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Goffs-Churchgate Academy  

Summer School Report 2021 

The programme aimed to deliver a short summer school with a blend of academic education and enrichment 

activities as set out in the DfE guidance. 

We chose to run a one-week Summer School from 23rd to 27th August 2021 and offered a place to every 

incoming Year 7 student (127 places). We also offered places to our vulnerable students in all other year 

groups, CLA, PLA, CIN, students with ongoing Mental Health needs and those who had struggled with the 

lockdown. 

A programme was developed to ensure that each day of summer school, each child was provided with: 

• An English lesson 

• A Maths lesson 

• A lesson from the wider curriculum, History/Geography/Technology, including War re-enactments, 

orienteering and designing and making t-shirts  

• Enrichment activities such as sports and team building, including Archery, football, basketball, tennis, 

netball, rounders, athletics, rugby, delivered over 4 days 

• Mental Health support and nurture sessions (daily) 

• Daily swimming lessons for all students in small groups 

• A celebration event at the end of the week (Celebration assembly, certificates and a fun inflatable 

session) 

• Free cooked and balanced meals for all students at lunch, as well as fruit and breaktime snacks each 

day 

Take up from our incoming year groups was in high demand, with 90% of the incoming Year 7 cohort taking 

place on at least one day. 85% attended for more than one day.  

Pupil attendance to summer school  

Monday 96 

Tuesday 96 

Wednesday 94 

Thursday 92 

Friday  94 
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Experienced, qualified subject specialist teachers from our existing staff taught all lessons, supported by 

experienced LSA’s in each lesson to provide the high number of SEN students’ additional support. Our LSA’s 

also delivered nurture and pastoral sessions for those pre-identified as having those needs and for students 

who had emerging needs over the course of the week. In addition, Mental Health first aiders were available 

every day.  

Breakdown of spending 

Staffing  Experienced subject specialist teachers 
Experienced LSA’s 
Pastoral support team 
Mental Health First Aiders 
Provider: All internal staff – Goffs-Churchgate 
Academy 

£21,000 

Catering  Free cooked lunch for every student every day. 
Catering provider: Chartwells 

£2,200 

Resources  Resources for lessons including practical subjects 
such as technology. 
Healthy snacks and fruit juices  

£1,800 

Sports Provision  External Sports coaches to deliver high-end 
provision across a range of sports  
Provider: Super Star Sports  

£550 

Enrichment  Inflatables and resources to provide enriching 
experiences across the week and for end of the 
week celebration  

£2725 
 

Swimming lessons  Daily swimming lessons for every child 
Funded via Sports England 

£1,400 

Total   £28,275 
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Impact 

The impact of running a one-week summer school has been significant. The transitional work that took place 

during the summer school had a profound effect on pupils beginning school at the start of term. Students 

were familiar with the surroundings; they knew staff by name and had developed relationships with their 

peers. Most students were able to name a trusted adult within the first few days of school, as they had 

developed trusting relationships over the course of the summer school week. In addition, a direct impact of 

the Summer School was seen in the attendance of students of Year 7 in the first weeks of school.  

 

 
 

Year 7 weekly attendance 2021/22 

 
 

Year 7 weekly attendance 2020/21 

   

Week 1 98.20% 98.60% 

Week 2 99% 96.70% 

week 3 98.40% 95.60% 

Week 4 97.40% 93.20% 

 

During September 2021, we usually see a peak of referrals for pastoral support and support for anxiety. 

However, the amount of support we had to deploy this year was significantly reduced, and parents and 

students have verbalised that this was due to the summer school.  

Parental Feedback 

“I want to say thank you!  On the walk home this afternoon, X said he is really enjoying summer school! It is 

so lovely to see him walk into school happily when he was so apprehensive at the beginning. In my 

opinion, summer school has been a definite positive for the transition process!” 

“ I would like to thank you for an amazing summer school. My daughter loved every single day of it.” 

“Just wanted to send a heartfelt note of THANKS for the wonderful arrangements made in 
the Summer School as a part of the transition programme. 
X attended all five days and truly looked forward to the experience. The blend of introduction to the 
subjects, extracurricular activities, and the opportunity to make new friends was absolutely brilliant!” 
 
“As new parents, we feel very welcome and less anxious now about the transition into the school. X  is 
looking forward to working hard and giving his best as he has already enjoyed the stepping stone into the 
community of his new school.” 
 
“Thank you once again for the wonderful opportunity of Summer School, especially the Inflatables & swim 
fun as well as the cafeteria experience!” 
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Student Feedback  

“I was so worried about starting secondary school because it’s big and I don’t know the school. Summer 

school was fun, and now I’m not worried anymore because I know people, and the school doesn’t seem 

strange.” 

“ It’s been good as I know people, and I’ve made friends.” 

“ I really like my teachers, and I know that it’s not so scary now. I don’t think I will be nervous next week.” 

“Having a fun day on Friday was my best day, and I got to play sports I haven’t done before, like archery.” 

“ This was fun because we didn’t get to do our year six trip, so I felt like I had a turn of going to camp.”  


