duolingo.com/course/de/en/Learn-German-Online
https://www.duolingo.com/course/de/en/Learn-German-Online
http://www.voki.com/-


 

 

Your Guide to Year 8 History 
 
Assessment Criteria 
At the end of every unit students are assessed using GCSE style assessments using the Steps to 
Success 1-9 system 
 

Expectations of Students: 
Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate stationary. They also need to read their 
teacher’s comments in their books and respond to the feedback given.  
All independent learning must be completed on time and brought to the next lesson. 
Students are also expected to complete ongoing revision of content and key vocabulary. 
 

Term Topic Title and 
unit 

 

What students will be 
learning 

How you can specifically help 
your child 

 

Autumn 1 Transatlantic Slave 
Trade and 
the British Empire 
 

Triangular trade; 
experiences at each stage; 
slave resistance; 
abolitionist movement ; 
abolition vs. Empire 

You can assist your child by 
supporting them with learning 
key vocabulary 
 
Encourage them to ask 
questions about the news and 
relate what they see and hear 
to the historical context. 
 
Encourage your child to watch 
television programmes and 
films linked to the topics to 
build an understanding of 
different time periods. 
 
You could subscribe to history 
magazines to develop 
chronological understanding 
as well as focus on specific 
events. These include “BBC 
History” and  “History today” 
 
Please ensure that your child 
completes all independent 
learning tasks - all homework 
is issued in class and logged on 
‘Show my homework’ 
 
Visit historical sites, eg castles 
and museums on a regular 
basis to develop your child’s 
awareness and understanding 
of history in context. the 
British museum, the tower of 

Autumn 2 Scramble for Africa 
and WWI 
 

Students will be learning 
about what the scramble 
for Africa was; how the  
scramble for Africa led to 
WWI; reasons for 
European colonisation; 
political views of 
European countries; long 
and short term tensions; 
WWI key events and 
impacts 

Spring 1 1920's Germany and 
America 

Hitler’s background and 
why people supported 
him from 1929; Methods 
of control; Different 
experiences in Germany; 
American experiences of 
the ‘Boom’; Immigration 
and intolerance 
(Communism, old vs. new, 
Black experience) and 
prohibition 

Spring 2 WWII 
 

Students will be learning  
about why the British 
portrayed Dunkirk as a 
victory; Pearl Harbor and 
the reaction of America; 
why this battle led to 
Hitler’s fall; the impact of 



 

 

one man on World War 
Two; the Holocaust 

London, The Globe, Victoria 
and Albert museum, Imperial 
war museum, the holocaust 
centre, Lowewood 
(Hoddesdon)  Museum and the 
Gunpowder mills (Waltham 
Abbey).  
 
Online resources: 
http://www.historylearningsit
e.co.uk/ 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/educati
on/subjects/zk26n39 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/
ancient/archaeology/launch_tl
_ages_treasure.shtml 
http://www.historyworld.net/ 

Summer  Civil Rights 
Movement 
 

How significant was the 
American Civil Rights Act 
1964? The breaking down 
of the Jim Crows Laws ; 
Black American Civil 
Rights; Movement to the 
eventual signing of the 
Civil Rights Act by 
President Johnson  

 Vietnam War Students will be learning  
about :Guerilla tactics in 
Vietnam and their 
effectiveness; why and 
how did America get 
involved? 

 
Contact Details: 
Name: Mrs D Halley – History Teacher 
Email: d.halley@goffschurchgate.herts.sch.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Your guide to Year 8 Mathematics 
 
Course 
Students will be continuing with the national KS3 programme of study over three years which they 
started in year 7. Each set will be following a slightly different schedule at a slightly different level, 
depending upon the targets of the students in the group. More detailed information about the 
programme of study can be found on the Pearson/Edexcel: 
http:// http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html  
Students will sit formal assessments at the end of each term, which will usually consist of 
components from SATS papers. All tests are an hour long and will inform decisions about setting 
going into Year 9. 
How to support your child at home? 

 Complete all of the Mathswatch assignments set by their class teacher, a password and login 
will be given to your child 

 Regularly complete practice papers from www.emaths.co.uk/KS3Sat.htm (students should ask 
their teacher to find out what level they should be doing). Mark schemes and grade 
boundaries are also available on the website so students can monitor their own progress. 

