
 
 

 

NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY 2022 
 

A Message from the Principal 

 
It has been a short but busy half term at Goffs-Churchgate.  We returned to school with Covid 

rates high, facemasks in lessons, and many other Covid preventative measures in place.  Thank 

you to all students and parents for their understanding in this difficult period, particularly with 

members of staff also being absent due to Covid.  Whilst we continue to see a reduction in Covid 

cases across the school, it is something we are tracking carefully. 

The school community continues to go from strength to strength.  We have had confirmation 

that we have had over 600 applications for 120 school places for our new Year 7 cohort joining 

us in September.  I am proud that our reputation of high-quality teaching and learning, coupled with strong pastoral 

care, is recognised by the local community.  I have had the pleasure of meeting with or speaking to several parents 

over recent weeks and seeing our home and school partnership flourishing.   

Throughout this newsletter, you will see some of the great activities our students have been involved in, including 

Number Day, Sports Fixtures, Just Talk Week and much more.  Our Year 11s are working hard for their upcoming 

GCSEs, and next half term, Year 9 will be deciding on their GCSE options moving forward into Key Stage 4. 

As always, a reminder around uniform expectations and ensuring these are correct when returning to school.  We 

have noticed that several girls have grown in recent months, so please ensure that your child's skirt is to their knees 

and replace it if this is not the case. 

We look forward to seeing all of our students back in school on Monday 21st February 2022 by 8:30 am. 

Thomas Sparks 
Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Year 11 

The countdown is really on until our Year 11 students sit their GCSE exams.  Our next series of mock examinations 

take place immediately after Half Term, and students should have now begun revising in earnest! Over the past few 

weeks and months,  time has been spent with the students showing them how to revise and how to create a revision 

timetable. Students need to remember to plan, not only to have time to revise but also to have rest breaks.  For 

more revision tips, please see the link below: 

Revision: top revision tips - BBC Bitesize 

Students should also refer back to the personalised exam preparation packs they were given before the last set of 

mock exams. 

There are also many online platforms to support revision for students, including GCSEpod, which the school pays for 

subscriptions for all students. Please see Miss Baker if you need your login details reset. 

Sarah Baker 
Vice Principal 

Head Students’ Update 

Hello everyone from the Head Students!  We thought it would be good to keep everyone updated on what we have 

been doing and how things are progressing since our last article. 

We want to make ourselves more accessible to all students, gaining feedback, suggestions and comments as often as 

possible.  Therefore we have: 

• Got a new email address!  You can now contact us at studentexecutive@goffschurchgateacademy.com  with 

any ideas, suggestions or offers to help 

 

• We will be hosting a regular Student Forum drop-in session, where students can come and raise concerns, 

share ideas or just come for a chat!  We all want Goffs-Churchgate to be the best school it can be, and so we 

want to work with everyone to try and make this happen 

In our last article, we said that we were working with Miss Johnson to look at rewards, specifically the trips 

associated with rewards.  Before Christmas, the reward trip was Bowling.  The next reward trip will be shortly before 

Easter; however, we would like students to suggest what rewards trip they would like an opportunity to go on.  We 

can’t guarantee that we’ll be able to visit everywhere suggested, but we promise to take all ideas to Miss Johnson to 

discuss. 

We are really proud that there have been several competitive sports matches and competitions involving students 

from Years 7 to 10, whilst Year 11 are focussing on their upcoming exams.  Good luck to all the Year 11s! 

Mr Clune has continued working closely with the Wellbeing Committee, making sure that the Mental Health Break 

Out room has been staffed by students for peer support to those students who need it. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zw8qpbk
mailto:studentexecutive@goffschurchgateacademy.com


 
 

 

We have recently started to recycle all paper and cardboard in classrooms and offices; however, we want to take this 

one stage further and make recycling more widespread, including plastics and food waste from the kitchen.  We are 

working with Mr Denchfield and Mr Standing to try and expand this. 

We have recently led an assembly on Martin Luther King Day and will be taking more assemblies later in the year.  

One of our projects we are working on, at the moment, is preparing for Pride in the Summer term.  If anyone would 

like to be involved, please email or come and see one of us! 

Thanks 

Ryan Keefe, Caitlyn Gallagher-Blake & Tianna Shortte 

 

Mental Health & Wellbeing 

 

In November last year, Goffs-Churchgate students participated in the Herts wide Just Talk Competition. The 

competition was based on the '5 Ways to Wellbeing', which are 'Be Active', 'Connect', 'Learn', 'Notice' and 'Keep 

Learning'. Our students completed high-quality artwork, essays, game designs and nominations for kindness awards. 

There was a record number of entries from Hertfordshire Schools, and the quality of entries was extremely high.  

Our students did an amazing job. Not only did they receive runners up prizes and were highly commended in several 

of the categories, but 3 of our students won outright in the 'Be Active', 'Connect' and 'Learn' categories. We are 

exceptionally proud of their creative spirit, empathy, and work ethic. 

