
Curriculum Document Year 8 Autumn Term 

Maths 
Number – Can I extend and apply my knowledge of number to working 

with more than 2 or larger numbers? Area and volume - Am I able to 

apply my knowledge of 2D shapes to 3D shapes? .  

• Applying mathematical operations to 2 or more numbers, 

extending work on negative numbers to very large numbers and 

decimal numbers, calculations with square, square roots, cube, 

cube roots and brackets, writing complex calculations, using 

index form and writing a number as a product of its prime 

factors. 

• Derive and use the formula for the area of a triangle, 

parallelogram & trapezium.  Calculate the volume of cubes, 

cuboids and 3D solids made from cuboids; draw nets and 

calculate the surface area of 3D shapes; solve problems in 

everyday contexts involving measures. 

Statistics graphs and charts. – Am I able to present and interpret data 

using diagrams and charts?  

Expressions and equations - Can I extend my knowledge in algebra to 

problem solving?  

• Presenting and interpreting data with Pie charts, stem and leaf 

diagrams, line graphs and scatter graphs.  

• Calculating the mean from frequency tables.  

• Simplifying algebraic powers; write and use expressions and 

formulae using brackets, division, and powers. 

• Write and solve one step and two step equations using function 

machines and the balancing method. 

 

English 
“Bone Sparrow” by Zana Fraillon 
  I will have studied the narrative story of a Rohingyan 
refugee child born in a detention camp in Australia and 
considered the challenges faced by immigrants and 
asylum seekers. 
  
Skills covered: 

• Analysing Language (using PEAR) 

• Analysing structure (FEW) 

• Exploring prose. 

• Studying Seminal World Literature. 

• Learning new vocabulary (including in the 
context of dictionaries). 

• Making inferences from evidence. 

• Comprehension and checking understanding. 

• Knowing how language, techniques, vocabulary, 
grammar, and structure, create meaning. 

• Exploring setting, plot and characterisation. 

• Drawing on device from reading to influence 
writing. 

• Study effectiveness of grammar in reading. 

• Discussion of reading and writing with use of 
literary terminology. 

• Using formal and informal Standard English in 
discussions. 

  
19th Century Short Stories 

I will have read a range of Victorian literature short stories 

including “The Monkey’s Paw”, “Tell Tale Heart” and 

“Yellow Wallpaper”, exploring the mental anguish caused 

by oppression and paranoia. 

  
Skills covered: 

• PEAM 

• Adding “Baby” quotes  

• Exploring prose. 

• Studying Seminal World Literature. 

• Learning new vocabulary (including in the 
context of dictionaries). 

• Making inferences from evidence. 

• Comprehension and checking understanding. 

• Knowing how language, techniques, vocabulary, 
grammar, and structure, create meaning. 

• Exploring setting, plot and characterisation. 

• Study effectiveness of grammar in reading. 

• Discussion of reading and writing with use of 
literary terminology. 

Character 
Development 

  
Communication 

and presentation 
skills (CC)  

  
Empathy and 

problem solving 
relating to how we 

protect people 
from flooding and 
natural disasters 

(Geog) 
  

Water safety and 
swimming (PE) 

  
Speaking and 

Listening Activity 
Days (Literacy) 

  
Mayors Debate – 
public speaking 

(Literacy) 
  

Food preparation 
and safety – life 

skills  (DT) 

Assembly/Form 
Time Themes 

  
Community & 

Aspiration: 
  

Safeguarding 
  

Extremism  
  

Careers  
  

World Mental 
Health 

  
Black History Month 

  
Anti-bullying Week 

  
Resilience 

  
Giving Tuesday 

  
Key events: 

  
European Day of 

Languages-  
September  

  
Rosh Hashanah -  

September 
  

World mental 
health day – 

October 
  

Diwali - October 
  

Remembrance 
 Day – 11th 
November 

  
Anti-Bullying Week- 
16th-20th November 

  
Advent - 1st 
December 

  

SMSC & BV 
  

Parliament and 
democracy (CC) 

  
UK political system 

(CC) 
  

What does it mean to 
be a good citizen? 

(Form) 
  

The impact of he 
media on self esteem 

(Form) 
  

Should the British 
Government send 
money to support 
victims of Natural 

Disaster (Geog) 
  

Explore beliefs and 
respect different 

faiths (RS) 
  

The rule of law and 
democracy (RS) 

  
Right and wrong (RS) 

  
Consequences of 

behaviour (RS) 
  

Multiculturalism and 
tolerance (Hist) 

  
Respect /tolerance for 
packaging designs and 
requirements around 

the world. (DT)Natural 
disasters – should we 
support people from 

other countries? 
(Geog) 

  
An understanding of 
poverty and limited 
resources in other 
countries (Geog) 

RSE 
  

Internet safety and 
harms – be able to 
recognise how to 
use the internet 

safely and not use it 
to influence a 

negative self-image. 
(Form) 

  
The similarities and 

differences between 
the online world 
and the physical 

world, including: the 
impact of unhealthy 

or obsessive 
comparison with 

others online  
(Form) 

  
Online relationships 

(Form) 
  

Reproduction in 
humans, including 
the structure and 

function of the male 
and female 

reproductive 
systems, menstrual 

cycle, gametes, 
fertilisation, 

gestation and birth, 
to include the effect 
of maternal lifestyle 

on the foetus 
through the 

placenta  
(Science) 

  
Living a healthy 
lifestyle (Lang) 

  
  
  
  



• Using formal and informal Standard English in 
discussions. 

Literacy Development Strategies in place across the school, 

including: Bedrock Vocabulary homework, literacy starters, 

SPaG marking feedback, reading room lessons. See Director 

of Literacy and school website for further details. 