 Use Youtube to find videos on topics which are of particular difficulty 

 Ensure your child completes all homework. 

 Ensure your child is fully equipped each lesson including a calculator. 

 Use BBC KS3 Bitesize. 
 

Course Content for Year 8  

                 Unit 1: Number                Unit 1: Number 

Set 1 Set 2 

Prime factor decomposition Calculations 

Laws of indices Calculating with negative integers 

Powers of 10 Powers and roots 

Calculating estimation Powers and roots with brackets 

Algebra Substituting into expressions 

Simplifying expressions Multiples and factors 

More simplifying Geometry and shape 

Expanding and simplifying Area of a triangles 

Substitution and Solving Area of a parallelogram and trapezium 

Geometry and Shape Volume of cubes and cuboids 

Plans and Elevations Surface area of cubes and cuboids 

Surface area of a prism Problems with measure 

Volume of a prism Algebra 

Circumference of a circle Algebraic Powers 

Area of a circle Expressions and brackets 

Cylinders Writing expressions and formulae 

Pythagoras Theorem Factorising expressions 

Graphs One step equations 

Direct Proportion Two step equations 

Interpreting financial graphs Balancing method 

Distance time graphs Graphs 



 

 

Rates of Change Conversion Graphs 

Misleading graphs Distance time graphs 

 Line graphs 

 Complex line graphs 

 Graphs and functions 

 Real life graphs 

 
Contact Details: 
Name: Mrs J Gissing – Lead teacher  
Email: j.gissing@goffschurchgate.herts.sch.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 Your Guide to Year 8 Core Physical Education  
 
Assessment Criteria: 
At the end of every unit students are assessed using GCSE style assessments using the Steps to 
Success 1-9 system 
 

Expectations of Students:  
Students are expected to come with the correct equipment for every lesson, including lessons 
where they may be injured. In this case students will not take an active part in the performance 
part of the lesson but may be required to act as a coach or an official. 
 

Term Topic, title and unit What students will be 
learning 

How can you specifically help 
your child 

Autumn 1 OAA Development of 
intellectual and physical 
challenges to refine 
problem solving skills. 
 
Theory: 
Health, fitness and 
wellbeing 
Physical, mental , social 
health  

Please encourage your child to 
attend the after-school activity 
for the sport they are covering 
in this unit. Please make sure 
your child has their kit for 
every lesson. If they are 
injured please send in a note 
but still bring kit so they can 
be involved in the learning 
that takes place. 
 
All students will be provided a 
revision sheet which they can 
use to improve theory 
understanding. 

Autumn 2 Swimming 
 

Refinement of stroke 
development and water 
confidence and 
competence. 
Introduction to 
competition, tactics and 
strategies. 
 
Theory: 
Functions of body systems 
Components of fitness 
 

Please encourage your child to 
attend the after-school activity 
for the sport they are covering 
in this unit. Please make sure 
your child has their kit for 
every lesson. If they are 
injured please send in a note 
but still bring kit so they can 
be involved in the learning 
that takes place. 
 
All students will be provided a 
revision sheet which they can 
use to improve theory 
understanding. 

Spring 1 Gymnastics/Dance 
 

Refinement and 
development of accuracy 
of performance/dance 
styles 
Application of skills on 
basic equipment. 
Individual and group 

Please encourage your child to 
attend the after-school activity 
for the sport they are covering 
in this unit. Please make sure 
your child has their kit for 
every lesson. If they are 
injured please send in a note 



 

 

performances to small 
groups 
 
Theory: 
Planes of movement 
Axes of rotation. Short and 
long term effects of 
exercise. 

but still bring kit so they can 
be involved in the learning 
that takes place. 
 
All students will be provided a 
revision sheet which they can 
use to improve theory 
understanding. 

Spring 2 Games 
 

Refinement of key skills. 
Development of 
competition, tactics and 
strategies through small 
sided games. 
 
