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10th September 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers 

It has been a fantastic first full week at Goffs-Churchgate Academy, and it is lovely to see all of our school 

community back and interacting together.  It is great to see all of our different Year groups mixing, and our 

Year 7 students have settled in well and are finding their feet.  Everyday, I make a point of walking around 

the school and visiting our students in lessons, and it is lovely to see our students engaging in their learning. 

Open Evening 

As you may be aware, we have decided as a Trust that we will not be holding a full face to face Open Evening 

on 23rd September 2021.  Instead, there will be a range of virtual presentations and admissions surgeries, 

alongside face to face tours outside of school hours.  As a result, we will no longer finish early on Thursday 

23rd September 2021, and students do not need to come back to school to help in the evening as they 

traditionally would. In addition, Friday 24th September 2021 will remain an INSET day, and students do not 

need to attend school on this day. 

Extra-Curricular Activities 

We are delighted to offer an extensive range of extra-curricular activities at the school. Further to                     

Mrs Renew’s letter, I attach our extra-curricular activities list for the Autumn Term 2021.  This is just the start, 

and we hope to be adding additional clubs and activities in the near future to supplement this programme.  I 

would encourage all students to get involved. It does not matter if you have never tried an activity before; 

this is an excellent opportunity to try something new. We are very fortunate that due to additional funding 

from Sports England, we have external coaches coming in to coach our athletics, swimming, and rugby teams.  

Who knows, we might develop future Olympians for Paris 2024 or Los Angeles 2028.   

Please note all clubs will start from Tuesday 14th September 2021 (this is due to compulsory staff training 

on Monday 13th September 2021). 

Parking and Drop Off 

I apologise that I sound like a broken record in my letters regarding this issue.  However, with the increased 

volume of students we have at the school, it would be in everybody’s best interests, including your children, 

if parents could avoid driving into the nearby estate or near the school gates for drop off or pick up.  I would 

encourage parents and carers who need to drop off to do so at a different location, and then students can 

walk the short distance to school.   
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Covid Testing 

I appreciate your support in testing our students on return to school. Unfortunately, Covid cases across the 

UK continue to be high, so I would encourage all families to continue regular testing twice a week (Sunday 

and Wednesday evening) using a Lateral Flow Device.  For students who have tested in school, we have given 

students tests to do at home and can provide these for any families needing them.  If the test shows a positive 

result, then a confirmation PCR test needs to be undertaken, and you will need to contact NHS Track and 

Trace. 

School Facebook Page 

As a school, we pride ourselves on our high levels of communication with parents and carers.  One way of 

staying abreast of developments at the school is through joining our Facebook page.  If you use Facebook, I 

would encourage you to follow and like our page at 

https://www.facebook.com/GoffsChurchgateAcademy/  

Of course, if you do not wish to follow us on Facebook, we also publish developments on our website and 

keep parents and carers updated through our regular Newsletters. 

Literacy and Oracy 

As a school, we recognise the power of literacy and oracy and the direct impact it can have on our students 

and their academic outcomes.  We dedicate a considerable amount of curriculum time to this.  We are 

delighted that, for example, we have timetabled lessons in Year 8 on Public Speaking.  To support us in 

supporting your child, please do ensure that they have a reading book that stretches them and that they read 

every evening for at least 30 minutes.  We look forward to updating you throughout the Year on our 

continued plans in this area. 

Diversity  

For parents and carers who are new to the school, you might not be aware of a significant piece of work that 

started last Year.  We created a diversity working party, which included staff, students, parents, and members 

of our Local Academy Board. Alongside the whole staff body, the working party looked at how the school 

could develop its approach to further promote diversity across the school.  As a result of this project, our 

whole Key Stage 3 English curriculum has been completely overhauled, with students studying different 

books that are written by a diverse range of authors; our House system has been completely changed to 

better reflect our community, and there have been a range of assemblies and other activities to promote 

diversity.  This is only the start of the project, and if you would like to get involved, please contact Ms Baker 

at the school. 
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Student Leadership / House Competition 

Student voice is incredibly important to us at Goffs-Churchgate, and we have a large number of leadership 

positions available for students who want to learn new skills and work to make our school community the 

best. Students can apply to be a part of the Student Executive or a House Captain. We have had lots of great 

applications submitted and we are incredibly proud of how articulately our students can express how proud 

they are to be a member of our community and their desire to make it the best it can be. 

 

This week we have also launched our first House competition of the Year. This gives all students within the 

House the opportunity to decide on the new House branding from the logo to the slogan and House charity. 

The closing date for this competition is Friday 24th September 2021. Winners of the House logo and slogan 

competition will receive amazon vouchers and work together at a local design studio to see their creation 

come to life. 

 

Finally, a reminder that I deliberately block time in my diary to meet with parents and carers should the need 

arise.  So please do get in contact if there are any concerns you would like to discuss, and I would be happy 

to meet with you. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Thomas Sparks 
Principal 
 

 