  
Rules and regulations 
of the internet (ICT) 

  
Windrush, Black 
History Month 

(History) 
  

Tolerance of different 
cultures/race 
Creed/religion 

(History) 
  

Respect for cultures 
and foods from 

around the world (DT) 

Science 
Biology: How do we breathe and digest our food?  
Understand the inner workings of the human body  
Chemistry: What is the importance of the periodic table?  
Understand how the periodic table was developed and the different 

properties of elements in the periodic table  

Physics: What are forces? 
Understand the different types of forces and their effects.   

Biology: How do plants survive?   
Understand the importance and differences between respiration and 
photosynthesis. 
Chemistry: What are chemical reactions? 
Understand the formation of compounds and the reactions of acids and 
alkalis in the process of neutralisation.  
  
-Make observations of the real world and apply prior knowledge and 
experience 
-Make predictions using scientific knowledge and understanding 
-Data analysis including simple statistical techniques 

ICT 
Understanding Computers 
In this half term, students will look at the hardware and 
software components that make up a computer. They will 
learn about binary representation, logic gates and 
algorithms for sorting and searching.  
  
Skills Covered:  

• Perform simple binary arithmetic 

• State strengths and weaknesses of different 
storage devices 

• Identify input and output devices for more 
complex scenarios 

• Explain how characters are encoded using the 
ASCII system 

  

Geography 
How do rivers shape the land? 
How large scale cycles (water cycle) and systems (drainage basin) link to 
rivers. 
The river processes that occur with a focus on erosion and 
transportation.  
Explain how rivers shape the land by creating distinctive 
landforms/landscapes. 
Develop locational knowledge  (AO1)  
Identify key physical processes (AO1) 
Explain how physical processes interact with landscapes to create 
distinctive landforms (AO2) 
Use a range of imagery/maps to show different landforms (AO4) 
  
Africa a place of challenge or opportunity? 
Challenge misconceptions of Africa by looking at the human and physical 
geography of the region.  
Compare two contrasting areas of physical and human geography in 
Africa (Egypt/Uganda). 
Explain the issues that faced Africa (e.g. Shanty Towns) and the 
opportunities (e.g. Tourism) 
Explore the impact of Empire in Africa (Apartheid)  
Develop locational knowledge  (AO1)  
Identify key physical & human features (AO1) 
Compare the physical and human features of a region (AO2) 

History 
Cheshunt’s past, present and future 
A cross-curricular project with Geography, focusing on the 
History of British migration, with particular reference to 
post-war immigration, and how the past has shaped the 
cultural make-up of Cheshunt. Included in this is a case 
study on the Windrush Generation and celebration of 
culture as part of Black History Month.  
  
  
Why was the Slave Trade allowed to happen?  
Charting the course back from Elizabethan times to the 
include factual accounts of the Slave Trade Triangle, 
plantation living and the abolition of slavery, and assessing 
the spectre of slavery on British attitudes to race.  
  
Reliability 
Interpretation 
Significance 
Chronology, Change over time 



Evaluate, analyse information to draw an opinion/conclusion (AO3) 
Evaluate attempts to manage issues (AO3) 
Use a range of imagery/maps to show different landforms (AO4) 
Interpret domain specific graphing techniques (AO4) 
  

Technology  
Textiles—cushioned patterns + 
 TEXTILES - Students will analyse and research the design brief then carry 
out extensive research into patterns, which will inform their ideas later.   
  
Graphics – art deco vs rest of the world +   
Product A– nature’s blocks   
 GRAPHICS—Students will continue to develop and generate ideas from 
their research and to use specialist tools, techniques, processes, such as 
2D Design to make their pendent.  PRODUCT A—Students will analyse 
and research the design brief then carry out extensive research. They 
will carry out extensive research into biomimicry, which will inform 
ideas later in the project.  
. 
Skills learnt will include:  
  
TEXTILES—CUSHIONED PATTERNS 
- Cushion research  
- Analysing – Product analysis  
- Experimentation - Patterns and Tessellation  
- Pupils will explore different pattern types  
- Generating & recording ideas   
- Graphic communication / Sketching & rendering   
- Design choices   
- Specification 
  
  
GRAPHICS – ART DECO VS REST OF THE WORLD   
- Design ideas  
- Final design   
- 2D Design  
- Packaging design  
- Casting  
- Vacuum forming 
  
  
  
  
  
  
PRODUCT – NATURE’S BLOCKS  
                    - Block bots - Research  
- Technical drawings  
- Repetition/ Tessellation   
- Data gathering   
- Generating & recording ideas   
- Analysing – Product analysis  

PE 

  
Swimming: ALL YEAR 

Introduction to water confidence and fundamental 

swimming techniques for the 4 main strokes. As well as an 

introduction to water safety. 

Safety, Strength, confidence, routines and independence. 

  
Top Training Sessions For Team Games : Autumn 1 

Refinement of the fundamental and core skills that are 

transferrable across a variety of invasion games. Achieved 

through participation in structured practices, drills and 

conditioned games.  

  

Refinement of tactics and strategies to improve team 

performance e.g. Formations, positions, set plays, styles of 

play.  

  

Refinement of rules and regulations associated with a 

variety of team games 

  

Passing, Dribbling, Shooting, Creating space, Receiving, 

Tackling, Communication, Leadership, Organisation, 

Analysis of performance 

  

Health related exercise and fitness 
 Refinement of components of fitness and how to improve 

these through a variety of different training methods  
 
 

Aerobic exercise, Fitness programmes, Various exercises, 

healthy lifestyle. 