Theory: 
Mental preparation 
techniques 
Characteristics of skilful 
performance 
 
 

Please encourage your child to 
attend the after-school activity 
for the sport they are covering 
in this unit. Please make sure 
your child has their kit for 
every lesson. If they are 
injured please send in a note 
but still bring kit so they can 
be involved in the learning 
that takes place. 
 
All students will be provided a 
revision sheet which they can 
use to improve theory 
understanding. 

Summer 1 Athletics 
 

Refinement and 
development of 
techniques. 
Application of skills, tactics 
and strategies in 
competitive situations. 
 
Theory: 
The principles of training  

Please encourage your child to 
attend the after-school activity 
for the sport they are covering 
in this unit. Please make sure 
your child has their kit for 
every lesson. If they are 
injured please send in a note 
but still bring kit so they can 
be involved in the learning 
that takes place. 
 
All students will be provided a 
revision sheet which they can 
use to improve theory 
understanding. 

Summer 2 Striking and fielding 
 

Refinement and 
development of key skills. 
Application of skills, tactics 
and strategies in 
competitive situations. 
 
Theory: 
Strategies to improve 
participation 
 

Please encourage your child to 
attend the after-school activity 
for the sport they are covering 
in this unit. Please make sure 
your child has their kit for 
every lesson. If they are 
injured please send in a note 
but still bring kit so they can 
be involved in the learning 
that takes place. 
 
All students will be provided a 



 

 

revision sheet which they can 
use to improve theory 
understanding. 

Useful information: 
These lessons will focus on developing skills and fitness with participation being the key area. 
 
Please be aware that the order the PE modules may be taught in a different order from above 
depending upon the group your child is in. You will be given advanced warning of which items of 
the PE kit will be needed for the following half term 
 

 
Contact Details:  
Name: Mr T Massey - PE Teacher    
Emails: t.massey@goffschurchgate.herts.sch.uk    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:t.massey@goffschurchgate.herts.sch.uk


 

 

Your Guide to Year 8 Religious Studies  
 
Assessment Criteria: 
Students will have a one-hour lesson twice a fortnight. Students will be assessed using GCSE style 
assessments using the Steps to Success 1-9 system 
 

Expectations of Students: 
Students are expected to come equipped with appropriate stationary. They also need to read their 
teacher’s comments in their books and act on the feedback given.  
All independent learning must be completed on time and brought to the next lesson. 
 

Term Topic Title and 
unit 

 

What students will be 
learning 

How you can specifically help 
your child 

 

Autumn 1 Is it important to 
show God faith 
through practice?  
 

An investigation of what it 
means to be Muslim and 
follow the teachings and 
practices of Islam. 
Assessment: Explain one 
pillar of Islam - Prayer or 
Fasting. Explain how this is 
similar or different to your 
own view. 

Encourage your child to ask 
questions and suggest answers 
about current news stories and 
have regular discussions with 
your child to encourage them 
to provide a balanced opinion 
on ethical issues, for example, 
is it right to go to war?  There 
are a number of television 
programmes, documentaries 
and films available that show 
examples of individuals acting 
in accordance with their 
beliefs.  
 
Useful websites:  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news 
 

Autumn 2 Does it matter how I 
behave? 
 

A key ethical question that 
considers the short and 
long-term consequences 
for misbehaviour. 
Students will learn about 
the Hindu belief in karma 
and consider different 
beliefs in the afterlife. 

Spring 1 Does it matter how I 
behave? 
 

Students will consider 
non-religious 
consequences for 
behaviour. 
Assessment: Create a 
board game to reflect the 
idea that all actions have 
consequences. 

Spring 2 Can Sikh beliefs 
solve inequality? 
 

Investigates fundamental 
Sikh beliefs and how they 
can be used to help create 
community cohesion. 
Assessment: Explain how 
Sikh beliefs promote 
equality 

Summer 1 Should we suffer to 
stand up for our 
beliefs? 
 

An investigation into the 
beliefs and Practices of 
Mahatma Gandhi and how 
he changed a nation. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news


 

 

End of year 8 Assessment: 
For ONE event in Gandhi’s 
life, answer this question 
Was Gandhi right to have 
suffered for his beliefs? 

Summer 2 Does God 
communicate with 
people? 
 

