
 

 

 

 

Goffs-Churchgate Academy 
 

Year 7 Catch Up Funding Report  
 
 

2017-2018 
The school received £4,353 to support students who started KS3 in September 2017 with low attainment in literacy and numeracy. 
In the 2017/2018 cohort, 18 students were identified as requiring literacy support, and 23 students as requiring numeracy support. 18 of these students were 
involved in both literacy and numeracy support groups (30% of the cohort). 
 
2018-2019 
The projected income for year 7 catch up funding for this current academic year is £7300 based on increase in the size of the cohort from 60 students to 120 
students. 
In the 2018/2019 cohort, 39 students are identified as requiring literacy support, and 39 students as requiring numeracy support. 29 of these students will be 
involved in both literacy and numeracy support groups. (24% of the cohort) 
 
Support Strategies 
 Year 7 students are grouped according to ability in English and in Maths. The curriculum is deliberately arranged to ensure that lower ability students are 

taught in smaller classes, ensuring more personalised support. Teaching Assistants are also allocated to provide additional support to these groups. 
 Year 7 students who are identified as requiring literacy support are allocated four additional timetabled literacy lessons per fortnight.  
 Additional group literacy and numeracy support sessions take place weekly for targeted students. These are run by our Student Support officer in conjunction 

with the English and Maths departments. 
 To support the students in their development of Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPAG) workbooks where purchased and introduced for use with the 

literacy classes. 
 The school has invested in the ‘Accelerated Reader’ programme to encourage students to engage in reading books which are at an appropriate level related to 

their ability. This is programme is incorporated into the students timetabled English lessons. 
 External Education Company; Twenty-Twenty Learning, delivered a series of workshops from the ‘Big Idea’ programme. The Big Idea is a bespoke series of 

workshops targeted at small groups of students who require literacy or numeracy support. They ran four half day literacy sessions and four half day numeracy 
sessions based on topic identified by the English and Maths departments.  

 The content of both the English and Maths curriculum has been redeveloped to begin teaching the GCSE content from the start of year 7 to ensure that the 
students are GCSE ready by the end of the key stage 3.  
 



 

 

 

 
Cost and Impact 2017/2018 
 

Support strategy Cost Impact 

 Modified timetable, with 
additional Literacy 
development lessons 

 Ability class groupings 

 Smaller class sizes for lower 
ability 

 TA in class support 

 Small group intervention 
 

Allocated within 
whole school 

staffing budget 

 The end of year assessment data showed that students improved their English grade by an 
average of 3 sub levels from the start of the year (this is the equivalent to one whole GCSE 
grade). 

 60% of students who began the year below the expected level in English are now predicted 
to achieve their minimum standard at the end of KS3. 
 

 The end of year assessment data showed students improved their Maths grade by an 
average of 2 sub levels from the start of the year. (this is the equivalent to two thirds of a 
GCSE grade). 

 44% of students who began the year below the expected level in Maths are now predicted 
to achieve their minimum standard at the end of KS3. 

Accelerated Reader programme £2099 
 Data from the Accelerated Reader programme showed that 88% of students improved their 

reading age in line with expectations. 12% of students improved above expected levels. 

Introduction of SPAG workbooks 
for the literacy classes 

£60 

 The end of year assessment data showed that students in the literacy class improved their 
SPAG grade by an average of 4 sub levels since the start of the year (this is the equivalent to 
1.3 GCSE grades). 
This is one sub level higher than the cohort average. 

‘The Big Idea’ Literacy workshops 
(x4 half day sessions) run by 20/20 
Learning 

£2150 

 The end of year assessment data showed that students involved in these sessions improved 
their English grade by an average of 1.8 sub steps from the previous data round (this is the 
equivalent to just over half a GCSE grade).  

‘The Big Idea’ Numeracy 
workshops (x4 half day sessions) 
run by 20/20 Learning 

£2150 

 The end of year assessment data shows that students involved in these sessions improved 
their Maths grade by an average of 1.5 sub steps from the previous data round (this is the 
equivalent to half a GCSE grade). 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Additional details 

 

 This strategy links closely with our Pupil Premium/Disadvantaged strategy. The Pupil Premium/Disadvantaged strategy can be found on the school 
website: http://www.goffschurchgate.herts.sch.uk/401/pupil-premium-year-7-catch-up?search=pupil 

 

 This strategy closely links to our School Development Plan. A copy of the SDP can be found on the school website:  
www.goffschurchgate.herts.sch.uk/272/school-development-plan?search=SDP 
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