  

Going for gold in Sports hall Athletics  

Refinement of fundamental and core skills required to 

perform different events associated with sport shall 

athletics. 

  

Long jump, high jump, running, hurdles, gymnastics. 

  



- Sketching & rendering   
- Technical drawing skills  
- biomimicry   
- environmental influences   
- patterns within the environment (natural patterns)   
  
  

Art 
IMPRESSIONIST LANDSCAPE–  
Analysis of Impressionist paintings and students’ painted 
interpretations. Responsive use of marks to describe surface, texture, 
mood and weather using a range of different drawing media. 
Colour Theory - Consolidation of understanding of the colour wheel and 
colour mixing. 
Refining brushwork skills. 
  

• Responsive use of marks to describe surface, texture, mood 
and weather using a range of different drawing media 

• Observation skills, ability to model form and space by 
carefully measuring proportion, overlap, tone and texture 

• Work in the style of Vincent Van Gogh 

• Persist to work through problems 

• Ability to express ideas and feelings through landscape 

• Ability to adapt, refine and improve own and other’s work 

• To use appropriate technical language 

• Ability to work well in pairs and participate in class discussion 

• Work in a responsible, trustworthy manner during lessons 

  
  

Drama 
Everything Begins with an Idea! 
This unit provides students with the opportunity to explore 
drama using a wide range of stimuli and scripts. Students 
will develop old and new techniques and explore character 
ideas using role-play, role-on-the-wall or hot seating.etc.  
Students will be assessed on their creating skills. How they 
work together, the ideas they give in-group work. Working 
as a team. Responses to stimuli in class discussion and in-
group and pair work. They will explore Stanislavski’s given 
circumstances along with accent, characterisation and 
multi role. 
Style, Smile, Worthwhile 
Learners will understand different genres and stylistic 
methods and created styles. Soap opera, melodrama, 
pantomime, naturalism etc... 
Genre, ability to adapt body language and evaluate, oracy, 
language, methods, warm ups, facial expression and body 
language. 

Respect: Your self, Your body and Your mind 
Confident Me  
The resources of this topic are provided by Dove and encourage 
students to have a positive self-esteem by looking at the impact of the 
image on our self-worth. 
RSE Link: Mental well-being   
  
Skills 

• Literacy - Comprehension 

• Oracy – Articulating a response 

• Respect – Each other’s opinions 

• Tolerance – Of others’ beliefs 

Music 
What Makes a Good Song? 
 Students will use the musical elements to uncover ‘What 
Makes a good song’. They will focus on instrumentation 
and lyrics. Students will write their own lyrics and 
accompaniment before performing to the class. 
Composing, literacy, imagination, creativity, SPAG, 
metaphors 
  
Riffs and Hooks 
They will learn how to recognise Riff’s and Hook’s through 
different genres including Sea Shanties, Rap, Hip Hop, 
Reggae and Pop.  
Student’s will perform famous riff’s such as MC Hammer’s 
‘Can’t touch this’. 
They will work in groups to compose their own pop riffs. 
Style, genre, listening skills, tempo and timbre, harmony 
  

  
  
  



  

Languages 
“New species at the zoo” 
 An introduction and development of.. 
  - vocabulary and grammatical structures to describe animals (pets and 

endangered zoo animals), preferences with justifications and basic 

tenses   

  
“What’s up doc?” 
An introduction and development of.. 
 - vocabulary and grammatical structures to describe health issues at the 
doctors (body parts, illnesses, symptoms, medication & health advice) 
and basic tenses (modal verbs- to convey the future tense). 
  - cultural celebrations and festivals (Halloween, Oktoberfest- German & 
Christmas). 
  
Understand / improve and apply: 
 - grammar and linguistic skills: listening, reading, writing & speaking    
  

RS 
Is it important to show God faith through practice? An 
investigation of what it means to be Muslim and follow the 
teachings and practices of Islam. 
  
Does it matter how I behave? A key ethical question that 
considers the short and long-term consequences for 
misbehaviour. 
  
Skills: Comprehension – inference from sources, identifying 
similarities and differences between practices, explaining 
religious beliefs, interpretation. 

  

Wider Curriculum 
• Rivers Study at Loughton Brook to learn practical fieldwork skills (Geography) 

• Trip to London Zoo (Design and Technology) 

• Christmas Pantomime trip for a festive theatre experience (Drama) 

• Bowling rewards trip (Pastoral) 

• Extra-curricular clubs during lunch and after school 

  

Careers development 
Virtual employer encounters 
  
Students will have the opportunity to participate in virtual careers talks with experts from a wide and varied range of careers and backgrounds 
  

 

 

Curriculum Document Year 8 Spring Term 

Maths 
Lines and angles – Am I able to use the properties of lines and angles 

to identify various types of angles and solve geometrical problems 

showing reasoning? 

 

• Classify quadrilaterals using their geometric properties. 

• Understand the relationship between parallel lines, alternate, 

corresponding angles and solve problems on this. 

• Calculate the sum of exterior and interior angles in a polygon and 

work out the sizes of interior and exterior angles. 

• Solve geometric problems showing reasoning. 

English 
“Luna” by Julie Anne Peters 
I will have read “Luna”, a novel about a transgender teen 
and their struggle for self-identity and acceptance in 
society. 
Skills covered: 

• Narrative structure (macro). 

• Narrative structural movement (micro – shifts 
between action, description, dialogue, thought). 

• Story writing (“slow writing”) 

• Exploring prose. 

