NEWSLETTER APRIL 2019
A Message from the Principal
Our school continues at a pace and I can’t quite believe that we are at Easter already! As you can
see from this Newsletter, we have packed a lot in for our students this half term. I am delighted
to tell you that our Year 6 applications for next year mean that we will be full, a number of appeals
for additional places will also need to be held, and we have a very long waiting list for students
wishing to get a place at this school.
Earlier this term, I asked parents to complete a survey as part of our Annual Stakeholder Survey.
Overall, the results of this survey were extremely positive, with the vast majority of parents agreeing that our school
is a happy, safe school, where students are well-looked after, and make good progress in their lessons. Very pleasingly,
the school’s work on mental health was highlighted as a real success. These positive results were echoed by students,
staff, and Trustees who also completed the survey. All of the results, from all stakeholders, are currently being
analysed, and suggestions for improvements are being developed into our Strategic Development Plan for 2019-2020.
I look forward to being able to share this with you in due course.
Our Year 11 students are working really hard to get ready for their exams. Each of them are attending a range of
revision sessions to ensure that they get the best possible outcomes in the summer. I am very thankful to all of the
staff body who are working tirelessly to help our students, and are giving up much of their time to this end.
Mrs Baker has been working hard to secure the National Quality Mark in Careers Education for our school. This
demonstrates the work we do as a school, to support each and every student in their next steps moving forward. We
have already received recognition for the work completed so far and hope to receive further accreditations soon. We
are delighted that a greater proportion of our students are planning on going to Goffs Sixth Form to study A-Levels
this September.
I would like to take this opportunity to remind parents that no students should be consuming energy drinks in school
or on the way to school. These include Red Bull and Lucozade. I would also like to highlight that we recommend that
students do not drink sugary fizzy drinks such as Coke. The research is clear, that consumption of these drinks, and
the resulting sugar variations, can have a detrimental effect on a child’s learning. In our school restaurant, we have a
free hydration station, where students can help themselves to a range of flavoured water, which is far healthier for
our students.
We welcome to the school, Miss Everett, who joins us on our Reception. In addition, due to the increase in our school
numbers next year, we have already recruited excellent teachers to join our fantastic staff body. I look forward to
introducing you to them in September.
I am sure you will enjoy reading all the successes of our students throughout this newsletter, and I look forward to
welcoming everyone back to school by 8:30am on Tuesday 23rd April 2019.
Thomas Sparks
Principal

Message from the Executive Principal
It has been a busy term across both schools, with many successes. Both schools look set to
deliver excellent results for their students this summer. As always, I am grateful for the
dedication of staff, the commitment of our students, and of course, all of the support we get
from families at home. Life is much harder without this support, so thank you.
Mental health has been a key focus of my assemblies with students this term, and I hope that
they have talked to you about some of the things we have discussed around how the media
manipulates their perceptions every day, creating unreal and distorted ideals of perfection.
The mental and emotional health of our students remains central to our work, and both I and
other staff have talked openly about the challenges that everyone, adult or child, can face to their mental health,
sharing personal examples and coping strategies.
Both schools have also recently emphasised to students our absolute zero tolerance stance on drugs and weapons. I
am not so naive as to write here that no Trust students ever become involved in such things. However, I can clearly
and categorically state here that any transgression of these expectations in any of the Trust's schools is highly likely to
result in permanent exclusion. Our schools are happy, safe communities, and I and Trustees will take any action
necessary to ensure it remains that way - without exception. Cheshunt police are currently working with all of the local
schools on ensuring that our communities are safe. You should therefore expect to see an increased police presence
around local schools at the end of the day, as part of a purge on anti-social behaviour, something that we fully support.
I hope that you enjoy reading this newsletter and seeing all of the success that your school is enjoying. I wish you and
your families a happy and peaceful Easter break, and look forward to welcoming everyone back next term.
Alison J Garner
Executive Principal
Generations Multi Academy Trust

Positively Mad
In February, external education company ‘Positively Mad’ came into school to run ‘Exam Buster’ workshops for all
students in Year 10 and Year 11.
Each year group completed a two hour interactive workshop, developing strategies to improve their memory skills
and revision techniques, and looking at how to effectively prepare for exams.
Each student took away a ‘mad pad’ of notes and strategies that they can now use to support their learning in all
subjects.
The students found the sessions extremely useful, with many of the Year 11 students stating that they would change
the way that are revising at home based on what they learnt during the session.
With the final GCSE exams fast approaching for Year 11, and the end of year exams for the other year groups taking
place in June, I would like to remind all students to continue to regularly use the new online revision programmes as
part of their preparation.




