
 
 

 

NEWSLETTER JULY 2022 

A Message from the Principal 
Wow, what a year!  When I look back at the last 12 months, we started in September 2021 with Covid testing, and 

now we end with red weather warnings for extreme heat.  2021-2022 will live long in the memory for a whole host of 

reasons.   

 

Our school community has much to celebrate, 

not least their OFSTED report highlighting our 

strong sense of community and ambition for all 

students.  We are delighted to be graded as 

'Good' with 'Outstanding' features.  Next year, 

the school will be full, with over 600 students 

being part of our school community and Goffs-

Churchgate Academy.  We have many exciting 

plans ahead for next year, and I draw your at-

tention to our Strategic Development Plan on 

our website that highlights these developments 

by clicking here. 

 

Also, this year, we have had many events and 

activities that have supplemented students 

learning in the classroom.  Over 80% of students 

have attended a school trip, and whilst we had to postpone some trips in the last week of the term due to the heat, 

students have still been able to experience theatre trips, residentials, fieldwork, and much more.  In addition, in school, 

we have had our Annual Health and Wellbeing Day, our Cultural Diversity Day, Careers Workshops and Mock                     

Interviews, Work Experience, a range of guest speakers from Authors to Motivational Speakers, and even Charles 

Walker KBE MP sharing his thoughts on the power of positive Mental Health.   

 

As is always the case in the cycle of schools, we are saying goodbye to some colleagues this year.  Mr Clune is leaving 

the school after many years of dedicated service, and we wish him all the best in his next endeavours.  No doubt, he 

will be popping back into school, particularly if Liverpool are having a good season (not sure he has mentioned it, but 

he is a Liverpool fan!!!).  Miss Joyce, our Head of Creative Arts, is leaving us too, and we wish her all the success in the 

next chapter of her life and thank her for everything she has done at the school over many years.  Miss Sparks is also 

leaving us this year, and we thank her for her contribution to the school.   

 

In addition, Mrs Powell has just gone on maternity leave, and Mrs Kamara will be going on maternity leave  soon, and 

we look forward to hearing their exciting news in due course. 

 

Finally, Miss Goodchild and Mrs Clark will be taking on slightly different roles next year as they move to a Trust -wide 

role working across the whole Trust and not just Goffs-Churchgate. However, they will still be based in the school 

building, so I am sure students will still see them around. 

 

https://www.goffschurchgate.herts.sch.uk/272/school-development-plan


 
 

 

We have recruited some fantastic teachers and staff next year, all of whom come with a wealth of experience and 

knowledge and are warmly welcomed to the school: 

 

• Mr Posner joins the school as an Assistant Principal 

• Mrs Osbourne joins us in Drama and Dance 

• Mrs Vyras joins us in Modern Foreign Languages 

• Mrs Cole joins the school as our new Examinations Manager 

• Miss Popova joins us in English to cover Mrs Pandoo's maternity cover 

• Mr Scott joins us in Creative Arts and Humanities, covering Mrs Kamara's maternity 

 

A reminder to all parents and carers on the new uniform for September 2022, including changes to our PE kits.  Full 

details can be found on our website.  Normally over the Summer holidays, students might have a piercing or their nails 

done.  I want to take this opportunity to remind parents, carers, and students, that on the first day of term, a student's 

uniform needs to be correct, in full.  This includes appropriate shoes.  I would encourage families to order these early, 

so they are ready for the start in September 2022.  As always, if a student's uniform is not correct, they will be isolated 

until that uniform is corrected.  In addition, next year, we will have an increased stock of spare shoes, skirts, blazers 

etc., that students will need to borrow if their uniform is incorrect.  

 

At the end of a hard year, we can all look forward to a lovely summer break.  We look forward to seeing the outcomes 

for our Year 11 students and welcoming our new Year 7 students to the school in September.  Personally, I am hoping 

to spend some time away in Greece, but also some time with my son, Dominic, and my wife . 

 

Our first day of term is Thursday 1st September 2022, for new Year 7 students only, and then we look forward to 

welcoming the whole of the school back on Friday 2nd September 2022 by 8:30 am. 

 

Have a great Summer break, stay safe, and we will see you all in September. 

 

Thomas Sparks  

Principal 

A Message from the CEO 
 

As always, I am surprised by how quickly the end of the year has come around.   It has certainly been a very busy year.  

