
 
 

 

NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2017 
A Message from the Principal 

It is with great pleasure I am able to share with you through this newsletter the many successes 

of our students in our school.  We have had a very busy half term getting to know the 

expectations and standards of our new school.  We have been pleased with how well our Year 7 

students have settled into the school and I am delighted to see so many of them being selected 

to join our Student Leadership groups. 

All of our students look exceptionally smart in their new uniforms, and we have had numerous comments from 

parents and the community about how smart they look. I hope that any outstanding missing items of the new school 

PE kit have been corrected as I am aware that one size was out of stock.  If, after the half term break, your child is 

still missing kit, please speak with their Director of Learning so that this can be rectified.  A reminder that students 

are not permitted to wear make-up, and only one set of stud earrings in the lower ear lobe are allowed. 

On a daily basis I have the pleasure of being able to walk into lessons and see the fantastic learning that is taking 

place ranging from learning about British Values in RS to creating eco-systems in Geography, then to highly 

developed extended writing in English, and outstanding creativity in Photography.  In every lesson, students are 

learning, focused and motivated to succeed.  

All of the students will have noticed our new library in the Student Support Centre.  The stock of books is rapidly 

growing as we continue to spend the £2,500 we received from the Co-Op last term.  We would like to thank the      

Co-Op for their kind donation. It is compulsory that all students have an age appropriate reading book on them at all 

times, and I would encourage you to read with your child for at least 20 minutes an evening, regardless of their age.  

There is a direct link between academic success and students who read for pleasure every night. 

We have a very busy programme for our Year 11 students over the half-term holiday where they have an 

opportunity to continue in their studies for their GCSEs.  I would like to thank staff for so willingly giving up their time 

over a holiday period when they are not required to work. 

Mrs Renew (Director of Learning for Year 11) is due to be going on maternity leave during November 2017 and I am 

pleased to announce that we have already appointed an excellent teacher to cover her in her absence.  Miss 

Sawatsky joins our growing team after half term.  In addition, Mrs Camacho (our Business and ICT teacher) is also 

due to be going on maternity leave during November 2017 and we are in the process of appointing to that position. 

Both colleagues will be missed and we look forward to hearing about the new additions to their families.  

Finally, I wish you all and your families a restful half term and we look forward to welcoming the students back into 

school on Monday 6th November 2017 at the normal time of before 8:30am. 

Tom Sparks 

Principal 



 
 

 

Half Term Intervention for Year 11 
 
We are very excited to be able to offer a comprehensive revision programme for our Year 11 students during the half 

term holidays as seen below.   A copy can also be found on the school website under the ‘Parents’ tab.  

 

It is absolutely essential that all Year 11 students are revising at home each evening after school, at weekends and 

during holidays. This half term is the perfect time for them to really get stuck into their revision, ensuring that they 

are using the resources provided by the school including revision guides, examination papers and GCSEPod.  We 

would also encourage students to find time in this half term to have a break from studying.   

 

Please monitor how much your child is doing and ensure that they have a quiet space in which to complete their 

work (preferably free of the distractions of a mobile phone or other device and TV).  Please also encourage your 

child’s attendance at the intervention sessions. 

 

 MONDAY 
23-10-17 

TUESDAY 
24-10-17 

WEDNESDAY 
25-10-17 

THURSDAY 
26-10-17 

FRIDAY 
27-10-17 

MORNING 
9.30-Midday 

GEOGRAPHY 
(TAS) 
103 

PE 
(GOC) 

111 

BUSINESS 
(CAA) 
108 

 RS 
(RNS) 
002 

AFTERNOON 
12.30-3PM 

GEOGRAPHY 
(TAS) 
103 

MATHS 
(GIJ) 
008 

BUSINESS 
(CAA) 
108 

SCIENCE 
(ROA) 
104 

 

      

 MONDAY 
30-10-17 

TUESDAY 
31-10-17 

WEDNESDAY 
01-11-17 

THURSDAY 
02-11-17 

 

FRIDAY 
03-11-17 

MORNING 
9.30-Midday 

ENGLISH 
(NIA) 
010 

PE 
(MAT) 

111 

DRAMA 
(JOG) 
112 

 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

(KES) 
107 

 
 
 
 

ART 
(KES) 
101 

PD 
(DAG) 

004 
 

GERMAN 
POE 
012 

AFTERNOON 
12.30-3PM 

ENGLISH 
(WIM) 

011 

PE 
(MAT) 

111 
 

MATHS 
(HIGHER) 

(SPT) 
009 

DRAMA 
(JOG) 
112 

 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

(KES) 
107 

MATHS 
(HIGHER) 

(SPT) 
007 

 
ART 

(KES) 
101 

PRODUCT 
DESIGN 
(DAG) 

004 

  
Stuart Taylor 
 
Vice Principal 



 
 

 

Pre-Public Examinations for Year 11  
Students will be starting their Pre-Public Examinations on the second and third 

weeks after the half term holiday (Monday 13th November to Friday 

24th November 2017).  It is vital that students have put in the necessary 

preparation to be ready for these important examinations.   