Maths: www.hegartymaths.co.uk
Science: www.tassomai.com
All subjects: www.gcsepod.com and senecalearning.com

Ms Cheryl Goodchild
Assistant Principal

Year 11 Raising Achievement
Well done to the Year 11 students who have just completed another set of trial examinations earlier this month! After school interventions continue every night, and
students have had a number of opportunities to boost their progress through specially organised days which are dedicated to just one of their subjects. We have a full
programme of support for our students in the run up to the exams, including numerous sessions of intervention over the Easter holidays. At this crucial time, it is important
that students attend every session.
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Enrichment: German “Lebkuchenherz” Valentine Competition
Last half term, Year 7 and 8 students learnt about German culture and Valentine traditions in class. In particular, the
German “Lebkuchenherz” (gingerbread heart cookie), which is given to loved ones as a gift on Valentine’s Day in
Germany, as well as many other various German festivals during the year.
To support cross-curricular projects across the school, students were asked to use their German, English, creative,
and artistic skills to write a Valentine poem in German, which had to include 3 stanzas using “word pairs,” and
present their poems in their own creative way for an Inter-House competition.
We definitely have some budding romantics in Year 7 and 8! Some of my favourite poems written included:

“Ich bin der

“Ich bin Batman, du
bist Robin!”

(I am Batman, you are Robin)

Regenbogen und du
bist der Schatz”
treasure”

(I am the rainbow and you are the treasure)

“Ich bin der
Mond, aber du
bist der Stern”

(I am the moon but you are the star)

The outcome was overwhelming! We received a wide range of entries from decorated paper hearts, decorations,
papier-mache items, games, chocolates, cookies and even cakes!
Well done to all those creative poets who entered their German poems, and congratulations to Lukas Sinkevicius
(Year7), who came first place with his 3 professional looking gingerbread hearts and to the 5 runners up; Tianna
Shortte (Year7), Alysia Zouvani (Year7), Baillie-Rae Knight (Year7), Elizabeth Varney (Year7) and Ben Holloway
(Year8).

Mrs Elaine Powell
(Head of Modern Foreign Languages & Humanities)

Careers Fair
On Tuesday 19th March 2019, students in Year 9 and 10 enjoyed a Careers Fair organised by Youth Connections. The
event gave students the opportunity to experience what certain careers were like from professionals already in those
fields. There were 15 different companies including: the RAF, Hertford Regional College, Youth Connexions, University
of Hertfordshire and The Rhapsody Institute. This cross section of sectors gave students a varied insight into the world
of work.
“I felt like this Fair helped me a lot because I was struggling to decide on my work experience, and one of the companies
gave me direction with what I wanted to do. The Fair also provided me with lots of ideas about future career paths
and how to reach them” (Year 10 student).
We are also delighted to say that the school has achieved the first “commitment” of three of the bid to achieve the
Quality in Careers Mark, testament to the outstanding provision which the school provides in Careers Advice and
Guidance.
Ms Baker
Vice Principal

Rapping Their Way To Literacy Success!
On Wednesday 13th February 2019, Breis, from ‘Student of Life’ visited Year 7, 8 and 9 students to talk to them about
the importance of literacy in everyday life, as well as how crucial literacy can be to being successful in our chosen
future careers. Student of Life, is an organisation that uses Hip Hop culture to engage young people in learning. The
day was designed to expose students to a range of literacy techniques in a different and engaging way.
After performing to these year groups, Breis collaborated with a selection of Year 7 and 8 students in workshops that
encouraged them to write a piece of poetry or rap, with a close focus on using words they wouldn’t usually use, as
well as engaging with English in a way that they wouldn’t usually have had exposure to.
Overall, the students really enjoyed their morning with Breis and those
that were part of the workshop really engaged in approaching English
in an alternative way as well as a determination to improve their
literacy skills by broadening their vocabulary.
A massive well done to all of those involved!
Mrs Sophie Everist
Director of Literacy