• Learning new vocabulary (including in the 

Character 
Development  

  
Development of life 
skills – first aid / CPR 

(CC) 
  

Friendship skills 
(Form) 

  
Empathy and 

Compassion for 

Assembly/Form 
Time Themes 

  
Achieve & 

individual identity 
  
Martin Luther King 

Day 
  

Cyber-bullying – 
staying safe online 

SMSC  & BV 
  

Financial skills and 
budgeting (Form) 

  
Respectful 

relationships, 
including friendships 
and bullying (Form) 

  
Tolerance of other 

people’s beliefs 

RSE 
  

Respectful 
relationships, 

including 
friendships  

(Form) 
  

How stereotypes, in 
particular 

stereotypes based 
on sex, gender, 



• Solve geometric problems on angles by setting up equations. 

Real life graphs – Am I able to present and interpret real life situations 

using graphs?  

Decimals and ratio – Can I apply my knowledge of decimals to 

multiplying large decimal numbers and solving ratio and proportion 

problems?  

• Draw use and interpret, conversion graphs, distance time graphs. 

• Draw and interpret non-linear graphs. 

• Multiply numbers by 0.1 & 0.01, multiply and divide by large 

numbers and decimals up to 2 decimal places; solve decimal 

problems; solve 3-part ratio problems; solve ratio and proportion 

problems involving decimals. 

 

context of dictionaries). 

• Making inferences from evidence. 

• Context to support understanding and 
comprehension. 

• Exploring setting, plot and characterisation. 

• Writing well-structured narratives. 

• Writing imaginative stories. 

• Drawing on device from reading to influence 
writing. 

• Writing for audience and purpose. 

• Proof reading for grammar, vocabulary and 
structure. 

• Pay attention to grammar, punctuation and 
spelling. 

• Applying learnt grammar to reading and writing. 

• Drawing on new vocabulary for writing and 
speech. 

• Using Standard English in writing. 

• Discussion of reading and writing with use of 
literary terminology. 

• Using formal and informal Standard English in 
discussions.  

“Romeo and Juliet” by Shakespeare 
I will have explored and enriched my cultural appreciation 
for Shakespeare and studied the tragic love story of 
“Romeo and Juliet” with a particular focus on Juliet’s 
strength of character in the face of a patriarchal society. 
  
Skills covered: 

• Analysing through use of PEAM 

• Applying context to explore authorial message 

• Exploring dramatic plays. 

• Studying Shakespeare. 

• Learning new vocabulary (including in the 
context of dictionaries). 

• Making inferences from evidence. 

• Exploring setting, plot and characterisation. 

• Dramatic performance and staging to allow for 
different interpretations. 

• Drawing on device from reading to influence 
writing. 

• Discussion of reading and writing with use of 
literary terminology. 

• Using formal and informal Standard English in 
discussions. 
  
 

countries poorer 
than ours and the 

role of aid and 
charity (Geog) 

  
Understanding 
where our food 

comes from (Geog) 
  

Kindness to others 
(RS) 

  
Food preparation 
and safety – life 

skills (DT) 

  
Time to talk 

  
Carers 

  
Holocaust Memorial 

Day 
  

Careers Week 
  

Fair Trade Fortnight 
  

British Science: 
Week 

  
World Poetry Day 

  
Key events 

  
World Religion Day 

–January 
  

Chinese New Year –
January 

  
Holocaust Memorial 
Day – 27th January 

  
NSPCC number day 

– 1st February 
  

St Valentine’s Day - 
14th February 

  
Shrove Tuesday –

March 

  
World book day –

March 

(Form) 
  

The legal rights and 
responsibilities 

regarding equality 
(Form) 

  
Environmental impact 

of crude oil and 
cracking and the 

competing demands 
for limited resources 

(Science) 
  

Explore beliefs and 
respect different 

faiths (RS) 
  

The rule of law and 
democracy (RS) 

  
Right and wrong (RS) 

  
Consequences of 

behaviour (RS) 
  

Renewal Energy 
(Geog) 

  
Who is responsible for 

helping poorer 
countries? (Geog) 

  
The rights of all 

regardless of Gender 
(History) 

  
Respect for cultures 

and foods from 
around the world (DT) 

  
Cultural celebrations 

and festivals  
(Lang) 

race, religion, sexual 
orientation or 

disability, can cause 
damage 
(Form) 

  
Sexual harassment 
and sexual violence 

(Form) 
  

Criminal, including 
violent behaviour 

and coercive 
behaviour in 

relationships (Form) 
  

Basic first aid – 
treatment for 

common injures and 
life saving skills (CC) 
  

Life-saving skills, 
including how to 
administer CPR 

(CC) 
  

The purpose of 
defibrillators and 

when one might be 
needed  

(CC) 

Science 
Physics: Are light waves the same as sound?  

ICT 
Computational Thinking  



Understand the properties of light and sound waves and apply light 

waves to key theories of reflection and refraction?   

Biology: Why do we look like are relatives?  
Explore the genetic link between relatives and how variation might not 
be based solely on inheritance. 
Chemistry, what is the atmosphere comprised of?  
Understand the natural carbon cycles of the earth and how global 
warming is becoming an issue in our world.  
Physics: How do our heaters make our rooms warm?  
Understand how convection and conduction are integral to allowing 
heat energy to travel.  
-Apply mathematical concepts and calculate results 
-Interpret observations and data, including identifying patterns and 
using observations, measurements and data to draw conclusions 
-Evaluate data, showing awareness of potential sources of random and 
systematic error 
  

In this unit, students will look the world of computational 
thinking.   
They will learn the four stages computer scientists use to 
overcome problems: Decomposition, Abstraction Pattern 
Recognition and Algorithm Design. 
  