This time last year, as for all school leaders, we were ending the academic year with much uncertainty around Covid, 

what schools would be asked to do regarding testing, and how we might need to stagger the September start to         

accommodate that.  I am sure that I am not the only person feeling relieved that we are not engaged in similar                 

uncertainty this year.  Whilst the 21/22 academic year started with much uncertainty around Covid, I am very pleased 

and proud of how both our schools rapidly settled back into normal operation.  Enormous credit goes to both students 

and staff for this; I think that everyone was incredibly keen to return to a more normal existence wherever we could, 

but it has certainly required some effort on all parts.  I was pleased also to see exam year groups at both schools 

embracing exam preparation with, inevitably, some catch-up work being needed after two years of significant                     

disruption.  Their effort cannot be faulted, and they deserve the very best of outcomes this summer.                                                    

Each Principal has been in touch with home about how this year's results will be calculated,   notwithstanding some 

very late decisions and information from the DfE, and we wait to see what August yields.  



 
 

 

In a year of much forward movement for the Trust, one of the highlights is the May Ofsted inspection of Goffs-

Churchgate. Goffs-Churchgate's families will already be aware of this, but we were delighted with the outcome - a 

"Good" with "Outstanding" features.  We opened Goffs-Churchgate in 2017, and the school has been transformed 

under Tom Spark's skilful leadership, and the dedication and determination of staff and students.   It is a very special 

place indeed, as Ofsted recognised, commenting on "respectful and aspirational students", "calm and orderly 

environments" and "a strong sense of community".  Parental feedback to Ofsted was overwhelmingly positive about 

the school.  Goffs-Churchgate very much stands shoulder to shoulder with Goffs in terms of what both schools offer 

to their young people, and all at the school are justifiably very proud of what has been achieved in a short space of 

time.  If you would like to read the report in full, you will find it here 

- https://www.goffschurchgate.herts.sch.uk/276/ofsted-report. 

In terms of the business operation of the Trust, this is now firmly back on track.   Our income generation arm is now 

securing around £0.5m additional funding per annum, all of which is ploughed straight back into staffing and student 

provision.  I'm delighted by how quickly this essential part of our operation has recovered from the various lockdowns, 

and am very grateful to every member of staff associated with the operation.  

After numerous delays to the new building and gym at Goffs, related to a shortage of labour and supplies in the 

construction industry, the new building finally opened at the start of the summer term.  Our Humanities staff are now 

based in there, in a building that offers students and staff a wonderful view onto the fields and allotments beyond, as 

well as huge amounts of light.  It really is a fabulous space.  The building was officially opened a few weeks ago as The 

Appleyard Building, in memory of our much loved and highly regarded colleague, Nigel Appleyard.   Nigel's legacy lives 

on in all the students he taught and all of the staff he trained across both secondaries.   He is much missed and always 

will be.  

The professional gym operating at the front of the building continues to flourish, with membership being far higher 

than Lifestyle Fitness had anticipated at this stage.  I am told by many people that it is a super place to train and 

exercise although, in full transparency, I have to admit that I have not as yet donned my exercise gear and gone in.   I 

am sticking with my excuse that life is busy.... 

Our plans to open an independently operated nursery on the Goffs-Churchgate site, working with Ashbourne Day 

Nurseries, have also experienced delays post Covid.  However, we are now making rapid progress, and whilst I doubt 

that the nursery will open for September 2022 as we originally hoped, I am cautiously optimistic that it will open 

around October half-term.  This will form another exciting addition to the Trust's provision.  

Last but not least, we hope to have a local primary school join our Trust by January 2023.   We are all very excited about 

this and all of the opportunities that it offers.  If we secure DfE approval, I will be in touch to tell you more.  

I wish every family a very happy summer break.  It remains the greatest happiness and indeed privilege, of my career 

to oversee our Trust, and I look forward to working with you next year.  

Alison Garner 

CEO 

 
 

https://www.goffschurchgate.herts.sch.uk/276/ofsted-report


 
 

 

Mock Interviews 
 

Our Year 10 students were also able to take part in Mock                    
Interviews on the 29th June 2022.  These were kindly organised by 
Services for Young people, who brought in professionals from all 
sorts of industries and backgrounds to interview our Year 10         
students ahead of their work            
experience placements.  Many       
students came smartly dressed on 
the day, ready to tackle interview-
style questions.  Students found 
these very useful, and many of them 
walked out of the room with a smile 
on their faces and having learned 
something, despite the pre-inter-

view nerves.  Dedicating this time for students to practice really ensured that they were 
better equipped to tackle real interviews for their placements and gave them all the 
confidence to get in touch with employers and organise interviews.  