 

A timetable for the examinations has been sent to all Year 11 families; it can also 

be found on the school website under the ‘Parents’ tab.  Students must ensure 

that they have all the necessary equipment (black pen, pencil, sharpener, rubber, 

ruler) for their examinations, including a scientific calculator for their Maths,  

Science and Geography examinations.  Students will be required to submit their grades for these examination onto 

their application forms for College, Sixth Form or apprenticeships. It is therefore absolutely essential that they  

prepare thoroughly for these examinations – the results will in effect be public and will be used to plan for future 

pathways post 16.  

 

Stuart Taylor 

Vice Principal 

Mr Beezy Inspirational Talk 
 
Mr Beezy visited our Year 11 group on Friday 13th October 2017 to provide 

the students with some inspiration before their pre-public examinations 

which take place after half term.  Mr Beezy has spoken to thousands of  

students across the country, motivating and transforming young people’s 

lives.  There were some powerful messages delivered around the issue of 

motivation and how this can get you started, but that it’s habits that keep 

you going.  

 

Students were able to reflect on how their success will be built on, how they 

use their time each day and how they stay focused on their 'why?' (their  

reason for wanting to be successful).   

 

Most poignantly was the message from Mr Beezy that "success was not for lazy people".  With the students  

approaching their half term break it is vital that they use this time to lay the foundations for success by attending the 

intervention sessions running at school during the holidays, and that they revise at home every day. 

  

We very much look forward to Mr Beezy continuing to work with some of the Year 11 students over the coming 

weeks, to support and guide them in the build up towards their summer examinations. 

 

Stuart Taylor 

Vice Principal 



 
 

 

Open Evening 2017 

Thursday the 28th September 2017 saw our first Open 

Evening for our new school, Goffs-Churchgate Academy.  

The staff worked tirelessly all day to showcase the fantastic 

work the school does including using 3D printers and laser 

cutters in Technology, a Drama showcase in Performing 

Arts, the swimming pool being used in full, and Science 

doing all sorts of experiments with fire! 

 

The two speeches were full to capacity where Andrew 

Clarke (Chair of Trustees) and Tom Sparks (Principal) 

spoke.  However the real stars were Kavan Peck (Year 8) 

and Charlotte O'Riordan (Year 11) who presented on 

the evening.  Both gave faultless and passionate 

presentations about our school and what it means to be 

part of our community.  

 

The Student Executive welcomed guests to the school and over half of the 

school acted as Guides. 

We had almost 800 guests around the school that evening for just 120 

places in next year’s Year 7.  In addition, due to popular demand, we have 

conducted 10 School in Action Tours where we have shown prospective 

parents around the school.  

Feedback from all of our visitors has been overwhelmingly positive, with all 

commenting on how polite, respectful, articulate and passionate our 

students are.  Each school guest noticed our strong community, the warmth 

of our school and the focus and commitment in classrooms. A hugely 

successful evening and congratulations and thank you to everyone who 

contributed. 

Tom Sparks 

Principal 



 
 

 

 

SMSC and British Values 

SMSC focuses on the Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural development of 

students and includes the promotion of British Values. 

Our mission statement of ‘Respect, Aspire, Nurture & Achieve’ 

exemplifies our holistic approach to the importance of the development 

of every aspect of SMSC at the school.  We aim to deliver a broad and 

balanced curriculum that ensures that our students are well rounded 

and conscientious individuals. 

Each half term the programme of activities that all students follow 

during form time is based on a set theme. This half term the theme has 

been Community. This has allowed the students to develop their 

understanding of what makes a successful community and explore the 

diversities within their school and the wider community. 

The weekly assembly theme links to the form time activities and further 

develops the students’ SMSC understanding. This half term the 

assemblies have focused on the promotion of British Values, Diversity, 

Resilience, the European Day of Languages, and also encouraged 

students to reflect upon their achievements over the past half term. 

