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What will I learn? 
GCSE History allows the learner to immerse themselves in the numerous historical periods which 
the course provides. These fascinating, thought-provoking topics will cover modern non-British 
depth studies such as Nazi Germany and the Cold War, while also focusing on period studies such as 
Elizabeth England and crime and punishment through time. This broad range of topics will allow 
students to answer important questions such as: how did the Nazis rise to power? How did England 
defeat the Spanish Armada? Who was Jack the Ripper? 
 

What are the unit titles and how will I be assessed?  

Paper 1: Thematic and historic environment - Crime and Punishment c1000-present and 
Whitechapel 1870-1900 (Crime, policing and inner-city) 
Written examination: 1 hour and 15 minutes (30% of the qualification) 

Paper 2: Period and British Depth Study - Early Elizabethan England 1558-1588 and Superpower 
Relations – The Cold War (1943-1991) 
Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes (40% of the qualification) 

Paper 3: Modern Depth Study- Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939 
Written examination: 1 hour and 20 minutes (30% of the qualification) 

What can I progress onto next? 
 
This qualification will give you the knowledge, understanding, and skill set to progress onto a Level 
3 qualification (A-level). Studying History develops an array of skills, including independent critical 
thinking, analytical skills, the ability to process and synthesise vast amounts of information. These 
are crucial skills for the workplace today. The Russell Group see History as an excellent subject for 
keeping your options open when choosing a degree. This is especially true for courses that include 
History and essay writing, such as, Economics, Modern languages, English, Law, Teaching, and 
Politics.  
 
What career could this lead to? 
History is well respected by employers and seen as a challenging academic subject. A degree in 
History opens up numerous opportunities. You can use History for many careers: Police Officer, 
Lawyer, Judge, Medicine, Librarian, Teacher, Politician, and many more professions.  
 

What career History graduates apply for? 


