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26th March 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers & Students 

End of Term Letter 

This has been a term of education that I don’t think any of us will forget in a hurry.  In writing this letter, I 

looked back to a letter I wrote to you over Christmas, saying how we were looking forward to welcoming 

students back to face-to-face teaching from 11th January 2021!!  Well, that didn’t quite work out as planned!  

It has been a term where we have all adapted to change.   Our whole staff community have worked tirelessly, 

learning new ways of teaching remotely.  One thing that has been prevalent and highlighted as a key strength 

of our school has been the unrelenting care for all of our young people.  I am grateful for all of your positive 

feedback we have received about how the school managed during the lockdown, including the quality of the 

education and the care that your child received.  As we move forward into the ‘new normal’, I will be in touch 

in the Summer Term to see what areas we might wish to continue using in the future.  For example, we have 

had highly positive feedback about SchoolCloud for Parents Evenings and whether this will be something we 

want to consider using in the future for all Parental events. 

We have been delighted to have students back in school, and we look forward to this continuing after 

Easter when students return at their normal start times on Monday 12th April 2021. 

Alongside this letter, I also attach our Mental Health and Wellbeing Newsletter from Mr Clune and a further 

Newsletter about Careers Week and our recent Red Nose Events. 

Expectations 

After the Easter holiday, we will be strictly enforcing the standards that you have come to expect from 

Goffs-Churchgate and the Generations MAT. 

• All of the standard uniform expectations will be required to be worn correctly at all times.  This 

includes a full school uniform, including school shoes, skirts worn at knee length at all times, no nail 

varnish or false nails, and only one pair of stud earrings to be worn.  To clarify a question raised to 

me.  Our school blazer is compulsory; the Goffs-Churchgate grey jumper is optional.  As previously 

mentioned, our uniform shop, Hawkins, is open for click and collect 

• We will continue to promote high levels of ventilation as a critical strategy in the fight against 

Covid-19.  However, now the weather is starting to warm up, students will not be allowed to wear 

coats, gilets, or other jumpers in classrooms as they have been up to this point  

• Students are reminded to bring in reusable water bottles, a reading book, their planner, and their 

lanyard as part of their basic school equipment.  Should your child have lost their planner or 

lanyard, you can purchase a new one through ParentPay or speak to your child’s Director of 

Learning 
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• As it currently stands, the Department for Education guidance states that students should continue 

to wear face masks in all indoor settings where social distancing cannot be maintained.  Therefore, 

please ensure your child comes to school in April with appropriate face masks 

• Finally, a reminder that after the Easter break, we will revert to a position where all students, on 

the day they have PE, come to school in full school uniform, and students will change for PE as 

appropriate. We will be rotating our different changing rooms in the school, and each will be 

rigorously cleaned in between other groups using them 

Covid Testing 

For students who have had consent from a parent/carer, this week, we have given additional Covid-19 

home test kits to the students.  They should now have enough test kits to test twice a week till the middle 

of April 2021.  We anticipate receiving more test kits to send home at that point.  Please can I remind all 

students participating to ensure they do a test on the eve of returning to school on Sunday 11th April 

2021. 

Reporting a positive result over the Easter holidays 

Should your child test positive for Covid-19 over the Easter holidays, alongside reporting this to NHS, please 

email the school at Covid@goffschurchgate.herts.sch.uk.  The senior team will then monitor this account to 

ensure that any close contact tracing can take place in the event of a positive case. 

 

As always, I am incredibly grateful for your support and open dialogue with the school.  I wish all of our 

families a wonderful Easter break, with a chance to recharge those batteries and maybe eat a little bit of 

chocolate!  We look forward to the Summer term with optimism about the future for all members of our 

school community. 

 

Stay Safe 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Thomas Sparks 

Principal 
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