Skills Covered:  

− Decomposition 

− Algorithm design 

− Abstraction pattern recognition  

− Computer science 

Geography  
How dangerous are tectonic plates? 
Plate tectonic theory Pangea, Plate Movement/Boundaries 
Causes, effects and responses to volcanic eruptions in two contrasting 
location (Mt. St. Helen/Montserrat) 
Causes, effects and responses to the Japan Earthquake and Tsunami.  
How we can respond to natural hazards by reducing risk.  
Develop locational knowledge  (AO1)  
Identify key physical processes (AO1) 
Explain how physical processes interact to create risk (AO2) 
Evaluate, analyse information to draw an opinion/conclusion (AO3) 
Evaluate attempts to manage issues (AO3) 
Use a range of imagery/maps  (AO4) 
  
How connected is the world? 
What globalisation is and how this is shown through everyday items. 
How container ships are vital for international trade.  
Reasons for location of factories for international trade 
Decision Making Exercise on locating a factory.  
How globalisation has helped create global cities.    
Develop locational knowledge  (AO1)  
Identify key human geography (AO1) 
Explain how human and physical activity/processes interact  (AO2) 
Evaluate, analyse information to draw an opinion/conclusion (AO3) 
Apply knowledge to an unusual or unseen scenario (AO3) 
Use a range of imagery/maps  (AO4) 
  
  

History 
The Civil Rights Movement and the fight for Equality in 
the USA – 1865-2020 
Chronological analysis of the impact of different individuals 
and events on the ongoing struggle for racial and gender 
equality in the USA, alongside a debate about the current 
American political sphere 
  
From astrology to microscopes – 1000 years of medical 
development 
A change-over-time module designed to challenge students 
on the different factors that affected changes in attitudes 
and discoveries in the field of medicine and surgery.  
Reliability  
Inference 
‘key features’- PEKE 
CASGTIT ‘change’ factors| 

Technology 
  
Product B– nature’s blocks +  Product A – nature’s blocks   
PRODUCT B—Students will analyse and research the design brief then 
carry out extensive research. They will carry out extensive research into 
biomimicry, which will inform ideas later in the project.   
PRODUCT A—Students will use research and develop a specification to 

PE 
Bounding, Bouncing and Balancing in Gymnastics/Dance 

  

Refinement of the use body control, movement education 

and spatial awareness through Gymnastics.    

  



inform the design ideas. Students will use technical drawings and 
annotated sketches to communicate block bot ideas. 
  
Skills learnt will include:  
  
PRODUCT A – NATURE’S BLOCKS  
- Workshop safety  
- Sawing   
- Sanding  
- Drilling  
- Filing  
  
PRODUCT B – NATURE’S BLOCKS  
- Workshop safety  
- Scene design  
- Photoshop skills  
- new technologies   
  
Product B – nature’s blocks +   
Graphics – art deco vs rest of the world 
PRODUCT—Students will use specialist tools, techniques, processes 
create block bot design and then evaluate the final product.   
GRAPHICS—Students will continue to develop and generate ideas from 
their research and to use specialist tools, techniques, processes, such as 
2D Design to make their pendent. 
  
PRODUCT B – NATURE’S BLOCKS  
- Workshop safety  
- Scene design  
- Photoshop skills  
- new technologies  
  
GRAPHICS – ART DECO VS REST OF THE WORLD   
- Design ideas  
- Final design   
- 2D Design  
- Packaging design  
- Casting  
- Vacuum forming 
  
  
  
  
  
  

Refinement in the importance of accuracy, fluency and co-

ordination in performance.  

  

Refinement of movement analysis and evaluation through 

observation of performance. 

  

Methods of travelling, use of levels, balancing, shapes, 

linking movements, sequencing, Aesthetic Appreciation 

skills and Observation & Analysis skills, Vaulting, Flight. 

  

Sports from around the world  

Refinement of non-traditional and culturally diverse sports 

that build on core and fundamental practical skills.  

  

Linking with the team sports topic these new sports will 

help build on the transferable and fundamental skills 

tactics and strategies to improve team performance 

  

Cultures, Diversity, Core skills, Co-ordination, Tactics, 

Strategy. 

  

Outdoor Adventurous Activities 
 Refinement of new outdoor activities that focus on 

problem solving and teambuilding activities.   

  

Refinement of strategies and tactics to improve 

performance 

  

Communication, co-operation, trial and error, problem 

solving, teamwork, resilience, Leadership and Orienteering 

skills/Map Reading. 

  

Sports Education 

Refinement of leading, officiating and other careers in 

sports by organising, managing, delivering and evaluating 

their own games.  

  

Leadership, Co-operation, problem solving, 

communication, team management, officiating, teamwork. 

. 
  

Art 
Creativity Connection 
Analysis of Impressionist paintings and students’ painted 
interpretations. 
Henri Rousseau analysis and interpretation. Students will explore 
Rousseau’s use of imagination and the processes/techniques he used. 

• Students will evaluate and analyse creative works using the 

Drama 
The Great British Murder Mystery 
From studying styles, the students will now zoom in on a 
famous style on our screens, live shows and playscripts- 
they will follow a journey based on the great British bake 
off. 
Characterisation, tension, vocal, suspense, reading and 
problem solving. 



language of art so that they can evidence the link between 
their own work and the work of artists or artistic movement 

• Observation skills, ability to model form and space by 
carefully measuring proportion, overlap, tone and texture 

• Refine rendering skills 

  
Set Your Mind Free 
Students will be encouraged to explore the techniques used by 
Rousseau and others so as to inform their creative interpretations. 
Students will be provided with resources but will be encouraged to 
develop their own compositions using their imagination. 