World Book Day Celebrations – Friday 8th March 2019
On the 8th March we celebrated the infamous World Book Day in style!
Many teachers across the school dressed as their favourite book character to promote their
love of, and the importance of, reading to everyone here at Goffs-Churchgate. The best dressed
teacher prize went to Mrs Powell, who teaches German, and the best dressed student prize
went to Bobby Halls in Year 7, who won himself a £15 Amazon voucher!
As well as the fancy dress competition, we also had a non-uniform day to raise money for the
National Literacy Trust, and collectively we raised just over £270 which is great.
We also received numerous library books due
to the book donation point that was set up on
the day. Thank you so much to those of you that donated. Your
donations have been gratefully received and will be put to good use
in our library.
Some students also took part in a ‘Teachers’ Favourite Book’ quiz that
took place on the day, with Vinni Whyte in Year 9 claiming first prize
for this - well done!
Year 8 and 9 also got to take part in a talk
from a published author, Non Pratt. Non was
incredibly engaging and many of the students were able to relate to her personally as well as
to the story lines in her variety of successful novels. Students had the opportunity to meet
Non Pratt and purchase copies of her novels at the end of her talk.
Later that day, a smaller group of students from Year 8 and 9, worked with Non on how to
create characters within stories. This allowed the students to develop their creative writing
skills in preparation for what is to come for them in the English Language GCSE specification
in Year 10.
Vertical tutoring that day also saw students coming together to write either a poem or a paragraph about what
Goffs-Churchgate means to them for a ‘Goffs-Churchgate Community’ scrapbook. Some of my favourite additions to
this were as follows:
'Churchgate is the best it's ever been, us as a community and a family'
'I feel safe here and I love to come to school'
'None of us are horrible- maybe sometimes- but we get over it because we are one big family'
'Some schools might be jealous of us'
'My school is the school that has a bright and vibrant community'
Overall, we had a fantastic day; students were able to dress up or wear non-uniform, we raised over £200 for charity,
prizes were won and poems were written but most importantly, the significance and love of reading was celebrated!
Mrs Sophie Everist
Director of Literacy

Walton-on-the-Naze Geography Fieldtrip – Wednesday 27th February 2019
35 students from Year 10 & 11 completed their Physical Geography Fieldwork at Walton-on-the-Naze. After the coach
journey, the students were ready to set out on to the beach, clipboards in hand, equipment ready. The students were
investigating how groynes (coastal defences) were affecting the amount of longshore drift along that stretch of
coastline. To do this, students completed a series of tests, some of them slightly bizarre but effective. The tests that
the students completed were:





To prove longshore drift (throwing an orange into the sea and measuring how far it travels across the beach)
Height of sand either side of the groynes at different points
Beach width
Wave count

They completed these tests on two areas of the beach, one with coastal defences and one without, so that they could
compare the difference and show that the groynes were protecting the coastline by stopping longshore drift. Despite
some of the coastline being extremely slippery and treacherous to navigate, the students managed to collect all of the
data that they needed to conclude their investigation. After all their hard work, we had a pit stop at the chip shop for
lunch and made our way back to Cheshunt.

Ms Aisha Barnes
Teacher of Geography

Dragon’s Apprentice Challenge
On Wednesday 20th March 2019, 10 of our students from Year 9 attended an award ceremony, where they collected
their certificates for successfully completing the ‘Dragon’s Apprentice Challenge’. As well as collecting their
certificates, students were hoping to win the coveted trophy of ‘best group’. Unfortunately, our students narrowly
missed out on this top prize.
However, I would like to extend my congratulations to these outstanding Year 9s who worked exceedingly hard for
the duration of the challenge, and confidently held their own against 6th formers from other schools in the
surrounding areas. I am pleased to announce that they managed to beat them to two awards on the night which were:
 Best Poster
 Outstanding Individual
The students had an amazing time; they showed great independence, resilience, and team work to speak about their
fundraising event in front of various charities and business leaders. The award winning team consisted of:











Vinni Whyte who won *Outstanding Individual*
Annie Shackleton
Kaan Durmus
Bobby Thomas
Tyler Long
Leon Markiewicz
Ben Lindsay
Tyler Lindsay
Tommy Chittenden
Thomas Donegan

Mr Paul Ebanks
ICT & Business Teacher

CookStars
Students in Years 8, 9 and 10 were able to take part in a fantastic cooking session run by Nicky at CookStars, a company
specialising in teaching students about nutrition and how to cook fresh meals. Students were taught how to cook
lasagne from scratch, and were then able to take them home to impress their relatives, or to eat themselves! We look
forward to welcoming Nicky back in the summer term when students will learn how to make an accompanying dessert.
Please look out for a letter for further information about how students can get involved.

