
 
 

 

NEWSLETTER APRIL 2022 
We come to the end of another fantastic term at the school with so much to celebrate with 

our students. There have been lots of challenges this term, not least Covid, which 

unfortunately does continue to bring some disruption to our school, both with students being 

off ill and staff also being absent. I am very grateful for your continued understanding and 

support at this time, particularly when your child's class might be taught by someone other 

than their regular class teacher. I am also extremely grateful for all of the teaching staff who 

have stepped up and covered each other, often at very short notice.   

As summer arrives (although whilst writing this, I hear we are predicted snow!), it is wonderful to look back on some 

of the activities from the last few months. From multiple trips to Churchgate's Got Talent Show, Literacy and Oracy 

development, Careers Week, Science Week, Water Safety, and much more. Our latest data shows that since 

September 2021, in just two terms, over 70% of our students have been on an extra-curricular trip. We have lots more 

planned, including more theatre trips, a PGL trip for Year 9, Bletchley Park trips for Years 8 and 9, and the Houses of 

Parliament trip for Year 7, as part of our work on British Values and Democracy. I was also proud of the collection that 

we had for the people of Ukraine. Your response to the collection was amazing, and the local collection point was 

blown away. As part of our community response, we remember the words of Anne Frank when she says, "No one has 

ever become poor by giving". 

We are proud of all our students, but on rare occasions, they do not meet our expectations. In these circumstances, 

students might be asked to attend a detention or further sanctions. I would like to remind parents and carers that in 

sending their children to our school, they signed a Home School Agreement supporting our behaviour policies and 

procedures and the sanctions that this might entail that may be applied to their child. Over the past week, we have 

also shared and celebrated our students' achievements in their rewards assembly, with many being awarded with 

Easter Eggs.  

Last week, I led an assembly for students on the impact of our words. I shared some personal experiences of when 

words had a profound effect on me and when my words might have affected someone else both positively and 

negatively. I encouraged students to think about the words they say, with many being perhaps delivered as 'a joke' or 

'banter' and reflect on how the recipient might feel and how they might feel if the situation was reversed. I reminded 

students that words relating to race, religion, sexuality, gender, size, and disability are never a joke and can never be 

considered banter. I would encourage you to speak with your child about this and to encourage them to think about 

their words and actions in all situations. 

We currently have a few students who have outgrown some uniforms, particularly skirts, or the items have broken, 

such as school shoes. Also, a reminder that students often might wear fake eyelashes or false nails over the holidays, 

but these need to be removed before returning to school. Please could I ask that all parents and carers ensure that 

their child's uniform is all sorted ready for our school return at 8:30 am on Tuesday 19th April 2022. 

 
Thomas Sparks  
Principal 
 



 
 

 

Careers Week 2022 

Careers week, which was held on the week beginning 7th March 2022, saw students participate in various workshops 

and activities throughout the week. As a result, students learned about the future of work and how automation is 

leading us into the 4th industrial revolution.  

Students were also taught about the local labour market and had the chance to reflect on what kind of careers they 

may want to do in the future and options in post 16 studies.  

We welcomed our Local Enterprise Advisor (LEP) from 'Icely Done' into school to present about what it 

is like to start your own business. Some of our Year 10 students got the opportunity to take part in 

developing a product, designing a logo, and testing out their creations in a workshop hosted by our LEP.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Years 7 and 8 also got the opportunity to get creative in the kitchen and took part in 

workshops centred around careers in catering, hosted by Chartwells. Students learned about 

exotic fruits, chef knife skills, and jobs in the industry.  

Years 8 and 9 were given a career talk from leaders 

of one of the biggest supermarket retailers 

Sainsbury's, where they got to learn about the various careers within the 

industry.  

Years 8-11 also got to experience a talk from a leading consultancy tech 

company called TCS, TATA Consultancy Services, where they had the 

opportunity to learn about careers in STEM, with a large focus on 

technology, and ask questions to industry experts.  