The theme for next half term is Aspiration and will allow the students to 

consider what they want to achieve, and what they need to do to 

achieve their ambitions. 

Cheryl Goodchild 

Associate Assistant Principal 

 



 
 

 

Student Leadership Programme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Student Leadership Programme continues to go from strength to strength this year with the addition of a new 

third strand.  

The Wellbeing Ambassadors are the newest section of leaders, who will be working with Ms Daniels to ensure the 

wellbeing of all students within the school. They will work as a point of contact for all students in the school who 

require support, advice or guidance.  

The Community Captains will continue to build on their work from last year in developing the school community by 

planning, organising and delivering House competitions and charity events throughout the year. 

The Student Executive will continue to act as the voice of the student body and work with the school Senior 

Leadership team on continuous school improvement. 

The application and recruitment process for all three programmes, led by the Head Boy and Head Girl, has been 

taking place over the last couple of weeks. This process began with the completion of an application form, with the 

successful students then going through to the interview stage. The process then culminated with the students being 

appointed and receiving their badges in the end of half term whole school assembly. 

It gives me great pleasure to announce the appointment of the following Student Leaders: 

Head Boy Head Girl 

Charlie Steed Charlotte O’Riordan 

 



 
 

 

Community Captains 
House Curie 

Community Captains 
House Edison 

Community Captains 
House Faraday 

Community Captains 
House Rubik 

Josh Blackford Aimee Foster Long Dang Kacper Klimowski 

Tia Svensson-Welch Cheyenne Winter Bayan Mohamed Connor Flood 

Callum Button Millie Clark Tanaya Hughes-Hall Max Frost 

Ibrahim Iqbal-Khan Tomasz Golowski Michael Langdell Alice Varney 

Eryn Duffy Jamie Russell Courtney Cook Jemma Smith 

 

 

 

Student Executive 

Leah Foster Guinevere 
Dawal-Camero 

Jake Gutteridge 

Karim Mohamed Vinni Whyte Jessica Allsop 

Tommy Wilson Jake Rowley David Mizon 

Lee Norris Kavan Peck Rhys Christophi 

Angelina Laguna Kyle Borza-
Jenkins 

James Harrold 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am delighted that approximately 20% of the student body are now appointed to a leadership role within the school. 

This demonstrates the students’ passion and commitment to their school, and I look forward to working with all 

three groups this year. Congratulations to all of the Student Leaders.   

Cheryl Goodchild 

Associate Assistant Principal                                        

 

 

 

 

Wellbeing Ambassadors 

Libby Oliver Sophie Herbert 

Ellie Burton Alfie Johnson 

Darren Topcott Jack Watkins 

Tia Thomas Reggie Sullivan 



 
 

 

Swimming Success 

Saturday 8th October 2017 saw the first club swimming gala of the season. 

Year 9 student Millie Clark, swimming for Cheshunt Swimming Club, certainly 

began with a bang.  

She competed in 2 events: the 100m breaststroke and the 50m butterfly. 

She won both events and received 2 gold medals and achieved personal best 

times in both. She also achieved the qualification times for both the County 

and Regional Championships next year!  

A fantastic start to the season. Millie is certainly one to watch this year! 

We wish her luck for the remainder of the season and look forward to 

hearing about her continued successes. 

Cheryl Goodchild 

Associate Assistant Principal 

Home Learning Update 

Whilst the site had some technical issues at the start of the term, 

www.showmyhomework.co.uk is now fully functioning. Goffs-Churchgate places a huge 

importance and value on home learning as a vital tool to accelerate student progress. In line 

with the determination to ensure excellent exam and learning outcomes for our students, 

there have been an incredible 339 home learning tasks set across the school compared to only 

189 at schools of a similar size; we hope that you have both noticed and are pleased with the 

increase in home learning that is set.  

Students have been completing homework promptly and to a very high standard, with a large number of rewards 

points being given out to celebrate the successes. Student voice feedback has been fantastically positive with 

students really noticing both the increase in volume and the usefulness of the homework being set. One Year 9 

student said, “we have so much homework that is set, but it really helps me in lessons so I always make sure I get it 

done”. 

We thank you for your ongoing support with encouraging the students to complete their home learning. A reminder 

that the website can be accessed through the link under the “quick links” heading on the front page of the school’s 

website. There is no need to use a pin number; this link takes you straight to the schools homework calendar.  