• Persist to work through problems 

• Students will produce creative work, exploring their ideas 
and recording their experiences using artistic language and 
vocabulary so that they can demonstrate the artistic process 

• Work in a responsible, trustworthy manner during lessons 

  

  
The Tony award goes to... 
Understanding musical theatre and the techniques 
combined in a world-wide famous style involving diversity 
and community. 
Music, vocals, lyrics, memory, diversity, amateur dramatics, 
auditions 
  
  

  

Respect: Your self, Your body and Your mind 
You are what you eat  
This unit looks at the importance of physical fitness on the body, 
including the negatives of not maintaining a healthy lifestyle and how to 
maintain healthy eating and the links between a poor diet and health 
risks, including tooth decay and cancer. 
RSE Link: Physical health and fitness Healthy Eating and Mental well-
being 
Skills 

• Literacy - Comprehension 

• Oracy – Articulating a response 

• Respect – Each other’s opinions 

• Tolerance – Of others’ beliefs 

Music 
Music Through the Decade’s 
Students will learn about and play music from The Beatles, 
70/80s rock riffs, 90s Brit pop and current music. 
Discussion, opinion, instrumentation, popularity, influence 
  
Film Music 
Perform film themes as solos and in groups. 
Compose film themes and own film music for a short film. 
Linear, non-linear, structure, diegetic and non-diegetic, 
practical playing. 
  

Languages 
 “Sport and fitness” 
  An introduction and development of.. 
  - vocabulary and grammatical structures to describe fitness and 
sporting habits, preferences & justifications, accepting and declining 
invitations, describing sporting events & future fitness plans, using a 
variety of  tenses. 

 
 
 
“Food, drink and culture” 
   An introduction and development of …. 
  - vocabulary and grammatical structures to describe food & drink 
(cultural dishes, meals & quantities), preferences with justifications, 
restaurant reviews, & future plans for a healthy diet, using a variety of 
tenses 
  - use transactional language to make a booking/order at the 
restaurant/snack bar, shopping for food 

RS 
Does it matter how I behave?  Students will consider non-
religious consequences for behaviour. 
  
Can Sikh beliefs solve inequality? Investigates fundamental 
Sikh beliefs and how they can be used to help create 
community cohesion. 
  
Skills: Comprehension – inference from sources 
(interpretation), Identifying similarities and differences 
between practices, explaining religious beliefs, explaining 
the influence of beliefs on practice. 



  - cultural celebrations, traditions & festivals (Valentines day, Fasching - 
German, Mardi Gras – French) 
  
 
Understand / improve and apply: 
 - grammar and linguistic skills: listening, reading, writing & speaking   
  

Wider Curriculum 
• Natural History Museum (Science & Geography) 

• Extra-curricular clubs during lunch and after school 

• Crazy golf rewards trip (Pastoral) 

  

Careers development 
Apprenticeships 
  
Start website module: “EXPLORING PATHWAYS 
Introduction to Apprenticeships” 

  
  

  

 

 

  

Curriculum Document Year 8 Summer Term 

Maths 
Calculating with fractions – Am I able to apply BODMAS to 

fractions and can I apply the four operations to mixed 

numbers?   

Straight line graphs – Am I able to derive and use the 

equations of straight lines?  

• Identify fractions as being more or less than ½, ordering fractions, 

apply the four operations to fractions of any size; covert between 

mixed numbers and improper fractions; apply the four operations 

to mixed numbers. 

• Recognise values that are in direct proportion; work out the 

gradient of straight-line graphs; write and use y = mx + c. 

Percentages, decimals and fractions – Am I able to apply various 

strategies and solve problems.  

• Equivalent fractions and decimals, converting time to decimals, 

working with recurring decimals, equivalent fractions, decimals & 

percentages; Proportions involving large numbers and decimals; 

English 
“I Am Malala” by Malala Yousafzai 
I will have studied a autobiographical piece about a 
Malala Yousafzai, who stood up for women’s education 
rights in Pakistan and as a result was shot by the 
Taliban. 
  
Skills covered: 

• Writing for text type, audience and purpose 
(TAP) 

• Analysing and applying persuasive device in 
non-fiction writing (DAFOREST)  

• Comparing texts (PEACEAL) 

• Spoken language skills 

• Exploring prose. 

• Learning new vocabulary (including in the 
context of dictionaries). 

• Making inferences from evidence. 

• Comprehension and checking understanding. 

• Knowing how language, techniques, 
vocabulary, grammar, and structure, create 

Character 
Development 

  
Expressing views in 
written form (CC) 

  
Research and 

organisation skills (CC) 
  

Empathy for sweatshop 
workers, child labour, 
people who have been 

affected by flooding 
(Geog) 

  
Logistic Skills – Deciding 
where the best location 
is for coastal defences 

(Geog) 
  
  

Assembly/Form 
Time Themes 

  
Nurture & Respect 

  
On your feet Britain 

Day 
  

Ramadan 
  

Mental Health 
awareness Week 

  
International nurses 

day 
  

Pride / LGBTQ 
  

National School 
grounds week 

  

SMSC & BV 
  

Respect and tolerance 
of others (Form)  

  
Human rights and 

equality (CC) 
  

Laws around the 
world (CC) 

  
What happens when 
human rights are not 

protected (CC) 
  

Healthy body, healthy 
mind (form) 

  
Individual Liberty – 

Should something be 
done to protect 

RSE 
  

Mental wellbeing - 
Common types of 

mental ill health and 
how to critically 

evaluate the impact 
that their actions 

has on mental 
health 
(Form) 

  
Key facts about 

puberty, the 
changing adolescent 
body and menstrual 

wellbeing (Form) 
  

The main changes 
which take place in 
males and females, 



solving percentage problems in various contexts using the unitary 

and multiplier method. 

