
 
 

 

NEWSLETTER DEC EMBER 2021 
It has been a challenging term, with the threat of Covid always looming in the background.  

Whilst our confirmed case numbers here at Goffs-Churchgate have remained low, in contrast 

to many other schools in the county, Covid has affected many students and staff in the 

school.  I appreciate these are difficult times and am grateful for our community's support at 

this difficult time.  I hope we have managed to keep you informed and updated on everything 

we have been doing through my weekly letters, which I will continue next term. 

It has been pleasing to see the school return to running some normal events this term which 

have previously been restricted due to Covid.  There have been a range of trips and fixtures 

that have gone out this term.  As a result, 60% of our school community have undertaken an extra-curricular trip or 

fixture this term, with more on the way next term.  Trips have included field trips in Geography, fixtures for Year 7, 8, 

and 9 in football, London Zoo for Year 8, our rewards trips, and theatre trips in London.  Our afterschool extra-curricular 

programme continues to grow alongside this.  After the Christmas break, we hope to be able to welcome Cheshunt 

Boxing Club onto the school site, which will provide the school with additional facilities and enrichment opportunities.  

In addition, Year 11 will make use of a newly refurbished Common Room in the centre of the school.   

Throughout this newsletter, you will see other events that have been arranged this half-term for our students, 

including the Christmas Concert, Eco Club, our Cultural Day, Debate Club, an update on our House System, the school's 

donations to the Food Bank and our Christmas festivities.  Alongside this newsletter, we have our Mental Health 

Newsletter produced by Jim Clune.  The school was delighted to receive the Healthy Young Minds in Herts 

Accreditation for Emotional Wellbeing and Mental Health Awareness in recognition of all the school's work. 

As I write this newsletter, cases of Covid in the UK are rising.  You will be aware from previous letters that we will be 

undertaking Covid testing for all students who have consented on their return to school on 5th January 2022.  I would 

encourage you to continue to regularly test at home and take Covid tests on 1st and 4th January 2022 in preparation 

for a return to school.  During the tests on the 5th January 2022, all students in the year group will be asked to keep 

masks on at all times, until such times as all students in that year group are tested.  The school will only inform parents 

directly of a positive test on that day. 

Finally, we look forward to welcoming our students back to school on Wednesday 5th January 2022, at 8:30 am.  A 

reminder that our normal uniform expectations apply in full.  Often over the holidays, students use this time to have 

piercings, fake nails, hair colouring or braids.  I would like to remind all parents and carers that these must be removed 

before returning to school to avoid further sanctions. 

I hope that you and your families have a wonderful Christmas break, and we look forward together in anticipation of 

2022. 

Thomas Sparks  
Principal 



 
 

 

Personal Development 
 
This term, we have run many after school and lunchtime clubs in school. Here is some feedback from some of those 
clubs: 
 

Christmas Concert 2021 
 
Since October half term, every Wednesday and Thursday afternoon, a fantastic cast of singers, musicians, dancers, 
and actors have been creating their own performance for our Christmas Concert. 
 
Unfortunately, we have been able to have a large external audience for this concert.  However, we have performed it 
to our Years 7 and 8 students on 16th and 17th December 2021. What a fantastic display of our talented students. 
 
During rehearsals, our Performing Arts team have laughed, cried and been amazed by the talent we have at the school. 
'Fly Me to the Moon' is a personal favourite that we were all blown away by and were very excited to show! 
This year we have welcomed new members from all Year groups, and it's been wonderful to build a great rehearsal 
atmosphere and new friendships for the group. 
 
We very much hope 2022 brings additional concerts and other Music and Drama opportunities. We are so proud of 
the cast and crew. 
 
Gemma Joyce 
Head of Creative Arts 
 
 

Eco Club 
 
Eco Club has been focusing this year on planning and building a new garden in the Quad. 
We intend to become proud owners of four varieties of apple trees, two of which are 
heritage English apple trees, along with four new planters to continue our veg and 
flower planting.  
 
The aim for the new space is to be a gem in the heart of the school for young people to 
relax, cultivate, enjoy the fruits of, and also be a treasured part of our school vision, 
focusing on encouraging biodiversity, endorsing sustainability and outdoor learning.  
 
To this end, we have been beavering away making Christmas decorations for 
sale to raise funds for the trees, utilising all the natural elements around the 
school such as holly, pinecones and evergreen plants to make the decora-
tions! We have happily received a generous array of new equipment from 
the Morrisons 'Good to Grow' initiative and also set about planning crops for 
the new gardening year!  
 
Nina Pandoo 
English Teacher 



 
 

 

Debate Club 
 
Every Monday after school, students from all Year groups come to the debate club to develop their confidence,                  
communication and challenge themselves. Students are taught how to hold a professional debate, with techniques 
such as 'point of information' and expert questioning, which are used regularly. Debates focus on all different World 
topics such as, 'Is A.I becoming too dangerous?' and 'Should homework be banned in all schools?'. This                                     
allows students to not only develop their skills in oracy but also their knowledge of the world.  
 