Sarah Baker 

Assistant Principal 

 

http://www.showmyhomework.co.uk/


 
 

 

Safeguarding 
 
The safeguarding of our young people is taken extremely seriously here at the school.  Please can you support us by 

ensuring that every day your child is off school, even if it is for a long term condition, you contact the school’s  

absence line first thing in the morning.   

 

If your child is experiencing any difficulties at school either with the work or with other students, then please do not 

hesitate to contact the Director of Learning for your child’s year group. 

 

Over the holidays your child is likely to spend more time on-line.  At school, students are regularly reminded about 

how to keep themselves safe on-line.  Please do monitor your child’s on-line activity.  If you have any concerns or 

you require advice, then please do not hesitate to contact us.  Do not forget that you can report any form of on-line 

abuse or bullying via the ‘Click CEOP’ and ‘Reporting Bullying’ buttons at the top of the school website Homepage.    

 

Stuart Taylor 

 

Vice Principal 

 

GCSEPod On-line Resource 
 
I am pleased to announce the arrival of GCSEPod at the school.  

This on-line resource has been purchased to support all students 

studying GCSE or BTEC courses.  It can be accessed via the  

internet, with students in Year 9 to 11 having an individual login.  

Students are then able to download ‘pods’: short video clips on 

key topics within each of their subject areas.  This can be used as 

a revision tool or to further develop students’ understanding of 

the work they are covering in class. 

  

Students can download the pods to their mobile phone and other devices, which will enable them to watch the pods 

anywhere they go.  This is a fantastic resource which supports a student’s independent learning.  If your child ever 

comes home saying they have no homework, this is a great resource that you can signpost your child towards to 

complete additional work.  A shortcut to GCSEPod has been set up on the school’s website under the ‘Students’ tab 

at the top of the Homepage. 

 

Stuart Taylor 

Vice Principal 

 



 
 

 

Extra-Curricular Clubs Programme 

This half term has seen a full programme of extra-curricular clubs being run every lunchtime and every day after 

school.  

The clubs have been very well attended by all year groups, and with the addition of Basketball and Japanese clubs 

being added for after half term, the enrichment options available continue to grow.  

If you have any questions about any of the clubs on offer then please do contact either myself or the organising 

teacher listed below. 

The full programme of clubs can also be viewed on our school website. 

Cheryl Goodchild 

Associate Assistant Principal 

 

 

 Lunchtime After School from 3:05pm 

 Activity Location Yr group Teacher Activity Location Yr group Teacher 

Monday 
Quiet study SSC All DAC Homework club SSC All ADF 

    Badminton Hall All MAT 

Tuesday 

Dodgeball Gym 7, 8, 9 MAT Homework club SSC All ADF 

Photography 115 7 & 8 KES     

Quiet study SSC All DAC     

Wednesday 

Dodgeball Gym 10 & 11 MAT Homework club SSC All ADF 

Drama club 112 All JOG     

Science club  
(Week A) 

105 All BIZ     

Quiet study SSC All DAC     

Thursday 

Basketball Gym All WIM Homework club SSC All ADF 

Drama club 112 All JOG History club 101 All HAD 

Quiet study SSC All EMG Games club 010 All WIM 

    Football Field All MAT 

Friday 

Quiet study SSC ALL DAC Homework club SSC All ADF 

Languages 
spelling bee 

012 7 & 8 POE Robotics club John 
Warner 
school 

9 & 10 DAG 



 
 

 

Supporting our Community 

On Tuesday 10th October 2017, six of our students 

worked with Cheshunt Extended Services (CHEXS) on a 

project to support our community by painting a fence at 

Downfield Primary School.  All of the students were 

fantastic throughout the day and represented our school 

well.  Each of the students received excellent feedback 

from CHEXS about how they worked collaboratively as a 

team.  

 

 

Tom Sparks 

Principal 

Accelerated Readers 

The whole school reading programme has got off to a 

fantastic start this year. 

We are thrilled to announce that thanks to our 

sponsorship money from the Co-Op we have been able to 

order over 1,000 new reading books! 

All students in Years 7 & 8 have so far been tested as part 

of our accelerated reading scheme, and already students 

are reading books, taking quizzes on the system and 

generally enjoying taking part in the programme. With the 

new books coming in there is a lot of interest from 

students wanting to use the library at break and lunchtime. 

A huge thank you to Mrs Kearney who is leading the 

programme with such enthusiasm. 

Sarah Baker 

Assistant Principal 

 