Years 7-10 took part in virtual university tours from the 

University of Bristol, University of Nottingham and 

University of Liverpool, whereby they got to learn 

about university life and alternative options to 

university such as apprenticeships.  

 



 
 

 

Throughout the week, all subjects also dedicated at least one lesson to careers, 

with every department planning an engaging lesson around prospective jobs in 

their subject. Examples included English hosting lessons in CV writing skills, MFL 

& History spoke to students about where their subject could take them in the 

future, Science got their students to become detectives for a day and discover 

jobs in Forensic Science, with a special guest speaker from the Metropolitan 

Police coming in to speak to Year 10.   

Year 9 received tailored careers advice from Services for Young People around 

different job sectors such as Leisure, Tourism, Law, and Criminology. This was to 

ensure that students had the opportunity to find out more about different 

careers and what subjects were relevant ahead of their Options Evening.  

All students were set tasks on the online careers program 'Start' and other 

homework where they were tasked to attend virtual careers fairs and webinars. 

Overall, the students found the week enjoyable and informative.  

 

Ms Anisa Bajraktari 

Lead Science Teacher & Careers Lead  

Science Week 2022 

During the week commencing 21st March 2022, the Science department delivered a hands-on Science week curriculum 

that enabled students in Years 7-10 to deploy and develop investigative skills linked to the Science of Physics and 

Chemistry.   

One of the Physics experiments involved students performing a series of practical experiments that explored the 

effects of forces on paper helicopters, for example, comparing paper helicopters with different wing lengths. After 

exploring different variables and factors, students were asked to design a helicopter that would fall the slowest.  

One of the Chemistry experiments involved students entering the 

magical world of Harry Potter to discover who poisoned 'Dobby'. 

The experiments included flame tests to find the chemical that 

poisoned 'Dobby' and unlock a series of clues to work out 'who did 

it'.  

Students described Science week as;  

'Very interactive as it included a practical approach to Physics'  

'It allowed us to use our creativity to modify practicals and see the outcomes'  

Zoe Bird 
Head of Science 



 
 

 

Trips 

 

Students learn best when they can see, hear, and experience things first-hand.  Multi-sensory learning is an important 

part of school life, and school trips answer the requirements of all five senses. At Goffs-Churchgate, we understand 

that all school trips and educational visits should be viewed as powerful, positive teaching tools that help enhance all 

students' social, personal, and emotional development. After being 'locked up' for so long with lockdown, we at Goffs-

Churchgate felt it was time to organise theatre trips and more. The following are some of the trips we have 

encountered with our students. 

The Mousetrap- 3rd February 2022  

From the Murder Mystery Genre and best-selling novelist of all time, Agatha 

Christie's 'The Mousetrap' is the world's longest-running play. The plot? Seven 

strangers find themselves snowed in at a remote countryside guesthouse. 

When a police sergeant arrives, the guests (and the students!) discover that a 

killer is in the midst! Thirty Year 7 students were in awe of the Murder Mystery 

play and sitting on the edge of their seats, trying to figure out which suspicious character was the murderous culprit. 

A play that was thoroughly enjoyed by all.  

Magic That Goes Wrong-  24th February 2022 

Thirty students from both Years 10 and 11 were taken to watch the carnage 

of a magic show that goes completely wrong. The show itself was a hapless 

gang of moderately skilled and accident-prone magicians presenting a 

charity fundraiser. As the mishaps spiral out of control, the audience is left 

with an evening of grand illusion packed full of breath-taking tricks and side-

splitting mischief comedy. 

The Woman in Black – 3rd March 2022 

'It was nine thirty on Christmas Eve'- Thirty Year 9 students were taken to watch 

Susan Hill's acclaimed and gripping ghost story come dramatically alive in West 

End's Fortune Theatre. The gripping production is a successful study in 

atmosphere, illusion and controlled horror with eery marshes, moaning winds and 

a ghostly pale woman dressed in black! 