 
 

meaning. 

• Making critical comparisons. 

• Writing well-structured expository essays. 

• Writes a range of texts (including arguments 
and letters) in both fiction and non-fiction. 

• Drawing on device from reading to influence 
writing. 

• Writing for audience and purpose. 

• Applying learnt grammar to reading and 
writing. 

• Study effectiveness of grammar in reading. 

• Drawing on new vocabulary for writing and 
speech. 

• Exploring formality and register in written 
and spoken English. 

• Using Standard English in writing. 

• Discussion of reading and writing with use of 
literary terminology. 

• Using formal and informal Standard English 
in discussions. 

• Express own ideas in speeches and 
presentations. 

• Participate in formal debates. 

  
“And Still I Rise” by Maya Angelou 
 will have read a collection of poems by one of the 
world’s most important activists, dealing with a variety 
of issues in society ranging from poverty and 
segregation, to discrimination and racism. 
  
Skills covered: 

• Making comparisons (PEACEAM) 

• Essay writing skills (slow writing) 

• Comparing authorial messages. 

• Exploring poetry. 

• Learning new vocabulary (including in the 
context of dictionaries). 

• Making inferences from evidence. 

• Recognising and exploring the use of poetic 
convention. 

• Making critical comparisons. 

• Writing imaginative poetry. 

• Study effectiveness of grammar in reading. 

• Discussion of reading and writing with use of 
literary terminology. 

• Using formal and informal Standard English 
in discussions. 

Social Media Day 
  

Careers that works 
for others 

  
Make Music Day 

  
  

Key events: 
  

St Georges day – 
29th April 

  
Mental health 

awareness week –  
  

Children’s art week 
–June  

  
British flowers week 

–June 
  

Pride month – June 
  
  

sweatshop workers 
(Geog) 

  
Explore beliefs and 
respect different 

faiths (RS) 
  

Protecting of our 
nature resources 

(Biodiversity) 
(Science) 

  
Efficacy of recycling/ 

sustainability 
(Science) 

  
Should we protect the 
coastlines or let them 

erode naturally? 
(Geog) 

  
Learning about 

different areas around 
the world (Geog) 

  
Holocaust (History) 

  
Law and order - 

punishments (History) 
  

and the implications 
for emotional and 

physical health 
(Form) 

  
How stereotypes, in 

particular 
stereotypes based 

on sex, gender, 
race, religion, sexual 

orientation or 
disability, can cause 

damage (Form) 
  

Types of bullying 
(including 

Cyberbullying), the 
impact of bullying, 
responsibilities of 

bystanders to report 
bullying and how 
and where to get 

help (Form) 

Science 
Physics: Why do opposites attract?  

ICT 
Database Development  



Explore how a compass points to magnetic north and understand the 

attraction and repulsion of forces at magnetic poles. 

  
-Make predictions using scientific knowledge and understanding 
-Apply mathematical concepts and calculate results 
-Explaining data in relation to predictions and hypotheses 
-Evaluate data, showing awareness of potential sources of random and 
systematic error 
  

This a practical unit covering the basic theory, creation 
and use of a single-table database and a simple 
relational database involving two tables in a one to 
many relationship  
  
Skills Covered:  

• Creating databases 

• Merging databases 

• Populating 

  

Geography  
Is Asia home to the worlds new superpower? 
Challenge misconceptions of Asia by looking at the human and physical 
geography of the region.  
Look at why Russia was once a world superpower and why its 
geography is an issue.  
Compare the two rising superpowers India and China studying the 
population and economy of both countries. 
Explain how globalisation has allowed for the growth of these two 
superpowers.  
Develop locational knowledge  (AO1)  
Identify key physical & human features (AO1) 
Compare the physical and human features of a region (AO2) 
Evaluate, analyse information to draw an opinion/conclusion (AO3) 
Evaluate attempts to manage issues (AO3) 
Use a range of imagery/maps (AO4) 
Interpret domain specific graphing techniques (AO4) 
Interpret graphing techniques (AO4) 
  
  

History 
How far did the Industrial Revolution and the 
expansion of the British Empire benefit the British 
people? 
An exploration of the development of different 
countries across the world, including India and parts of 
Africa, as well as development in law & order in a new 
industrial age 
  
  
Causation 
Inference 
Significance 
Chronology 
Consequences 
  
Did the British have the Blitz Spirit? Why was the 
Holocaust allowed to happen? 
  
Charting the course of World War 2, touching upon 
causation, and analysing key individuals and impact 
both home and abroad. This will include an in-depth 
case study about the Holocaust and the impact of this 
on modern day Europe. 

Technology 
  
Food – A mixed bag of food 

FOOD—Students will understand and apply the principles of nutrition 
and health via food nutrition. Student will also cook a repertoire of 

predominantly savoury dishes via food and nutrition practical lessons. 
  

Food Skills- 
 Students will explore creative ways to prepare, cook and present food. 
Students will make reference to cooking methods and techniques when 
planning optional practical's in a bid to showcase their food skills. 

  
Graphic – Graphic inspired poster  
GRAPHICS- Students will learn about kye graphic components that are 
needed to create an inspired poster.  
 

PE 
Making Elite Athletes in Athletics 

Refinement of a variety of different athletic events and 

the fundamental skills required to perform the events 

effectively. Achieved through participation in structured 

practices, drills and competition.  

  

Refinement of rules and regulations associated with the 

different athletic events. 

  

Sprinting technique, pacing, technique for jumping 

events e.g. high jump, relay changeovers and technique 

for throwing events e.g. Javelin, communication, 

leadership, organisation, analysis of performance. 

