
 

 

Executive Principal: Alison Garner, Principal: Tom Sparks 

Goffs-Churchgate Academy, College Road, Cheshunt, Hertfordshire EN8 9LY 

: admin@goffschurchgate.herts.sch.uk   www.goffschurchgate.herts.sch.uk 

: 01992 624375       @GoffsChurchgate 

           
           16th March 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Update on Coronavirus 
 
You will have seen the new measures that the Government announced last week to manage the COVID-19 
situation, with the country moving from the ‘contain’ to the ‘delay’ phase of its plan.  As before, the advice 
remains that effective hand hygiene, and using a tissue when coughing or sneezing, are some of the most 
effective ways in which we can help reduce the spread of the virus.  The Trust is continuing to do all that it 
can to minimise the spread with good hygiene, as outlined in my previous letters on the subject. As such, 
we believe there is no additional risk to students and staff. 
  
Self-Isolation and Staying at Home 
  
You will be aware that the Government has widened their advice on who should self-isolate, to include 
those that have coronavirus like symptoms - a new or continuous cough or a high temperature. Anyone 
experiencing such symptoms should stay at home for at least 7 days to help slow the spread of the 
disease.  All of our staff will of course be expected to follow this advice, and we ask you to ensure that your 
children do so also. In such instances, you should follow the usual school routines in terms of notifying us of 
your child’s absence.    
  
In certain circumstances, you may be advised by medical professionals to keep your child at home even if 
they are not unwell.  If this is the case, please let us know. 
 
I understand that parents are concerned about the risk of their children catching Coronavirus, and that 
some may wish to keep children at home even though they have not had any medical advice to do 
so.  Please be aware that we cannot agree to a child’s absence for that reason alone.  All children who are 
well enough to come to school are expected to continue attending as normal, unless advised otherwise by 
Public Health England. As things stand, all classes will continue with their normal work in school, including 
exam preparation. If they are not unwell or self-isolating on medical advice, it is important that students 
are in school.  
  
School Trips 
  
The Government has advised that planned school trips outside the UK should not go ahead.  We will of 
course follow this advice, and will be writing separately to the families of all children who were due to go 
on overseas trips in the remainder of the academic year.  The Government advice is that school trips within 
the UK can at present go ahead safely.  As the COVID-19 situation in the UK is changing rapidly, we will 
review the risk assessment for each trip before it goes ahead.  
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The Possibility of School Closure 
  
As per my previous letters, unless the Government directs a closure of schools, our intention is to stay open 
and operate as normal.  The Government has made it clear it expects schools to remain open unless public 
health advice has been given to close. 
  
Should schools be directed to close, plans at both schools are well underway in terms of having work for 
students to complete. Should staffing levels reach a point where I cannot accommodate all year groups in 
one/both schools, the priority will be to bring exam year groups in, and to continue their exam preparation 
wherever we can.  
  
I will continue to update you. My thanks go to all parents for the very measured and common sense 
approach that is being adopted across the board.  
 
Kind regards. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Alison J Garner 
Executive Principal 
 