 
 

 

Poetry Live- 18th March 2022 

What better way to introduce the poetry cluster of Power and Conflict to our Year 10 students in preparation for their 

English GCSE Literature Poetry Paper? 

The Year 10's had a live experience of listening to six poets read their poems from the anthology we shall be studying 

next term, detailing why and how they were influenced to write their work. Poets on the day included:  

• Simon Armitage-the Poet Laureate who is one of Britain's best poets 

• Carol Ann Duffy-one of the most read, studied and loved poets of today, as well as a Poet Laureate from 2009-

2019. 

• John Agard -who gives one of the most exciting performances in contemporary poetry, combining historical 

awareness, cultural insight and extraordinary humour 

• Imtiaz Dharker, Daljit Nagra, and Owen Sheers were also among the poets who read their works live 

Poetry Live was a great opportunity for students to listen to the poets speak about their work, as well as an invaluable 

experience for the student's thinking. An outstandingly successful aspect of GCSE Poetry Live.      

Lion King – 23rd March 2022 

We had the pleasure of taking fifty students from Year 7 to see The Lion King 

in London. Our students were blown away by the music, staging, drama, 

comedy and uplifting story of the Lion King. For many, this was their first of 

what we hope will be many trips at the school. We look forward to using 

their experiences in future design work in Technology and their creative skills 

in English. 

Oz Ozturk 
Teacher of English 

Robbie Lea Water Safety Partnership 

Karen Whittaker from the Robbie Lea Water Safety Partnership (Robbie, unfortunately, passed away having entered 

open water in the Lea Valley in 2017) and Cheshunt Fire Brigade officers attended the school on 29th March 2022 to 

give a presentation on water safety to Year 9 students. As the weather gets warmer, there is a greater temptation for 

young people to go into the water, especially in the Lea Valley Park. Karen and the team spoke to the students about 

different rescue techniques, using clothes, inflated balls and branches where other rescue equipment is not available, 

hidden dangers, and how serious injuries can be caused by misjudging water depth.  

The team also spoke about an App called 'what3words'. This App can accurately identify where you are, anywhere in 

the world. The App has given every 3m square in the world a unique 3-word address. It is increasingly used by the 

emergency services to identify where people are and is worth downloading. 

Jim Clune 
Mental Health & Wellbeing Lead 
 



 
 

 

Churchgate's Got Talent 

At the time of writing, we are eagerly awaiting the upcoming performances in the Churchgate's Got Talent 

competition! 

 

This is a House competition hosted by Alessia Giugliano (Year 7) and 

Nivruti Srivastav (Year 8). 

Students have already auditioned to make it into the live show and have 

been working hard on their acts with the support of a Mentor: Ms Joyce, 

Ms O'Beirne or Ms Luby.  

Each act will perform in front of a live audience and a judging panel. The 

four staff members making up the judging panel are: 

• Ms Renew 

• Ms Taylor 

• Mr Wise 

• Ms Kamara 

All students will showcase their talent in Act 1. The audience will then 

vote on which acts make it through to the next round. Each judge also 

has a vote. The chosen 5 acts will go through to Act 2, where they will 

perform again before the audience vote for their Churchgate's Got 

Talent winner.  

As well as the accolade of being crowned the winner, the 1st place act will also be awarded House points that contribute 

towards the House Cup competition.  

The evening promises to be fantastic, and we look forward to sharing the results with you.   

Gemma Joyce                             
Head of Creative Arts        
           and  
Cheryl Goodchild 
Assistant Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

Sports Clubs and Fixtures 

It has been a quieter term regarding fixtures; however, the Extra-Curricular Clubs have been buzzing, with many 

students attending. When students return after Easter, it marks the start of the Summer Term, which sees a big change 

to the Extra-Curricular Clubs and fixtures programme.  

The start of the Summer Term signals the beginning of the outdoor Athletics season and the preparations for big 

Athletics events such as the District Athletics competition in which we plan to compete. So, any enthusiastic Athletes 

who want to take part will need to impress in training sessions and lessons! For our Year 7's, it is an opportunity to try 

out some new events that they might not have tried before.  

