
 

 

 

 

Goffs-Churchgate Academy 
 

Year 7 Catch Up Funding Report 2019-2020 
 
2019-2020 
The school received £9001 to support students who started KS3 in September 2019 with low prior attainment in Literacy and Numeracy. 
In the 2019/2020 cohort, 44 students were identified as requiring Literacy support, and 40 students as requiring Numeracy support. 32 of these students were 
involved in both Literacy and Numeracy support groups (27% of the cohort). 
 
2020-2021 
The government have now removed the Year 7 catch-up funding for secondary schools. 
 
Support Strategies 
 The curriculum is deliberately arranged to ensure that students with lower prior attainment are taught in smaller classes, ensuring more personalised support. 

Teaching Assistants are also allocated to provide additional support to these groups. 
 Additional small group Literacy and Numeracy support sessions take place weekly for targeted students. These are run by two of our Teaching Assistants who 

specialise in Literacy and Numeracy, in conjunction with the English and Maths departments. 
 The Year 7 students who are identified as being significantly below expected levels in literacy are provided with additional literacy lessons to complete the 

Corrective Reader Programme. 
 The school has invested in the ‘Accelerated Reader’ programme to encourage students to engage in reading books which are at an appropriate level related to 

their ability. This is programme is incorporated into the students timetabled English lessons. 
 

Cost and Impact 2019/2020 
 

Support strategy Cost Impact 

 Modified timetable, with additional 
Literacy development lessons 

 Smaller class sizes for students with 
lower prior attainment 

 TA in class support 

 Small group intervention 

Allocated within 
whole school 

staffing budget 

 Internal assessment data shows that the percentage of students on or above expected 
levels in English has risen from 44% at the start of year, to 96% at the end of March. 
 

 Internal assessment data shows that the percentage of students on or above expected 
levels in Maths has risen from 62% at the start of the year, to 98% at the end of March. 



 

 

 

 

Accelerated Reader Programme £3107 

 Reading age tests completed at the start of the year and again in December demonstrated 
that 44% of the cohort made rapid progress in improving their reading age by at least 8 
months, with 78% improving their reading age by at least 2 months and 94% of the cohort 
improving their reading in this short time. 

 The accelerated reader programme was cut short this year due to the Covid-19 school 
closure so there is no end of year data to compare to. 

Increased usage of online learning 
platforms: Hegarty Maths & Bedrock 

£1968 

 The use of Hegarty Maths & Bedrock has been integral to the home learning of our lower 
ability students.  Both programmes allow students to work at a level suitable for them 
personally. 

 Students have commented that using these online learning platforms has given them 
‘increased confidence’ in the relative subject area as they are able to work independently. 

Corrective Reader Programme: 

 TA staffing costs 

 Decoding strand resources 

 Comprehension strand resources 

£2649 
£1620 
£1120 

 At the start of the year, 36 students were identified as being significantly below expected 
levels with a reading age of less than 9 years. The latest reading tests data demonstrates 
that 36% of these students improved their reading age to above 9 years, and overall the 
group improved by an average of 11 and a half months.  Further reading tests were due to 
take place but could not due to the Covid-19 school closure. 

NB: The initial starting point for some of the students was so low upon entry to the school that further catch up is still required and additional support will 
continue into future years. 

 

Additional details 

The school has been closed since the end of March due to the Covid-19 pandemic, therefore the normal end of year testing could not take place.  All subject 
areas have adjusted their curriculum to include a comprehensive catch up based on any learning missed.  The Year 7 students who were participating in the 
Literacy and Numeracy groups will continue to have additional intervention to help improve their Literacy & Numeracy skills as appropriate. 
 

This strategy links closely with our Pupil Premium/Disadvantaged strategy. The Pupil Premium/Disadvantaged strategy can be found on the school website: 
https://www.goffschurchgate.herts.sch.uk/580/pupil-premium-year-7-catch-up-1 

 

This strategy closely links to our School Development Plan. A copy of the SDP can be found on the school website: 
https://www.goffschurchgate.herts.sch.uk/272/school-development-plan 
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