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                     16th October 2019 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Across both schools in the Trust, we are committed to reducing our environmental footprint and ensuring 
that we do everything we can to reduce the amount of non-recyclable waste that is produced.  Both 
school’s Student Parliaments have this vision as central to their strategic development plans for this year. 
I am sure you are aware of the environmental impact of plastics.  Across the two schools there are over 
2,000 staff and students.  If we assume on average that every person buys 5 drinks a week (whether they 
be plastic bottles of drink, cans of drink, or hot drinks where the cup is non-recyclable) for 39 school weeks, 
this equates to 390,000 single use drinks containers in just one year; a significant volume that is going into 
landfill or recycling centres.  In addition, there is of course the environmental impact of the drinks 
production, transportation and storage. 
 
The Trust is keen to play its part in addressing the single use plastics and wider environmental agenda, and 
is very grateful that our caterers have proactively engaged with us on this. Therefore, working closely with 
Chartwells, we will be introducing a number of changes this academic year to reduce our environmental 
footprint, starting with single use plastics. 
 
With effect from Monday 4th November 2019, the catering facilities at both schools will no longer sell any 
drinks in plastic bottles or cans, or serve hot drinks in non recyclable cups.  On Monday 4th November, each 
student in Years 7 - 11 will be issued with a reusable drinks bottle. Those Sixth Form at Goffs who expressed 
an interest in receiving one, will receive a reusable drinks bottle and/or a reusable thermal cup for hot 
drinks.  Over the October half-term break, the catering facilities will have drinks dispensers fitted where, 
once students have purchased a token, they will be able to fill up their reusable drinks bottle with a drink of 
their choice.  The usual water stations will remain in place at both schools, where students can of course fill 
up their bottle with no charge. 
 
Whilst each student will be given a reusable bottle free of charge in the first instance, should they lose their 
bottle or damage it, they will need to purchase a new one.  We would also encourage you to ensure that 
your child’s reusable bottle is cleaned regularly at home, so that it is fresh to use every day. 
 
Both Student Parliaments have further plans as to how we can continue to drive down our environmental 
footprint, and we will be writing to you later in the year to update you on these plans.  This will include 
looking at the packaging of food in the catering facilities to see how we can reduce waste product. 
I hope you will agree that this is an exciting project for the schools; as always, please do not hesitate to 
contact us if you have any queries. 
 
Yours sincerely 

                             
Mark Ellis                                           Thomas Sparks 
Principal at Goffs                              Principal at Goffs-Churchgate 