Mr Dave Emmott
Associate Assistant Principal

Red Nose Day – 15th March 2019
The school community played their part in raising over £250 for Comic Relief, through selling Red Noses and
cakes/biscuits to students and very grateful staff. Students also participated in an enormous game of Dodgeball at
lunchtime. We always want to hear about any local causes which are important to you that we as a school can focus
on – please email d.emmott@goffschurchgate.herts.sch.uk to give us more information.
Mr Dave Emmott
Associate Assistant Principal

Robbie Lea Water Safety Day – 21st March 2019
10 students attended a special event at the White Water Rafting Centre, Lea Valley. This was in partnership with the
Robbie Lea organisation to raise awareness of the dangers and risks of open water and how to stay safe. Robbie Lea,
was the victim of an unfortunate drowning.
The day began with a briefing from each of the partnerships linked to the Trust, including the police service, the fire
brigade, and a talk from Robbie’s mum. During this talk we learnt the importance of water safety and the effects the
incident had on his family, and still has today.
The first activity on the rotation was to show the threat of white water, where a demonstration was given of how to
avoid injury if you found yourself in a situation involving strong rapids. We learnt that the best position was to lie on
your back with your hands and feet spread out, and head facing the direction you are moving in; this is to ensure you
are still taking in air.
We then moved on to the next activity, where we learnt what we could do to help a person in danger in water. We
were shown how to use a throw bag to pull somebody out as quickly as possible. At the next station, we spoke to the
fire brigade who showed us the equipment they use when facing a scenario where someone is drowning. After this,
we made our way to a talk about making the situation easier for yourself if you find yourself in that position; the main
thing we learnt was to not panic and to float to conserve energy. Next we moved on to looking at the risks underneath
the surface, such as general litter, vermin and weeds.
We were then introduced to a short video with the police services of a little boy saving his mother’s life by calling 999.
We were shown how important calling the emergency services is, and what information we would need to give.
For the last activity we were shown how everyday objects could give buoyancy to a victim, such as a football or a
carton. We were told that jumping in to help a friend was not the right thing to do, as we would both then be in danger.
We were then able to finish the day off by experiencing the coldness of open water. We put our wet suits on and got
in. It was very cold, but we swam across the lake and made it out.
This day was very educational, and we are now very lucky to have an understanding of the effects and dangers of open
water and how to stay safe. On behalf of us all, we are very thankful for the opportunity and the great day we had.
Mille Clark and Jemma Smith
Year 10 Students

Football Fixtures
This half term saw the Year 9 & 10 football team test themselves against other local schools in two friendly matches.
It was a new experience for most of the boys as it was their first time playing together in a full competitive 11-a-side
match.
Both games were very similar in the way they played out, in that the early stages of both games showed the
inexperience of the team as they fell behind to early goals. However, as the games went on, the team found their feet
and managed to create chances for themselves and dominate possession of the ball. Unfortunately, we did not quite
have the cutting edge to make either of the score lines level, but the effort, commitment, and for large parts of both
games the quality was there to be seen.
Hopefully, the boys can use these fixtures as building blocks going into next season as the fixtures will be a lot more
frequent and they can hopefully secure their first win.
For each game, the boys represented the school extremely well and they can be proud of themselves. Finally, a massive
thank you from the boys to all the different members of staff that made the effort to come out and support the boys.
We are looking forward to further fixtures for other year groups in the near future
Mr Tom Massey
Head of Creative Arts

Shakespeare School Foundation
Goffs-Churchgate had the pleasure of welcoming the “Shakespeare School Foundation” to our school. They delivered
a workshop to Year 11 on one of our GCSE core texts, Macbeth, using rehearsal and dramatic techniques to engage
with the themes of the play and its historical context.
By combining learning with active engagement, students developed their understanding through a range of
workshop activities which included: role play for key scenes through the form of freeze framing; learning key quotes
and the poetic techniques of the play though “cardiograming”; and engaging with key characters by examining how
they are manifested through their language choices.
All in all, the students thoroughly enjoyed the experience coming away with a greater appreciation and enjoyment for
Shakespeare, and all the while learning important details for their upcoming GCSE.
Mr Antony Nichola
Head of English