Alfie Wise 
History Teacher and Director of Oracy 
 
 

The House System 
 

I am incredibly proud to share with you the final designs of the new House Logos and Slogans. Our student design 
team came up with the original concepts and were involved with the design process, meeting with the professional 
designers to make amendments and come up with the final logos. Gary Graham from MADCOMs was excellent at 
talking students through the design process to inspire all budding designers.  The inspiration and the slogans were all 
devised by our students and perfectly represent our diverse community and Goffs-Churchgate values. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

We have had many house competitions running this half term: 
 

Wild Wisdom Challenge 
 
This year students were invited to participate in the Wild Wisdom Challenge through the 
WWF. This was an international competition running from 8th – 18th November 2021. Stu-
dents took part in daily quizzes and challenges to raise their awareness of climate change. 
The top 5% of schools made it through to the live final. I am delighted to say that we were 
one of those schools. 
Our two top-performing students were representing House Attenborough and House Sea-
cole.  
 
What an amazing achievement! 
 
 

More than Migrants 
 
As part of Anti-bullying week, we asked Form groups to collaborate to     
create a piece of poetry or artwork to celebrate Migrant's Day. The school 
competition aimed to trigger a collective reflection on the contribution 
each of us can make to society when we are allowed to be ourselves, not 
just a stereotype. We entered the National Competition but sadly did not 
win. However, within the school, the winning entry was written by Form 
10 Attenborough. Well done on creating a powerful piece. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Form – 10A  

More than Migrants  

Difference, individuality and not using stereotypes,  
Everyone knows that everyone has rights,  
We shouldn’t use labels or put people in a box,  
We should show kindness always, forever, lots.  
Those that have come far and those that feel isolated,  
They have human rights, they have been violated.  
We are more than migrants, more than our labels,  
Listen to our story, let us put our true cards on the table. 



 
 

 

Christmas Tree Competition 
 
Every year we ask students to create beautiful decorations for a House 
Christmas Tree, with messages of inspiration. We had lots of beautiful dec-
orations made by students wishing our whole community a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
The winning house tree was: House Trott 
 
Next year we have lots of great competitions coming up. House Seacole 
Charity Week will take place in January 2022, as well as the Art Competi-
tion: Through their eyes and a Drama Festival competition in February 
2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

House Rashford Charity Week 
 
As part of their identity, each House has a chosen House Charity, which they will raise 
money for throughout the school year. House Rashford made a fantastic start to House 
Charity week by collecting donations for a local food bank. We were overwhelmed by 
the generosity of all our families, and team Rashford took 298.56kg of food down to the 
local food bank. Thank you.  The company relies solely on donations. The students were 
given a tour of the warehouse, from the sorting spaces to the shopping areas where 
parcels are      prepared for people in need.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Students recorded how many donations were received by each House. 
 

1st House Attenborough donated 274 items 
2nd House Rashford donated 139 items 
3rd House Seacole donated 105 items 
4th House Trott donated 104 items 

 
Many of you kindly donated items anonymously. We would like to issue reward points to students who made a             
donation to Charity Week; please do let your Form Tutor know so that reward points can be added and sign your 
House Pledge. 
 
On Friday 3rd December 2021, House Rashford held a Charity bake sale to raise money to donate directly to Fare Share. 
FareShare work with large food companies to redistribute surplus food to charities that turn it into meals. Students 
were incredibly generous, and House Rashford raised £55.73. This amount will help to provide 160 meals to people at 
risk of hunger during winter. Thank you very much. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Christmas Jumper Day and Festive Friday 
 
On Friday 10th December 2021, we asked students to come to school in non-school uniform, with a Christmas twist. 
Either students could wear a Christmas Jumper or a Christmas accessory. Even Mr Sparks managed to find some Christ-
mas cheer and a Christmas Jumper!  We had a very Christmassy Friday feel and helped to raise money for two fantastic 
charities: Save the Children and the Great Ormand Street Children's Hospital Charity.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 

12 days of Goffs-Churchgate Kindness for Kindness 
 
This year as we counted down 
for the last 12 days of the school 
year, we have asked our stu-
dents to complete an act of 
kindness for each of those 12 
days. We have had a fantastic 
response from our whole com-
munity, who regularly show 
kindness to each other and the 
community, but especially at 
this time of year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we approach the end of the Autumn half term the current house totals are: 
 

 
The competition for the first house cup is on! 

Suzanna Renew 
Associate Assistant Principal 
 

94597

86472

88534

90449

HOUSE ATTENBOROUGH HOUSE RASHFORD HOUSE SEACOLE HOUSE TROTT

House Totals: 13/12/2021

House Attenborough House Rashford House Seacole House Trott



 
 

 

Cultural Day 

On Monday 13th December 2021, we held our Cultural 

Day.  Students were encouraged to wear clothes that 

represented their cultures.  The highlight of the day 

was our lunchtime activity, where students brought in 

a range of dishes for other students to try.  There was a 

fantastic atmosphere in the hall as students tried 

samples of food.   Examples included Chicken and Rice, 

Welsh Cakes, South African sweets, Turkish Delights, 

Bun and Cheese, Curries, Stuffed Vine Leaves, and 

much more.  Thank you to all of the students who 

contributed food; it was a great success. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Trips 

 
 

The Play that Goes Wrong' Theatre Trip - 5th November 2021  

On a cold, but clear Friday evening at the beginning of November, twenty Year 10 students made the trek into London 

to see 'The Play that Goes Wrong' at the Duchess Theatre; a play all about a murder mystery that is plagued by poor 

acting, falling apart sets and an all-out fight for the very best parts.  