It also means the start of the Striking and Fielding season, so sports like Rounders and Cricket will begin in lessons and 

afterschool clubs with students being selected for fixtures and competitions. 

Finally, although it's not a Summer sport, there have been many requests for Basketball, so we have ordered new 

Basketball nets to go on the outside courts and will begin a new extra-curricular Basketball Club.  

We are always trying to develop extra-curricular opportunities for our students, and we appreciate all the support 

from parents encouraging and allowing students to attend clubs. Full details of the Extra-Curricular Club Programme 

will come out to you after Easter. We look forward to an active and busy Summer Term of sport.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Literacy and Oracy  

This year we joined the BookBuzz program run by 

the BookTrust, which saw all students in Years 7-

9 receive a reading book that they chose from a 

list of many, for free. We felt proud to be able to 

provide our students with a reading book that we 

knew they would enjoy, and the buzz (no pun 

intended!) around the school in February was great.  

It was really lovely to see the students' excitement for their books both leading up to 

getting them and when receiving them. Some students took part in the BookBuzz 

challenge and received many House Points for doing so, and all students were asked to 

complete a book review for their book, as a piece of English homework. We are 

hoping to put these reviews on display inside our building.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year we celebrated 

World Book Day by 

teachers and students 

dressing up as their 

favourite fictional 

characters.  

We also received some 

book donations to the 

school's library, which we 

are grateful for.  

 



 
 

 

 

Poetry Competition  

This competition was created by Young Writers and involved students writing about something that empowered 

them or gave them hope. There were many excellent entries, with Jessica Leach (year 7) taking first place with her 

poem below: 

You Are Beautiful 

By Jessica Leach 7A 

"No one's cruel words can truly hurt you, 

No shame can truly shame you, 

Beauty is not just what we see. 

Being truly beautiful is not about your weight, your hair colour, your clothes, 

Beauty is much more than a visual image, 

It's your attitude, your personality, your strength, your determination, your resilience, your love, your kindness, your 
empathy for those that surround you. 

Being beautiful is arming yourself with positivity, like a shield. 

It is the roar of the tiger within you to silence the criticisms and doubts that prevail. 

It is looking within yourself with the wisdom of a wise owl to know that you are truly special, truly beautiful, you 
truly mean something in this vast universe. 

It is having the courage and tenacity of a honey badger to realise your inner strength when facing those who try to 
belittle us with venomous actions. 

Beauty is unique, diverse, individual. 

True beauty is as fragile as a butterfly's wings. 

You are truly beautiful, capable of loving yourself and loving those who surround you. 

You are worthy of love". 

 

 



 
 

 

Oracy Day 

On Tuesday 22nd of March 2022, we held our Oracy Day. This day involved 

students participating in activities that specifically focused on developing 

communication skills and confidence. All subjects were involved in this day, 

and it was great to see the amazing work that both teachers and students 

produced. For example, in History, students created a radio broadcast which 

was from the British Prime Minister addressing the public about the 

atrocities committed by Adolf Hitler. In Modern Foreign Languages, students 

raced against other teams to find and share information about the traditional 

German festival of "Fasching" and the French festival of 'Mardi Grass', to 

improve their cultural understanding through speaking and listening skills. In 

Maths, students helped their peers by verbally communicating information 

about a mathematical word that was hidden on the board behind them. 

Finally, in Food Technology, students had to share the process of making 

Ravioli whilst other students assessed them on their oracy presentational 

skills.  

Miss Everist     Mr Wise    

Director of Literacy  Director of Oracy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The three main areas of work undertaken by CHEXS staff and students from Goffs-Churchgate Academy during this 

academic year have been as follows.  

Role Model Mentoring 

Six students attend a local primary school or Theobald's Park. There have been four role model mentoring sessions up 

to this point. There are a further four sessions taking place after Easter. These sessions aim to work on outdoor                

activities, such as creating willow deer, painting fencing, and general garden maintenance. The CHEXS team and young 

people from our school, mentor and coach primary school children aged 6-10. The CHEXS team also speak to the 

students individually and collectively throughout this session about mental health support and protective behaviour 

strategies to build young people's resilience, identify areas of need, and develop life skills.  

