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Dear Parents/Carers 
  
At Goffs-Churchgate Academy, each one of our students in our care is really special to us.  We pride 
ourselves on working with our young people, from a diverse range of backgrounds, making sure they leave 
our school, with a suite of qualifications and the skills and knowledge to move onto the next stage of their 
education.  We are also especially proud of our relationships with parents.  Parents who have been at the 
school for a number of years, know that they only have to drop the school an email or contact us via phone, 
and we will be happy to speak with you, and to address any concerns or questions that you or your child 
might have.  We all want the same thing for your children, and the strong reputation of the school is 
something we can all be proud of.  
 
Changes to Start Time for Years 8 and 10 
We have now been able to run our timetable for a few weeks and having reviewed it, we can now make 
some tweaks.  For students in Years 8 and 10, effective from Monday 5th October 2020, their school day 
will start at 8:40am.  They will be able to access the site between 8:30am and 8:40am and then at 8:40am 
they need to go to their Period 1 lesson. Students arriving after 8:40am, will be late. For the first 10 minutes 
of that lesson, they will be completing form time activities, whether that be SMSC, British Values, Literacy, 
Numeracy or Virtual Assemblies.  They will then stay in that lesson for the Period 1 on the timetable.  By 
making this change, we are able to extend the students time in school and get as close to 'normal' on their 
timetables. 
 
Launch of our Goffs-Churchgate Facebook Page 
We are launching a Goffs-Churchgate Facebook page, to be able to share with parents and carers quickly, 
the exciting news at our school.  Please bear with me as my use of social media is not the best, but we hope 
that this will give us a platform to share quickly key messages and the exciting things that we are doing as a 
school.   The link to the page is  
https://www.facebook.com/GoffsChurchgateAcademy/ 
Please do follow and like the page.  This is a new project for me at the school, so any feedback would be 
gratefully received.  
 
Communication with the School  
As both Alison Garner and I regularly state in our Open Evening messages and subsequently throughout the 
school years, we have extremely high expectations of our students. Unfortunately, on rare occasions, our 
students do undertake behaviour that we are not proud of.  However, you have my assurance that any 
poor behaviour, both inside or outside of school, is dealt with quickly and robustly.  In order to support our 
students and ensure that any situations are dealt with correctly and calmly, I would appreciate your 
support in ensuring that issues are communicated directly to the school, as opposed to issues circulating on 
the rumour mill, either in person or through social media.  Often, these can inflame a situation, with 
uninformed and unnecessary comments or rumours from adults that can have a knock-on effect for our 
children. I would draw your attention to the documents that were signed by parents and students in the 
initial transition booklets, agreeing to work collaboratively with the school to deal with any concerns that 
may exist, and ensuring that their activity does not cause the school, staff, students or others distress, or 
bring the school community into disrepute. 

https://www.facebook.com/GoffsChurchgateAcademy/
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Reading for Pleasure 
Throughout last week, I had the pleasure of seeing each child's reading book.  It was fantastic to see such a 
range of reading, from Horror stories to Romance.  Reading is, as ever, a really important life skill, and there 
is a direct link between students who read regularly and their outcomes in school.  I would therefore 
encourage you to ensure that you are reading regularly with your child.  During their library lessons, 
students will be able to use our Accelerated Reader system, to ensure that they show understanding of the 
books they have read, and also the programme will direct students to their next appropriate reading 
material.  We would normally at this time of year be hosting many reading events, including our Dads and 
Lads, and Mothers and Daughters reading events.  Unfortunately, due to Covid-19, we cannot do these at 
this time, but please do take time to read regularly with your child.  I love hearing, on the gate whilst on 
duty, what students have been reading and their passion for their books. 
  
Finally, I would encourage you to speak with your child about the range of clubs and activities both at lunch 
and afterschool that we run.  Due to Covid-19, some clubs have had to be amended, but we hope we are 
still running an activity that appeals to your child.  If we don't, please get in touch and I am sure we can look 
at doing something for them. 
  
As always, should you have any questions, comments or queries, please do get in touch.  Whilst, in the age 
of Covid-19, we might not be able to meet all parents face to face, we can arrange for virtual or telephone 
meetings. 
  
Yours sincerely 

  
Thomas Sparks 
Principal 
 
 