 

 
Careers Carousel 

 
On the 29th June 2022, we also had all our Year 9 take 
part in a Career Carousel; students were arranged in 
small groups and had the opportunity to talk to all sorts 
of employers, ranging from the Royal Navy to popular 
high street banks.  They were given ideas of questions 
to ask and had the chance to speak to a wide range of 
employers.  We believe events like this really raise the 
aspirations of our student body and we know our       
students came away from the day with the knowledge 
of new careers and prospects within the local area and 
beyond.  They also had the chance to speak to colleges 
about vocational courses and what they had to offer, 
and they were also introduced to some employers who 
taught them more about apprenticeships. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Anisa Bajraktari 
Lead Teacher of Science and Careers Lead 

 



 
 

 

Year 11 Leavers Assembly 
 
On Friday 1st July 2022, we were delighted to host the Year 11 Leavers Assembly.  This was a wonderful opportunity 

to say goodbye to so many of our students and their parents.  

 

Students gathered in the quad area to celebrate with their peers, staff, and teachers before moving through to the 

hall for the more formal part of the celebrations. 

 

The final Year 11 celebration assembly involved the students receiving warm words of praise from Miss Baker and Mr 

Sparks, as well as the opportunity for reflection via photographs and videos put together by Mrs Gissing.   The students 

all received a copy of their yearbook, which will provide them with a fantastic keepsake of their time here at              

Goffs-Churchgate. 

 

We are incredibly proud of this cohort of students who are the first to have completed the full five years as                  

Goffs-Churchgate students and we wish them all luck in the future with whatever they choose to do.  They have                        

experienced the strangest of times over the last three years and yet I truly believe this has made them more resilient 

and appreciative for what they have. 

 

We hope all the students stay in touch and come back to visit us, and we look forward to seeing them all on GCSE 

results day, 25th August 2022 at 9 am. 

 
Julie Gissing 
Director of Learning, Year 11 

 
Pride of Goffs-Churchgate 

 
On Thursday 23rd June 2022, approximately 300            

students, parents, carers, Goffs-Churchgate Local    

Academy Board members, and staff gathered together 

in the hall for our first face-to-face Pride of Goffs-

Churchgate in over two years.  Everyone was there to 

celebrate the amazing achievements of 125 students, 

who had all been nominated for their amazing effort or 

attainment over 33 subject or nomination areas.  Music 

was provided throughout the night by a talented young musician, Joe Craven in Year 7, on the 

piano. 

 

Every student who was nominated for an award received a certificate and a trophy, awarded 

by Directors of Learning, members of the Senior Leadership Team, or our Vice-Chair of the Local Academy Board. 

 

It was great being able to host a full face-to-face event again with our school community, and another wonderful 

opportunity to celebrate the achievements of our amazing students!  Thank you to everyone who came and helped 

celebrate with us. 

 



 
 

 

Director of Learning Award Winners: 
Year 7 – Maria Christodoulou 
Year 8 – Lauren Adu 
Year 9 – Kaiden Green 
Year 10 – Melissa Nikqi 
  
Local Academy Board Winners: 
Year 7 – Jessica Leach 
Year 8 – Harry Ansell 
Year 9 – Ryan Keefe 
Year 10 – Nico Rassmus 
  
Principal's Award Winners: 
Year 7 – Sheldon Mendonca 
Year 8 – Sadie Tarplett 
Year 9 – Giacomo Resteghini 
Year 10 – Grace Kitchiner 
 

Lyndsay Johnson 

Assistant Principal 

 

 

Sociology Walking Tour 

Year 10 studying Sociology went to visit significant events for 

Karl Marx in London in April 2022.  Karl Marx developed his 

Sociological perspective of Marxism based on the idea that 

capitalist societies are bad for society and will eventually lead to 

a revolution after which Communism will become the preferred 

political system.  Students were able to visit the places where 

Karl Marx made significant political decisions and wrote his 

famous communist manifesto. 

Suzanna Renew 
Associate Assistant Principal 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Cultural Diversity Day 

Our school hosted the first 

Cultural Diversity Day on 

Monday 4th July 2022.  We 

celebrated a variety of different 

cultures that make up our 

school community.  

During this day, we had face painting done on students of their cultural 

flags, belly dancing lessons, Pilipino dancing lessons, a cultural fashion 

show, cooking lessons, and a variety of cultural foods from local restaurants.  

