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Complete the step by step process you followed 

for the front page (home page) and the article 

page of your site.

Use the slides included in this folder to help you 

with this



Digital Music Magazine:
Home Page

Step by step process to making the online magazine



Background
For the background 
colour, I imported an 
image from my mood 
board and used the 
colour dipper tool to pick 
out a light beige colour 
that was (and then 
deleted the imported 
image).

I chose this colour 
because I felt it was 
simple and went with the 
professional, sleek style I 
was aiming for.



Top Advert
By using “AdChoices”, it means that my 
digital magazine site would not have 
control over the advert content as it is 
selected based on the users history and 
habits.

However, for the design page, I took a 
screen shot of an opera production 
advert, as it is a similar style of high 
culture.



Social Media Links

For my social media links, I added buttons for Twitter, LinkedIn, YouTube and Instagram. These are 
interactive buttons, sop when users click on them, they will be taken directly to my magazines pages . 
This is an important part of the marketing for the magazine, so that it has more presence on the internet.



Masthead

Next, I added the masthead. I took the text from coolimage.com, which had a premade design. 
However, I added a red “colour overlay” and an “outer glow” effect so that it would make the 
masthead fit with the colour scheme of the other text I planned to use on the page. Also, the outer 



Navigation Menu

For the Navigation Bar, I again imported an 
image from my mood board (and afterwards 
deleted it), and selected a darker beige colour 
to match the theme, but make the menu 
stand out from the rest of the page.

I then added the text for the menu which 
would be interactive hyperlinks to different 
sections of the magazine, so that users can 
find their way around the recent material 
easily. 

The font I finally decided on was “Arial 
Narrow” in black, as it is simple, easy to read 
and stands out, as it needs to be functional 
for users.



Search Bar

The search bar is another interactive feature I have included it on my digital magazine. I have also 
used the colour dipper to make the colour match the colour scheme of page.

This search feature allows users navigate through the history of the magazine at any content that 
has been created during the whole existence of the site (which would all be stored digitally on the 
online server). 

Therefore, the search bar allows gives better accessibility, helping users find a specific articles or 
feature that they may not be able to navigate to easily from the buttons and hyperlinks.



Side Adverts
Here I have added the side adverts. Again, these 
would be graphical images supplied by AdChoices.

These adverts would also be interactive 
hyperlinks that link to external websites on 
whatever is being advertised. The number of 
clicks on the adverts can be a key contributor to 
the revenue of the magazine.

I have placed them on the right hand side of the 
site as it does not interfere with the content of 
the magazine too much and turn users off using 
the magazine.



Embedded Videos
In between the adverts, I have added some 
embedded videos of modern classical music 
videos. 

The reason I have placed these here is so 
that it breaks up the adverts, so that users 
do not feel overwhelmed by the presence of 
adverts.

It is also an interactive feature that users will 
appreciate as it can help them discover 
classical music from new artists.

The embedded videos would have an 
enlarge function on them so that the music 
video can be scaled to fit the whole screen 
when the user clicks on it.



Main Article Image

The main article image would change 
every time a new article is added to the 
website. 

The image I have chosen for this article is 
clearly linked to classical music by the 
presence of the violin, but also has an 
aesthetically pleasing composition, made 
up from note sheets and a rose with some 
fallen petals.

This is a large image as I want this to be 
the main attraction when users click on 
the site to encourage more hits for this 
article, and so that regular users can see 
that a new article has been published 
since they last visited.



Main 
Feature 

Article Text

I have added the text for the main feature below the image. It includes a red label and date (which 
will be colour coordinated with the other red text used on the page). The subheading is in large 
capitals, and there is also a tagline with more information about the content of the article. The font 
I uased was “Myriad Pro”.

The layout, colour and font were all selected to fit with the elegant and sophisticated, but modern 
style of the page.



Tiles
Originally I had planned to have my tiles in rows of 
two pictures. However, after importing the images 
onto Photoshop, I realised compositionally it looked 
better in rows of three images.

The first row is for “news” items, the second row is 
for “features”, and the third row is for “reviews”. 
However, if users were to continue scrolling down 
the page, they would find rows for everything that 
is on the navigation bar (videos, podcasts, 
downloads, subscriptions, etc.)

I wanted to make sure that the tiles were placed 
tightly together as I found that many of the example 
online magazines I looked at had a lot of white dead 
space between images. By cutting out the dead 
space, I felt it made the home page look more 
modern which was appealing to my target audience 
of young adults.



Tile Text

I added text to each of the tiles 
so that every picture has a short 
description. This will help users 
identify what they will find for 
each link and find what they will 
be interested in reading.

As I wanted the tiles tightly fit 
together, it meant the text had to 
go over the top of the images. In 
order to make it visible, I used a 
white colour on the font, and 
added a stroke effect, which gives  
affine black line around the edge 
of the letters to make it stand 
out.



Hyperlink Text

The final thing I added to my 
magazine home page was the 
hyperlinks for the “news, features, 
reviews, videos, etc.”

I made these dark red, as this was 
my colour scheme for many of the 
hyperlink headings and I used the 
same “Myriad Pro” font as 
elsewhere. However, I capitalised 
them so that users could easily find 
where the hyperlinks were. Each 
hyperlink would navigate from the 
home page to another page 
dedicated to that area.
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