A distinctive mix of both clever playwriting and slapstick comedy, the play was a joy to watch, and the students found 

themselves falling off their seats with laughter. It was definitely an evening to remember, and we all went home 

buzzing despite the late hour!   

 
Nina Pandoo 
English Teacher 
 



 
 

 

Hertford Regional College - Year 11 Visit  
 

Some of our students in Year 11 had the opportunity to go on a trip to Hertford Regional College (HRC) on the  
1st of December 2021.  
 
As part of the visit, they were able to get a tour of the campus and undertake a range of taster sessions, including 
travel and tourism, electrical, plumbing, and construction.  Students enjoyed the day and found it informative as part 
of the school's support in ensuring the right positive pathway for post-16 study.  
 
It was a great day, and the students were a credit to themselves and the school.   Katrina Dougherty, Vice Principal 
Enterprise and Innovation at HRC said, 'I'm really pleased to hear that both staff and students enjoyed the visit.  We 
look forward to welcoming Goffs-Churchgate again in the future'. 

 
Anisa Bajraktari 
Lead Teacher of Science 

 
Anti-Bullying Week 

Anti-Bullying Week was a key focus of this half term. Students were asked to 

embrace this year’s national theme of ‘One Kind Word’. A range of activities 

took place over the week such as assemblies, form time lessons and 

discussions. We celebrated Odd Socks Day, and brought to the forefront of 

our minds the uniqueness and difference in each of us that makes us special.  

 

Students took the theme of ‘One Kind Word’ and built a rainbow brick wall, depicting words they see in each other. 

This display reminds us of how important it is to be kind and how important it is to share our best qualities with each 

other. 

 



 
 

 

As part of Anti-bullying week, students were asked to nominate staff who helped them in school in regard to 

bullying.  

‘I have only been at Goffs Churchgate for a short time but I feel that he is a member of staff I could come to if I 

needed any help or was being bullied.’  A Year 7 student’s reason for nominating a member of staff.  

The week ended with a penalty shoot-out and basketball slam dunk competition during Friday lunchtime! Funds 

raised via Odd Socks Day and the penalty shoot-out were donated to Herts Mind and Making Generations R, the two 

mental health charities we support.  

PE Fixtures 
 

After a long layoff of fixtures here at Goffs-Churchgate, we were finally able to get back involved in competing against 
other schools with three football fixtures and a swimming gala completed this half-term.  
 
Our Year 7 football team began their campaign against Chauncy and put in a solid performance considering it was their 
first fixture together. Unfortunately, they didn't manage to get the result everyone was hoping for, but they gave a 
very good account of themselves and were a credit to the school with their attitude and commitment. They will keep 
improving as they play and train together over the rest of the year and years to come, and a win will not be too far 
away.  
 
Our Year 8 football team also began their campaign in a fixture against local rivals Goffs Academy. A much-anticipated 
fixture in the calendar resulted in the points being shared after a 2-2 draw, in which Goffs-Churchgate led 2-0 for a 
long period of the game. Again this was the first time they had played together. The team showed good togetherness 
and quality, which ended in a positive result. The team will continue with their district campaign after the Christmas 
holidays. 
 
Finally, on the football front, some of our Year 9s had the opportunity to play in a friendly with another close rival - 
St Mary's, with this game ending in a 1-1 draw. 
 
In a change of sport, we took a mixture of Years 7, 8, 9, & 10 students to John Warner school to compete in a swimming 
gala. It was an excellent experience for our students, with some of them never competing in an event like this before. 
They gave an excellent account of themselves and showed exceptional commitment to the team and the event by 
continuing to work extremely hard in every race. Some of our more experienced swimmers showed their class by 
competing with some of the best swimmers at the event, often competing against students significantly older than 
them.  It was great to be able to enter a swimmer for every race, and they will only progress and get better from here 
for when the next event comes around. 
 
 
 
We look forward to more events and fixtures taking place after Christmas, where even more students will get the 
opportunity to compete and represent the school. 
 
Tom Massey & Ben Welch 
PE Teachers 



 
 

 

 
 

Online Learning Platforms Competition 
 
 

 

 
1st Place – Alex Meleka 

     3rd Place – Hannah Graham 
 
 

 
2nd Place – Wilson Rodrigues 

 

 
Congratulations, and well done to these students who have engaged with the online learning platforms. 
 
 
Cherrelle Kamara 
Director of Learning, Year 9  
 
 
 