Highlights include the kebabs from a Taste of Cyprus.  The day was 

extremely successful and both students and teachers had an 

excellent day.  During cooking classes, children got a chance to 

make the Greek dip Tzatziki, Asian Bubble Tea, and Chinese 

Tanghulu. This allowed the children to get an understanding of 

different cultures and to be able to understand the process of 

making different foods.  

The whole community loved having the opportunity to share in 

each other's cultures.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year 10 Diversity Team 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Year 9 trip to PGL 

On Wednesday 13th July 2022, 34 Year 9 students travelled down to the 

Weymouth coast to the PGL activity centre for three days.  This was a very 

special trip as it had previously been postponed due to COVID, so staff and 

students were very excited to take part in the events.  We began our trip with 

some rifle shooting and a beach walk.  To cool off in the evening students 

took part in a water fight before settling down for the evening. 

On Thursday, we travelled to the Weymouth 

Sailing centre and students learnt how to row 

and raced against each other.  In the afternoon, 

students built buggies showing excellent 

teamwork and problem-solving skills.  The 

evening ended with a disco and some outdoor activities such as large chess.  

When we woke on Friday morning, it was straight to the top of a tall tower to abseil down 

and some problem solving before returning back to school.   Students were excellently 

behaved and made some lifelong memories with their peers. 

Suzanna Renew 

Associate Assistant Principal 

 

 

Athletics Newsletter 

 
Over the past couple of months numerous dedicated, passionate, and competitive students have given up their time 

after school on a Monday and Wednesday to train for two different Athletics Days we had entered in.  With over 30 

students consistently turning up week in and week out, it meant that we entered the first District Athletics feeling very 

confident that we would be able to compete against other schools successfully.   Just as importantly, the students who 

came and represented Goffs-Churchgate displayed pride, commitment, and teamwork for all the other schools in the 

area to see.  The majority of the events on the day were individual, meaning only 1 student could take part, however 

they certainly weren't alone and had the support of all the other students who were either stood up on the hill resting 

after their event or shouting and screaming by the finish line to push their teammate s all the way to the end.  Some 

stand-out performers on the day were Evie-Beau Purser who finished 1st in her 100m race and won Athlete of the Day 

for the minor girls.  Another stand-out performer was David Gbolade who finished 2nd in his 200m final but was very 

close to driving home 1st.  

The second Athletics event we entered was Nicky Morris which was just for the Years 7, 8, and 9 girls.  Like the previous 

District Athletics, the girls who represented Goffs-Churchgate did so with a great desire to make sure that as a team, 

they did the best that they could.  The girls on the day showed unbelievable team spirit with a couple  of students 

taking part in events that they had not had much preparation for.    



 
 

 

Stand-out performers included Evie-Beau Purser who won her 100m race (a 

week after winning 100m at District Athletics!) and also Caitlyn Gallagher-

Blake who threw home 1st in javelin!  

What best summed up our students' commitment to athletics was even after 

competing in District Athletics and Nicky Morris, students were still asking if 

Athletics Club was on so that they could continue to give up their time to 

develop and enjoy their particular events.  The students at this school showed 

to others that we work together as a team, we compete and we proudly 

represent Goffs-Churchgate Academy.   

Tom Massey and Ben Welch  
Teachers of PE 

Head Students 
 
Hello, we are your Head Students, Ryan and Caitlyn for this academic year at Goffs-Churchgate! 

 

It's been an amazing year here at school and we want to tell you some of the things we have helped with and                

completed around school this year! 

 

We have produced three assemblies either in the hall or in form time.  Martin Luther King Day, Pride Month, and Black 

History Month.  All three assemblies were created by us and watched by everyone in the school community.   These 

assemblies aimed to educate and inform everyone at Goffs-Churchgate so they understand not just the negatives, but 

the positives of things that are currently going on in the world right now and in the past!  

 

Also, we have worked alongside the Well-being Committee this year filming videos for Just Talk Week and being            

involved in the Just Talk Ambassador video this year.  The Well-being Committee constantly reminds everybody that 

it's ok not to be ok, and talking shows strength. 

 

Many charity events have taken place this year, including the Easter egg raffle.   Both Head Students, along with help 

from students and teachers donated easter eggs for the raffle, and bought tickets to try and win some chocolate prizes!   

All money raised was given to Action for children! 

 

Coming very soon is an exciting project.  This project is called the Community Clean Up.  This is a project that will be 

100 percent run by your Head Students with help from members of staff.   You can come and help tidy your school in 

and out, to make it look as fabulous as everything else is.   Tidy, sweep, brush and wipe areas around the school.  By 

helping your school community you will have a chance to win a £50 Amazon gift card voucher, as well as some hard-

earned R-points! 