 

 



 
 

 

Thirsty Thursday 

Our annual event took place at the end of January 2022. The staff were keen and enthusiastic to get involved, as 

always. In return for a cuppa and a biscuit or a piece of cake (with kind thanks to the Co-op in Goffs Oak for their 

donations), the staff gave money to the Samaritans. This year we also decided to hold a raffle (again, thanks to Boots 

in Goffs Oak for their kind donations). It was a fun day and a chance for the staff to do something a little different. 

We have raised over £200 for a great cause. 

Jim Clune 
Mental Health & Wellbeing Lead 

 

BookBuzz 2022 

This year we joined the Book Trust’s BookBuzz reading program. By joining this, we were able to provide every 

student in Years 7, 8 and 9 with a reading book of their choice from an eclectic selection to keep forever! 

We hope that by joining the reading program, students have found a book that they enjoy reading and will share 

with others.  

By being part of this, students also have the opportunity to compete in the BookBuzz Challenge, which consists of 

the opportunity to complete up to ten tasks based on their new BookBuzz book. The tasks range from making a short 

video to creating a quiz that can be shared with others.  

We hope that your children have enjoyed being part of this, and we look forward to hearing about what happens in 

their books!  

Sophie Everist 
Director of Literacy 
English Teacher  
 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

NSPCC Number Day 
 

On Friday 4th February 2022, Goffs-Churchgate Academy had the honour of raising money for the NSPCC through 
‘Number Day’. Raising over £300 for this charity, we are pleased to be able to contribute to keeping the programme 
of ‘Stay Safe, Speak out’ running. This programme allows young people across the country to have access to support, 
which will assist them to have the safe and happy childhood they deserve.    

 

Number Day at Goffs-Churchgate also entailed a Number hunt activity for the Key Stage 3 students. As part of the 
activity,  students had to solve various Maths questions to identify what number each teacher represented. Once 
they identified their numbers, they had to place them according to their ‘number family’.  

 

Seeing the students' excitement and eagerness to achieve the correct answers and apply their knowledge in timed 
conditions built up the morale and competitive climate amongst all the year groups. Being able to see the students 
thoroughly enjoy this activity was even more great knowing that at the same time, they were helping children       
nationwide obtain support and help from the NSPCC. 
 
A student in Year 8 stated that he had so much fun on the day that he wishes to have activities like this embedded 
into all his Maths lessons. Not only was this feedback received with pleasure, but it was wonderful to see all the        
students engaging with Mathematics from a different perspective and applying their mathematical knowledge.  

 

Goffs-Churchgate would like to thank you for your support in raising money for the NSPCC, and we certainly look 
forward to offering our continued support to as many children as we can by hosting Number Day again in the future.  

 

               

 
 

Sophia Charalambous    
Teacher of Maths  



 
 

 

PE 

 
It has been another busy half term with a further 5 football fixtures, a Swimming Gala, training sessions, and the 

introduction of boxing into our extracurricular programme. Our football teams have shown real determination and a 

togetherness that refuses to give up. This has made the fixtures extremely competitive and other schools within the 

District are starting to notice the talent and spirit we have at Goffs-Churchgate.  

We had success at the Swimming Gala with students placed in the top 3 of their races, with some winning and it has 

been great preparation for the District competition in March.  

Boxing has been a big addition this half term with excellent numbers attending and fun being had by all. We even 

have a staff Box Fit session once a week.  There are currently plenty of opportunities for students to get involved in 

sport at Goffs-Churchgate with plenty more opportunities to come throughout the rest of the year. 

Tom Massey 

Teacher of PE 

 

 

Town Planning Competition 

Students at Goffs-Churchgate Academy have achieved exceptionally well in the national Town Planning Competition 

which is run by the Royal Town Planning Institute. The competition this year focused on developing a sustainable 

community in their local area, with students in Years 7, 8, and 9 producing a wide range of creative and innovative 

ideas. As a school, we judged a range of entries and submitted ten to the competition with all the shortlisted entries 

getting an R4 and any other entry getting an R3. Congratulations to Cecylia, Finley, Jessica, Lewis, Lily, Rahul, Romeo, 

Mya, and Dante (Year 7), Molly (Year 8), and Rhianna (Year 9) who were shortlisted.   

The judges were impressed by the high quality of the entries received this year and it was excellent to hear that 

Jessica and Romeo (Year 7) both managed to reach the shortlist of the final 21 entries and have both got a certificate 

and R5 for this excellent achievement. A massive congratulation is needed for Finley (Year 7) who came in 3rd place 

nationally and received a certificate, R5, and Amazon Voucher. 

This competition demonstrates our student’s passion, creativity, and problem-solving when dealing with complex 

geographical issues and it is with great pleasure we announce these results.  

Luke Hinchliffe 
Teacher of Geography 
  

 