A unit that explores the 
concept of religious 
experiences and miracles 
and how they can lead to 
conversion. This follows 
the case study of Nicky 
Cruz. 

 
Contact Details: 
Name: Mrs S Renew - Religious Studies Teacher 
Email: s.renew@goffschurchgate.herts.sch.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Your Guide to Year 8 Science 
 
Assessment Criteria: 
Module exam for each topic 
Assessment for learning tasks for topics 
End of year exam covering all topics 
 

Term Topic Title and 
unit 

What students will be 
learning 

How you can specifically help 
your child 

Term 1 
(weeks 1-6) 

Gas exchange  
(Biology)  

Structure of the lungs  
Inhale and exhale  
Heart (circulation) 
Gas exchange  
Anaerobic and aerobic 
respiration   

Students can access specific 
sites,  

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/
education/topics/zvrrd
2p 
 

Term 1  Rock cycle 
(Chemistry) 

Igneous, sedimentary, 
metamorphic rocks  
Weathering  
Fossils  
Rock cycle   

Students can access specific 
sites,  

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/
education/topics/z3fv4
wx 
 

Term 1  Energy transfer  
(Physics)  

Conduction (Insulators) 
Convection  
Radiation  
Energy efficiency  
Protective clothing  
 

Students can access specific 
sites,  

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/
education/topics/zc3g8
7h 
 

Term 1  Microbes  (Biology) Bacteria, virus, Fungi  
Primary defence  
Secondary defence  
White blood cells  
Drug trails  
Vaccines and antibiotics  
Fit and healthy  
Bones, knees  
Antagonistic joints   

Students can access specific 
sites,  

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/
education/topics/ztnnb
9q 
 

Term 2  Chemical reactions  
(Chemistry)  

Chemical reactions  
Metal and oxygen  
Metal and acids  
Metal and carbonates  
Reactivity series  
Displacement reactions  
Extracting metals  
Exothermic  
Endothermic  
Electrolysis   

Students can access specific 
sites,  

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/
education/topics/zr3g8
7h/resources/1 
 

Term 2  Waves (Physic)  Waves  
Sound  
Structure of the ear 
(Hearing) 

Students can access specific 
sites,  

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/
education/topics/zw98

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zvrrd2p
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zvrrd2p
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zvrrd2p
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/z3fv4wx
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/z3fv4wx
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/z3fv4wx
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zc3g87h
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zc3g87h
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zc3g87h
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/ztnnb9q
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/ztnnb9q
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/ztnnb9q
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zr3g87h/resources/1
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zr3g87h/resources/1
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zr3g87h/resources/1
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zw982hv
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zw982hv


 

 

Ultrasound  
EMS   

2hv 
 

Term 2  Grouping 
organisms  
(Biology)  

Classification  
Species and hybrids  
Punnett squares  
Selective breeding  
DNA debate   

 Students can access 
specific sites,  

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/
education/topics/zpffr8
2 
 

Term 2  Environmental 
science (Chemistry)  

Deforestation, 
eutrophication  
Recycling  
Carbon cycle  
Nitrogen cycle    

Students can access specific 
sites,  

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/
education/topics/zvsyc
dm/resources/1 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/
education/guides/zt6sf
g8/revision 
 

Term 3  Forces  
(Physics)  

Forces  
Mass and gravity  
Gravity  
Distance-time graphs  
Displacement graphs  
Speed  
Momentum  
Turning forces   

Students can access specific 
sites,  

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/
education/topics/z4brd
2p 
 

Term 3  Plants  
(Biology)   

Photosynthesis  
Structure of the leaf  
Gas exchange  
Plant reproduction  
Hydroponics  
Plant adaptations   

Students can access specific 
sites,  

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/
education/topics/zvrrd
2p 
 

Term 3  Light  
(Physics)  

Light and vision  
Reflection  
Refraction  
Dispersion  
Filters  
Structure of the eye  
Telescopes   

Students can access specific 
sites,  

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/
education/topics/zw98
2hv 
 

 

 
 
Contact details: 
Name: Miss Z Bird – Head of Science 
Email: z.bird@goffschurchgate.herts.sch.uk 
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