 

It's been an incredible year at Goffs-Churchgate and both of us are grateful for the opportunity to be your Head Stu-

dents this academic year! 

 
Ryan Keefe and Caitlyn Gallagher-Blake, Head Students 
 



 
 

 

Brilliant Club 
This year, Goffs-Churchgate took place in the Brilliant Club Scholars programme for the first time.   The programme 

was delivered by a PhD student to a group of 14 Year 10 students.  The aim was for the PHD tutor to share their subject 

knowledge and passion for learning with small groups of students, which in turn, helps them to develop the knowledge, 

skills, and confidence to secure a place at a competitive University.  The students work over a series of seven University 

style tutorials and end with completing a challenging assignment, marked using University grades and marking criteria.   

The project was a massive success with a large number of students achieving top grades.  All the students were invited 

to attend a graduation ceremony at the end of the project at Imperial College University London.   The students all 

found the project stimulating, challenging and made them more motivated than ever to attend University in the future.  

 

Grace Kitchiner was asked to deliver a Scholars speech at the graduation ceremony, and below is an extract from her 

speech which best sums up the experience of the project: 

  

"How can we be more productive when working from home?" This was the question that became the focus point for 

three months of research.  Chathura Sooriya-Arachchi was our PhD tutor, and I think I can speak for everyone involved 

at our school when I say Chathura is an absolute inspiration.  She really pushed all of us on the course to do our best 

work whenever the chance came, and I think that was one of the reasons I enjoyed it so much, the fact that we were 

getting challenged every session.  For me, the best thing about participating in the Scholars Program was the challenge.  

I personally had never really done anything like this, so it was amazing to have that opportunity to not only apply myself 

and test my abilities, but to go into such detail around such a niche topic" 

                                                                            
 

                                                                     
Sarah Baker, Vice Principal 

https://thebrilliantclub.org/research-and-impact/


 
 

 

UK Maths Trust Junior Challenge 
 

As part of the school's ethos in preparing students for life after school, 123 Year 7 and 8 students were entered for the 
UK Maths Trust Junior Challenge.  Congratulations to Aston Lammas who had the highest score across the school and 
Danila Vasiljev who achieved the highest score in Year 7 
 
This was an hour-long activity where students around the UK sit under exam conditions to solve maths problems, 
designed to facilitate the development of problem-solving skills, which builds their confidence and enriches their 
knowledge of STEM.  It also places them in competition against their peers around the country, thereby preparing 
them for the future, where they will be required to compete for limited places at top establishments.  
Sam Adedipe 
Head of Maths 

London Dungeons 
 

On the 5th July 2022, the English department took Year 8 students to the infamous London Dungeons.  
The purpose of this visit was to see a uniquely thrilling attraction that takes the students on a journey 
back to the capital's most perilous past-connecting to the Gothic literature that is taught within the 
English subject of all key stages.  
 

The rip-roaring, breath-taking, and exciting attraction exploring the crime and punishment in the UK's 15th Century to 
19th Century, left the students screaming with a sense of trepidation combined with side-splitting laughter.  The          
students cheered with jeer and were more than thrilled to take part with the live, immersive storytelling mischievous 
characters.  To see myself and another teacher locked up in a cage was let's say, a chuckling experience for all.  A 
wonderful experience that was enjoyed by all the students and staff that attended our trip in the heart of London.  
 
Oz Ozturk 
Teacher of English 
 

Bletchley Park 
 
As part of their wider curriculum education, the Maths and ICT departments, took a selection of Year 9 and Year 8 

students to Bletchley Park in April and May 2022.  This trip was intended to facilitate, an understanding and 

appreciation of the development and application of maths and ICT in the wider world, the cross-curricular links 

between the subjects, and their historical impact.  

This fascinating site tells the story of the development of Bletchley Park into the home of the Codebreakers, the impact 

Bletchley Park had on World War Two, how enemy messages got to Bletchley Park and what happened once they 

arrived there.  Students also got to learn of the young people who were enlisted and the impact they had.  

Students also had the opportunity to explore the different types of machines, including using a real enigma 

machine and engaging in activities related to using various codes and ciphers applied during World War 

Two.  The students had a fantastic time learning and broadening their perspective of mathematics and ICT in 

the wider world. 

Sam Adedipe 
Head of Mathematics 