Community Habitat Management 

Eight students visit Lee Valley Forest or a Local Community area. These sessions have just finished for the year. There 

have been eight sessions in total.  The purpose of these visits are for young people to learn about safety and                 

community volunteering, and it aims to improve their aspirations. The project is tailored to the needs of the group. 

The young people are mentored and coached by the CHEXS team to think about their goals, develop their confidence 

and step outside their comfort zone. This, in turn, will help them to achieve their personal goals.  

My Life Project 

Twelve female students have visited Cuffley Youth and Community Centre on two separate occasions during the year. 

Their third and final session takes place in early May. These visits aim to educate young people about both positive 

and negative life choices and the consequences of their actions. The programme includes team building activities      

followed by interactive sessions about risk-taking behaviours, independent living and how to keep themselves safe.   

One parent emailed in February after their child had attended a Habitat session, saying, 'Thank you, Mr Clune, for this 

opportunity! He came home really enthusiastic.  He was tired but had loved the day! Thank you!' 

Jim Clune 
Mental Health & Wellbeing Lead 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

Communication from Hertfordshire County Council 

We have been asked to share the following information from Hertfordshire County Council. 
 
As we step into spring, we're encouraging residents to be kind and stay healthy by following simple steps to live life 
safely with COVID-19, stop the spread and protect others. For up-to-date information go to https://www.hertford-
shire.gov.uk/covidliving 
  
The simple steps people are encouraged to follow are: 

o        Be kind – respect people wearing masks or keeping their distance from you. They may well be very vulnerable 
to infection 

o        Be informed – know your level of risk and get good, trusted advice on managing it 
o        Be vaccinated or boosted – ensure you and those around you are vaccinated when invited 
o        Be safe – manage your risk when socially mixing (hands, face, space, fresh air) 
o        Be prepared – if you get Covid, stay at home and get early treatment should you need it 
o        Be supported – as well as your family and friends, HertsHelp can offer support 

  
COVID-19 vaccination 
  
Vaccination continues to offer the best protection for ourselves and others around us from becoming seriously ill from 
COVID-19. There are lots of walk-in options available locally for first, second doses and boosters, you can find your 
nearest vaccination centre and also book an appointment at: https://covid.healthierfuture.org.uk/ 
  
The national booking system for healthy 5- to -11 year olds to receive their COVID-19 vaccination will open from 2 
April. Parents and carers can book appointments at larger vaccination centres and in some community pharmacies. 
Appointments will also be available at some GP run sites, if so they will contact you directly and you can book through 
your practice.  
  
Vaccinations are already available for clinically vulnerable 5- to 11-year-olds, and children in this age group who live 
with someone who has a weakened immune system. Until now vaccinations for this 'at risk' group of children have 
been available through GPs and special schools, but parents and carers will also be able to book through these through 
the national booking service from 2 April.   
  
For more information on vaccinations for this age group visit: https://covid.healthierfuture.org.uk/vaccine-infor-
mation-for-young-people   
  
Stay at home if you have symptoms 
  
Guidance remains that if you have symptoms of COVID-19, (a high temperature, a new, continuous cough or a loss 
or change to your sense of smell or taste), you should stay at home and avoid contact with other people, regardless 
of a positive test result. Get advice about staying at home and avoiding contact with others 
  
There is support available locally to help people who need to self-isolate, call HertsHelp on 0300 123 4044, 
email info@hertshelp.net or visit www.hertshelp.net 
  
 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/covidliving
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/covidliving
https://covid.healthierfuture.org.uk/
https://covid.healthierfuture.org.uk/vaccine-information-for-young-people
https://covid.healthierfuture.org.uk/vaccine-information-for-young-people
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
mailto:info@hertshelp.net
http://www.hertshelp.net/