  
Hitting Home Runs in Striking and Fielding 



 
  
  
  

Food – A mixed bag of food  

• Cooking  

• Nutrition  

• Diet  

• Different type of food 

• Culture 

• Diversity  

Food Skills  

• Preparing 

• Nutrition  

• Presentation 

• Health 

  
Skills learnt will include:  
Graphic – Graphic inspired poster 

• Creating posters 

• Design 

• Printing  

• Layout 

  
  

Refinement of the fundamental and core skills that are 

transferrable across a variety of striking and fielding 

games. Achieved through participation in structured 

practices, drills and conditioned games.  

  

Refinement of strategies and tactics to help improve 

performance e.g. Fielding positions, tactical hitting.   

  

Refinement of rules and regulations associated with a 

variety of striking and fielding games. 

  

Batting/hitting, throwing, catching, fielding, retrieving, 

bowling, communication, leadership, organisation, 

analysis of performance, officiating, session planning. 

  
  

Art 
Expressive Portrait 
 Further exploration of the structure and proportion of the face. 
Investigation of the portrait as expression of identity and feeling. 
Special reference to Picasso’s Blue Period. 
Developing ideas into outcomes through technical developments and 
control of media Making links to the work of practitioners and exploring 
new techniques/methods. 
  

• Ability to observe the structure and form of the face 

• Ability to layout the construction of the face 

• Be able to experiment with media and be perceptive about 
findings 

• To describe form by modelling light and dark across the 
surface 

• Ability to render surface sensitively using different mark-
making techniques 

• Ability to analyse the formal elements of artists’ work 
appreciating form, content, process, and mood 

• Ability to evaluate their own and peers’ work 

• Development of visual/written literacy. Think and express 

Drama 
Lights Camera Action! 
Students will use the Drama mediums (lighting and 
sound) to create and develop pieces of drama. Students 
will be able to identify mood and atmosphere and 
portray this affectively. The students will look at 
audience placement and the use of physical movement 
in performance. They will also be encouraged to explore 
the use of mask.  

• Drama medium  

•  Mood  

• Atmosphere  

• Physical theatre  

• Mime 

• Symbolism 

  
To be a Caricature, there has to be a Pastiche. 
Students will finalise their curriculum of year 8 by 
learning about TV Drama and the types of roles in TV 
and their structure to keep them engaging to different 



their ideas with clarity 

  

types of audiences. 
Form, discussion, opinions, debate, TV methods, target 
audience. 

Respect: Your self, Your body and Your mind 
Family means no one gets left behind or forgotten  
This topic will consider how families how changed over time and 
include reference to same-sex parents (LGBT+). It will also look at 
conflict within families and how to resolve it. 
RSE Link: Families 
Skills 

• Literacy - Comprehension 

• Oracy – Articulating a response 

• Respect – Each other’s opinions 

• Tolerance – Of others’ beliefs 

Music 
  
Ukulele- Whole Class Learning 
Students will learn the basic technique of the Ukulele 
including the strings, chords and strumming patterns. 
Students will listen to each other to perform together 
as a whole class. 
Strings, syncing and co-ordination, stretch, chords, 
notation, volume. 

  
Ukulele- Whole class Learning 2 
They will perform pop pieces on Ukulele and sing.  
Student’s will work in small groups to compose their 
own piece using the chords and technique learnt in the 
previous unit. 
Strings, syncing and co-ordination, stretch, chords, 
notation, volume, performing, confidence, evaluation 
  

  
  
  
  
  

Languages 
“Educating ‘Herts’ and minds” 
  An  introduction and development of … 
  - vocabulary and grammatical structures to describe school (subjects, 
school day, timetables, uniform), preferences with  justifications, using 
a variety of basic tenses 

  
“How aspirational are you” 
 An introduction and development of … 
  - vocabulary and grammatical structures to describe future 
educational plans and aspirations/ambitions beyond school using a 
variety of tenses. 
  - cultural celebrations, traditions and festivals (Bastille day – French 
only) 
  
Understand / improve and apply:: 
- grammar and linguistic skills: listening, reading, writing & speaking    

  

RS 
Should we suffer to stand up for our beliefs? An 
investigation into the beliefs and Practices of Mahatma 
Gandhi and how he changed a nation. 
  
How do the North American Plains Indians respect the 
earth? 
An exploration into the beliefs of the tribes of North 
American about Maka – mother Earth and how they 
believe she should be treated with great respect and 
preserved. 
  
Skills: Comprehension – inference from sources 
(interpretation), Identifying similarities and differences 
between practices, explaining religious beliefs, 
explaining the influence of beliefs on practice. 
  

Wider Curriculum 
• Trip to Hatfield House to bring Tudor time to life for creative writing (English) 

• Bletchley park trip to develop an appreciation of the importance of maths in real world applications (Maths) 

• Globe theatre visit for Shakespeare workshop and performance (English) 

• Extra-curricular clubs during lunch and after school  



• Sports Day with a difference (PE) 

• West End Theatre visit for cultural enrichment (Drama) 

• Seaside rewards trip (Pastoral) 

  

Careers development 
The Bright Ideas Challenge 
  
Shell has supported science, technology, engineering and maths (STEM) education for over 50 years in England, Wales and Scotland. The Bright Ideas Challenge is part of our ongoing commitment to inspire more young people to 
pursue careers in science and engineering. This cross-curricular competition invites secondary students aged 11–14 to imagine creative ideas to power the cities of the future, ensuring they are vibrant, healthy and clean places to live. 
The Bright Ideas Challenge aims to excite young people about how science, engineering and creativity can be combined to make a real difference to our world. 
  
  

  

 

 


